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If you are a first time guest today we're happy you joined us. If you would like to receive our newsletter or emails to
inform you of upcoming events please fill out the white information sheet on the visitor’s table
(one with dark green cloth) in the gathering space

December 2014 Sunday Services 10:00 & 11:15 A.M.
12/14/14: 10 a.m. A Charlie Brown Christmas — Youth Christmas Program
directed by Melissa Anderson Clark
11:15

Living with Hope

Rev. Jay Wolin

When the cold wind blows, and we enter the dark night of our soul, what is it that brings you hope?
12/21/14: 10 a.m. It’s Beginning to look a lot like “The Holidays”
One service only

Rev. Jay Wolin

This time of year the marketing of Christmas seems to overwhelm other holiday traditions from other religions and
cultures. In this service we will explore other religious winter holidays and as well hear from some our Congregants who
find meaning in Earth Based Traditions.
6 p.m. — Winter Solstice Service — Lucia Dryanski
Winter Darkness — Soft and Still — Take time to observe the stillness that is the winter solstice; join us around the
fireplace for song, story & quiet. We'll have offerings from several different congregation members, as well as the choir
and Chalice Chimes.
12/24/14: 6 p.m. — Traditional Christmas Eve Service

Rev. Jay Wolin

Please join us for our Celebration of this Traditional Holiday Service from our Christian Sources. The evening will
include singing, music, readings, a homily and some more singing. Let us rejoice!!
12/28/14: 10 a.m. Let Us Remember
Michael Wilcox
One service only
Join the Religious Services Team and others to reflect on the passing of notable individuals in 2014 that had an impact on
their lives. Even though they may have died our memories of them and their legacy give us hope for tomorrow.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
SUNDAY FORUM 10 A.M.

Dec. 14: John Blunk: Observations from a recent trip to Ferguson, MO. John Blunk is a member of the QC
Times Editorial Board who recently spent some time visiting Ferguson, MO. He will reflect on his trip and
discuss with us the situation there.
Please Note:
December 21st & 28th: There will be no Forum and only one 10 AM service.
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Youth Christmas Program - Sunday, December 14
"Doesn't anyone know what Christmas is all about?!"
Join our UU youth as the silly, fun-loving cast of Peanuts characters and let's discover the meaning of
Christmas together!
Sunday, December 14 at the 10am service only
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Every month a potluck "Circle Supper" is held in
the home of a member of the congregation. This
month, Jan and John DeGreve have offered to host
the dinner in their home on Saturday December
20th
at 6:00 pm. This is open for any adult in
the congregation. It is a great way to get to know
others in an informal, small group setting. Space is
limited, so it is on a "first to call" basis. Please call
Jan at 563-359-9411 to make reservations and
find out details and what you can bring.
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VEGETARIAN POTLUCK
SPONSORED BY THE GREEN SANCTUARY TEAM
Will meet on Sunday, December 14, 2014 at 6pm in the Social Hall
At our VEG potlucks we have plates, cups, silverware and serving utensils, but if you can bring any of those
items for your own use, it greatly helps lighten the on-site cleaning.
Remember to join us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/groups/qcveg/ Hope to see you there!
Note: This will be my (Denise Kall) last Veg. Potluck (not THE last veg. potluck, but my last veg. potluck before I
move). I hope to see many of you there. You do not have to be vegetarian. The food is always delicious and the
conversation is always entertaining!

Adult Religious Education
Matt Tolland has designed a class on World Religions, to be offered on the third Monday of the
month throughout 2015. He will circulate a poster describing the schedule. The class will use visuals, short
readings, and discussion. Plan to take this new class!
Have you been following the UUCQC Facebook page lately? Every day, ARE member Barb Thompson posts
short quotations meant to refresh us on our faith journeys.

There will be tinges of sadness & those of thanksgiving in the lives of SUSIE WOLF (4129 208TH St. Ct N, Port Byron,
IL 61275) and JILL SCHUTTS (23600 115TH Ave. N., Port Byron, IL 61275) this holiday season. Both of their fathers'
died recently. SUSIE spent time with her father in Indiana & JILL in Arizona with her father. Both daughters were loyal
& devoted to the best of care. Their fathers' spirit lives on in their lives & all those the dads touched over the years. We
reach out to you, SUSIE and JILL, with love & acceptance.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Certainly MARTHA EASTER-WELLS' mother lived a long good life. Marian was 97
when she died December 4 in Des Moines, IA. Martha's close family carried out her wishes. Her death & the
deaths of others in recent weeks reminds us to be mindful of Joyce Rupps' words in CIRCLE OF LIFE. "If you
look at the death of a loved one you might see pervasive sorrow. If you look beneath, you may see that love
lives on forever in your heart." Martha's address: 22905 Great River Road, LeClaire, IA, 52753. Our caring
thoughts go out to Martha at this time.
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mona McCray shared a letter from member, LORRAINE DECKER, who recently moved to Springfield, IL
to be closer to her daughter, Kathy. She misses her friends here but is making new ones in her setting. She
enjoys having no dishes to wash after meals! They have bus trips from the facility & she plays bingo and walks
the 3 halls every day for exercise. She is trying to adapt to being around so many people & doesn't stay in her
room too much during the day. We affirm Lorraine's positive attitude toward this transitioning time. She has
been a member of our congregation for 56 years. We are certain she would enjoy receiving Christmas cards
from her UUCQC friends. Her address is 900 E. Southwind Rd., Apt. 316, Springfield, IL 62703. Phone - (217)
529-1031

From Sheila Doak, Director of Music
With two extra services coming up in December, Solstice on Sunday, Dec. 21 and Christmas Eve
on Wednesday, Dec. 24, now is the time to get involved with the Music Program at UUCQC! Fill out the
Music Team survey to indicate your preferences, or just email me at the new address: music@uucqc.org. With
a few stalwart musicians leaving for the winter, we could definitely use more help in the vocal and chime
choirs! Instrumentalists, especially guitarists, are always welcome.
I would like to extend a special THANK YOU to Lorna Johnson and Matthew Toland for their work
with the Children's Choir and Chalice Chimes, respectively. Their groups did a great job at the Union
Thanksgiving service. I was so pleased to see the variety of ways and ages of people participating in music.
There is great joy and comradery in participation in a musical ensemble. I know our vocal choir enjoyed having
the extra support of Edwards Congregational choir joining with them. Wasn't that fun? Let's do it again next
year!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes From Your Staff:
Are you looking to become more involved in your Congregation?
Wanting to know what volunteer opportunities are available?
Please share your talents and time with us. We will be holding a Volunteer Recruitment Meeting
on Sunday, January 25, 2015 at 1:00 in the Lounge. Please rsvp the office 1-563-359-0816. For
questions please contact Sherri Pauli at administrator@uucqc.org.

From Bill Schulz President and CEO
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
The failure of a Staten Island grand jury to bring charges against New York City police officer Daniel Pantaleo,
who choked Eric Garner to death for disputing the sale of loose cigarettes, will be regarded as one of the great

miscarriages of justice in U.S. history.
There can be no question that (1) Garner was not even suspected of a violent offense; (2) the dispute was verbal
and hence did not warrant a physical response; and (3) once Garner pleaded that he couldn't breathe, the officer
should have immediately loosened his hold upon him. And how do we know these three things? Because the
world saw them!
Is it any wonder that so many people mistrust the police and, indeed, the U.S. justice system itself? How much
value do our justice system and our society place on the lives of people of color? It behooves all of us to look
long and hard at those questions.
If you are looking for a way to take concrete action, I would urge you to send a message to the Justice
Department. The Justice Department has announced that it will conduct an investigation into the death of Eric
Garner. We need to do all that we can to make sure that this investigation is conducted fully and fairly, and that
its findings are promptly released.
http://actnow.uusc.org/site/R?i=nvRcN-LBsqtnnGPWaScnMQ
We must also call on the Justice Department to investigate the much broader problem of police mistreatment of
people of color in the United States.
http://actnow.uusc.org/site/R?i=oUZG-5oWAzRVdtYn-uMO1w
It can be tempting to place our faith wholeheartedly in governments and institutions, including the justice
system. But those systems can sometimes fail and betray our deepest values. We must constantly work to hold
our government accountable.
At the same time, we can renew our faith by joining people throughout the country who have risen up, in
displays of solidarity and community, to affirm that all lives matter.
Sincerely,
Bill Schulz
President and CEO
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
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