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UU NEWS JANUARY 29

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a
glance upcoming events at the UUCQC.

*Please note: This is only a partial list of upcoming
events. A full calendar can be found at

www.uucqc.org
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Who's Got Next?

I often like to say that everything I learned, I
learned on the schoolyard. That is of course a bit
of an exaggeration. However I learned many core
values through those experiences. I was not very
athletic as a youth, but after school the main
activity that my friends and I participated in was
playing sports in the schoolyard. When we would
play basketball, two captains were picked and
then they would each choose 4 other players.
Often I was the tenth person picked or if there
were more than 10 people, and if I wasn’t picked,
I would shout “next”, meaning I would be the
captain of the next team to choose four players
and play the winning team. And thus the last
became the first. The lesson I learned was
patience, and by watching others play I learned the ability to spot talented players to choose
for my team. When the game was over someone would shout “Who’s Got Next”
It never bothered me if I wasn’t chosen, as I knew I would get a chance to participate. I knew I
wasn’t as good a shooter as the other players in the schoolyard. But when I got on the court, I
was tenacious, playing full court defense, and using every ounce of ability I had. I learned the
value of hard work. I learned the value of teamwork by learning how to pass the ball to others
who were better shooters. I learned the value of both humility and perseverance when I would
drive to the basket and take a hard foul, and get back up and keep going. It taught me when
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you are in the mix of things, sometimes it isn’t easy. It also taught me to stay engaged even
when things didn’t go my way. The most important lesson I learned was not only to
understand what my limits were but that my limits could grow over time. I knew I would never
be a great basketball player. What I learned was playing with other more talented players
made me a better player, and that I could win by just playing my part.
First and foremost, I want to take this space to thank our paid staff for everything they do and
to let them know how much I appreciate their hard work. As well I want to thank all the
volunteers who without which this Congregation could not function in the manner that it does.
Even when I forget to plan for something, I know people will jump in and help. For those who
have been sitting on the sidelines, now is the time to step forward. We need you. Your
participation in Congregational Life will impact in a positive way your experience in helping
build this beloved community. In order to sustain and continue to add more programs, to have
our message reach others who desperately need to hear it, and to have our values impact the
larger community, we need everybody to participate in whatever part you can play.

We have a particular volunteer need for people to help organize our Silent Auction
Fundraiser the end of March. It is short term role. The more people who volunteer the
more fun it will be!!

So I have one question: Who’s Got Next?

With a grateful heart,
Rev. Jay Wolin

FEBRUARY ARE
led by Andrea Hawkins Kamper,
Ministerial Intern

Whether we have been a Unitarian
Universalist for our entire lives, are
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Thursdays @ 6:30 PM
February 6
February 13
February 20
February 27
March 5

multi-generational, or are here for the
first time, we each carry a religious past
that influences how we move in the
world. Our religious constructs may
have shifted fundamentally over our
lives and maybe they have not changed
much, if at all. This program is about
creating paths to connect our own
individual beliefs into a narrative that
allows us to be more fully present in our
communities. Join me for this five
session exploration of who we are by
understanding where we have been.

Beginning of 2020 Schedule:

Building the World We Dream About is a
program designed to promote multicultural
welcome, inclusion, and affirmation in all
facets of Unitarian Universalist
congregational life. It intention is to develop
participants’ knowledge and skills in
addressing issues related to race, ethnicity,
and cultural identity both individually and
institutionally, as well as, identify ways
congregations can build
multiracial/multicultural communities of love
and justice.

Please join us Sunday mornings from 9-9:50
in the Community Room for the 5-Week
conclusion of this series. Childcare is
available and coffee is provided. If you have
any questions, please contact Ashley
at adultre@uucqc.org.

2/2: Building the World We Dream About

Sundays @ 5 PM
Nov 2019 - Jan 2020

Take Control of your money with Financial
Peace University (FPU)! This nine-lesson
course uses common sense to help you
tackle budgeting, pay off debt, and make
your money work for you! FPU includes your
member workbook and a year of free online
resources through Financial Peace
Membership. Childcare is provided at no
additional cost. Registration and payment is
required prior to the first class.

The class on Sunday evenings has
gotten a little off track due to various
reasons, so there will be no meeting
this week. The last two meetings will
be:

Jan 26 & Feb 3

January 30, 2020
@ 6 PM
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What Does It Mean
To Be A People of

Resilience?

When did we decide that resilience was a solo project?

It's not that we consciously defined it that way. It's just what we were taught, from the time we were little until,
well, today. The same thing was - and is - said in so many ways: "Pull yourself up by your own bootstraps";
"You're stronger than you think."; "If at first you don't succeed, try, try again.”; “What doesn’t kill you makes
you stronger.” The cultural message is clear: resilience depends on you - your individual toughness and inner
strength. It’s a solo act.

And it’s not just our culture, but our UU faith too. We also prop up this heroic and individualistic form of
resilience. We UUs famously rejected the idea that human beings are depraved, sinful and weak and
replaced it with the view that people are inherently worthy and strong. As one leading UU voice put it, “Our
moral fiber is equal to all demands!” It’s the ultimate “You can do it!” theology.

Yet at our best, we don’t stop there. We say two things at the same time: “You can do it.” and ”You don’t have
to do it on your own!”

Remember those folk sayings that hold up the image of a tree being able to bend with the wind? Remember
how they end with a message about resilience resting in our ability to flexibly lean and bend? Well, for us
UUs, another kind of leaning is just as important: the practice of leaning on those next to us! Yes, bend with
the wind we say, but also remember that no one makes it through the windstorms alone.

It’s all a reminder that while resilience has a lot to do with what is inside us, it equally depends on what
is between us. This is where our Soul Matters framing is so important: we are indeed a people of resilience.
Forget solo act; think community choir! We survive our pain by having the strength to tell others about it. We
find the courage to make our way through the dark only when we sense we are not alone. Internal and
individual grit only gets us so far; empathy, assurance and love from others gets us the rest of the
way. Resilience has everything to do with the water within which we swim and the web of connections that
surround us. Resilient people arise from resilient relationships!

So friends, this month, let’s look around as much as look within. Let’s let up on all the “grin and bear it” talk
and instead grab the hand that is reaching our way. Let’s help each other remember that resilience arises not
so much when we dig deep but when we remember we don’t have to do it all on our own!

The Youth Religious Education Team will
be hosting two OWL (Our Whole Lives)
trainings - one at the beginning of March
and the second in mid-April. OWL is a
series of sexual education programs for
youth (typically grades K-9). The youth RE
team is in need of volunteers who enjoy
preparing food and would help with the
meals (likely breakfast and dinner) for the
attendees and trainers. The meals could be
potluck style with multiple congregants
bringing dishes to share, or fully prepared
meals in the UU kitchen. Please email
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OWL Trainings
Brenda Peters (PetersBrendaJ@sau.edu)
if you are willing to provide meal prep.

Thank you!

TRAININGS & ORIENTATIONS
Beginning this month!

As we head into the second half of the church year, we have a
number of small group facilitator trainings available!

Three Month Intensive Facilitator Training
Fourth Wednesdays, January - March, 7:30 pm ET
For more details and to register click here

Five Month Experiential Facilitator Group
Last Tuesdays, January - May, 7:00 pm ET
For more details and to register click here

All trainings are led by our Soul Matters founder and team lead, Rev Scott Tayler.
If you are interested in setting up special training and monthly support groups for just
your facilitators, contact me at susan@soulmatterssharingcircle.com.
Feel free to reach out to me with any other questions as well.

In Faith and Partnership and on behalf of the entire Soul Matters Team
Susan Arnold
Membership Director, Soul Matters Sharing Circle
susan@soulmatterssharingcircle.com
www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com
You're invited to join us on Facebook!
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Iowa Coalition Plans
Major Climate Action
Before Caucuses

The UUCQC Environmental Team is
joining a coalition of forty organizations
who will take collective climate action on

Saturday, February 1st at noon in Des
Moines, just before the Iowa Caucuses.
Participants will gather at Cowles
Commons, 221 Walnut Street, in Des
Moines and parade to the Iowa Events
Center, where media from around the
world will assemble to report on the Iowa
Caucuses. The action is non-partisan and
not organized in support of any presidential
candidate.

If you are interested in attending this event,
there will be a bus leaving from Iowa City,
early that morning and returning later that
same day. It will cost only $12 round trip. We
need a firm number of attendees by January
3rd to provide to the organization chartering
the bus. We are also considering a local
caravan/carpool.

You can learn more about the event by
contacting the steering committee
at communications@climatemarch.org .
Contacts are Samantha Kuhn at 847-682-2924
and Steve Shivvers at 515-468-3923.
Contact Lori O'Dell McCollum at 309-230-2672
or lori_mccollum@sbcglobal.net for local
transportation.

Plant a Tree on your own property
Help find homes for free trees
help plant saplings

To sign up or for more information, contact
Rev. Jay Wolin or the Green Sanctuary
Team.

A project of the Faith Leaders Caucus of Quad
Cities Interfaith and Living Lands & Water.
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Celebrations

of Life

Kriss Wells

It is with deep sadness that I have to let you
know that beloved member Kriss Wells died
on January 23, 2020 in Minneapolis after a
year-long battle with leukemia. Kriss was on
my search committee that brought me to the
Quad Cities. Kriss was the first chair of the
social justice team the Congregation started
after I arrived. He was committed to fighting
the climate crises and all forms of injustice.
He walked the talk and put his body and
freedom on the line to fight the Dakota
Access Pipeline. Kriss always showed up in
whatever way he could if anyone needed
help. Kriss always had a good word for
everyone and was so laid back. He was an
inspiration and was dearly loved and will be
dearly missed.

His obituary can be found at http://www.startribune.com/obituaries/detail/0000343921
/?fbclid=IwAR0UZYAotMY6dTe73zKFrgQH2E_yyOKtUzJoCS81SwtpmXDPtC6k3Pjd120

A Remembrance Circle will be held on February 22 at 10am at Unitarian
Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities in Davenport, Iowa followed by a
potluck.

Jo Ann Crane

A memorial service will be held at the
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Unitarian Church, 3707 Eastern Ave,
Davenport, IA on March 21, 2020 at
11:30am.

***UU Second Time
Around Sale!****

May 1st and
May 2nd,

2020

Yes, it's only January but winter is often clearing, organizing, decluttering and
downsizing time. Please consider items to donate to our annual sale. Proceeds
are an important LINE ITEM in our budget. Donating is a great way to contribute,
to add to the bottom line, to free yourself from clutter making your life easier!

IMMEDIATE REQUEST: VOLUNTEERS for Specific Areas

You’d be part of the managing team that will work with small, specific
areas. Can you do Kitchen items or Crafts or Holiday items or Children’s clothes
or Pictures and Frames? What is your interest, expertise or hobby? Let’s work it!

VOLUNTEERS
~ have great snacks during your work time
~ have fun with friends you know
~ meet and get to know new people
~ can eye the selections as they come in
~ have the FIRST CHOICE TO BUY before Friday morning

SECOND REQUEST: SPACE TO STORE AN ITEM OR FEW

At times we have great donations that must be taken earlier than the Sunday
before the sale or we will lose them. Do you have any space in your garage,
spare room or down in the basement for a bin or two, a corner for a small table or
under the bed in the guest room for a sewing machine in a box?
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**** IMMEDIATE NEED***
A fantastic 5-ft RECUMBENT EXERCISE BIKE needs to be stored for a few

months. Can you house it? (maybe even use it?)

Lucia Auman: text 309-794-9231 or hopetownlight@gmail.com
Nichole at UU: office@uucqc.org

REMINDER!!
Budget request forms that were sent out to chairs of the teams are due by JANUARY 31!
Please return them in person to Rev. Jay Wolin, Diann Herington or by email to
heringtond@gmail.com.

News from the

Sanctuary Team
Webinar Sponsored by UUSC, AFSC, and
Freedom for Immigrants

The Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee (UUSC) is co-sponsoring a
webinar series entitled "Changing Systems,
Changing Ourselves" beginning on Tuesday,
January 28 at 7 PM at the church. This is a
five month series with one session per
month on the last Tuesday of every month. It is designed to eliminate racist attitudes and
practices from those doing social justice work and ties in very nicely with the work we have
been doing in the forum series led by Ashley Myers.

You can register for the sessions for free on the AFSC web page or you can email John
Dunsheath at j.dunsheath@aol.com, and he will send the link to you , also for free! You can watch
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the sessions alone or you can join the group at the church and par�cipate in the discussion
a�erwards. The discussions should be fun and informa�ve - so hope to see you there!

February 25 @ 7 PM: Criminaliza�on and immigra�on deten�on''s place in the prison industrial complex.

March 24 @ 7 PM: An�-Blackness and immigrant jus�ce.

April 28 @ 7 PM: Accompaniment as an�-racist prac�ce with on-the-ground case studies.

May 26 @ TBD: On the ground case study coaching sessions based on par�cipant needs.

All are welcome to join the lunch
bunch at

The Combine, East Moline

*take I-74/US-6 E and River Drive
to Bend Blvd, turn left onto Bend
Blvd, East Moline.

(That free glass of wine is still
waiting ... !)

Jackie Erikson - jdherikson@aol.com

WOW Lunch
Thu February 6

11:30 AM

MORE
TRIVIA
ANYONE?
What do you know about Star
Wars? Get your team together
and let's TRIVIA!!

Contact the office at
office@uucqc.org to register.

Registration is now open
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for the 2020 MidAmerica
Regional Assembly. This
year, our Regional Assembly
will be held at the Unitarian
Universalist Church
in Rockford, IL on Saturday,
April 18.

Please click on the following link to find out more information about Regional
Assembly including pricing, hotel information, our schedule of events, workshop
information, how to register, and much more:

https://www.uua.org/midamerica/ra/2020

Our keynote speaker will be Taquiena Boston, Special Advisor to the UUA President for
Institutional Inclusion, Equity, and Change. The day will feature worship, the annual business
meeting, lunch, keynote presentation, select workshops, and a presentation from members of
the Commission on Institutional Change.

On Friday evening, April 17, the UU Church in Rockford will graciously host an evening
gathering for those in town. Reverend Matthew Johnson, minister of the Rockford Church, will
be in touch with clergy about a regional Unitarian Universalist Ministers Association (UUMA)
gathering on Friday, April 17.

We have heard your feedback and there are changes in this RA! First, every room at RA will
have a microphone. In addition, we have shortened the event to one day for those who
cannot stay away from home very long. We will also live stream the annual business meeting
and keynote speaker for those who are interested but not able to attend (Note that only those
on site will be able to vote in the business meeting).

We look forward to seeing you there!

CIRCLE SUPPER UPDATE

Thanks to Susan Perry and Stan Goodyear for hosting
our January Circle Supper!

There will be no supper in February. The scheduled
time is the same night as the church fundraiser and Trivia
Night. Let's all attend that instead!

The next supper will be March 14, 2020. We

already have two hosts.

Please call/text or email to sign up or ask questions.

Sylvia Roba - 563.271.0743 - sylviaroba@gmail.com
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ART WALL PHOTOS

All are continually invited to drop off or email a photo of yourself/family to display on the UU
Family Wall. All appropriate photos are appreciated! Formal, informal, wedding, vacation,

holiday ... awkward!
We welcome however you wish to be known by the Congregation!

In order to become more familiar with our UU Family, please include names and (if desired)
UU participation.

Photos can be emailed to: welcome@uucqc.org or tracytuftee@yahoo.com or just drop them off at the wall.
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UUCQC OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Nichole (office@uucqc.org)
563.359.0816

REV. JAY WOLIN
Call 563.359.0816 or email minister@uucqc.org

UU NEWS Submission Deadline:
Every Wednesday at 10 AM. No exceptions.
office@uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities
www.uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities | 3707 Eastern Avenue, Davenport, IA 52807

Unsubscribe thethinker@dennisdarland.com
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