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UU NEWS FEBRUARY 26

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a
glance upcoming events at the UUCQC.

*Please note: This is only a partial list of upcoming
events. A full calendar can be found at

www.uucqc.org

VIEW SITE

NEXT SUNDAY @ 10 AM
March 8
"Called to Courage"
Visiting Minister
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THIS SUNDAY @ 10 AM
March 1
"The Meaning of Life"
Rev. Jay Wolin

Religion and Philosophy have long
tried to answer the question of what is
the meaning of life. Today you find out!
(Just kidding). Although I may not have
the final answer, I will share wisdom of
what various world religions and other
wisdom sources speak about this
question.

Richard Rohr writes, "When you get
your, 'Who am I?' question right, all of
your, 'What should I do?' questions
tend to take care of themselves." Join
us as we explore what it means to
embrace who we are, and to move
forward with courage and conviction
into the future that we can build
together.

Special Note: Rev. Jay will be on vacation 3/2 - 3/6

March 18
6 PM

Story Church does something
unique, something special: it
creates an affirming space
where your stories matter. A
place where you are witnessed
in your fullness, where you
matter. We tell real stories
here, making real community,
well, real.

March's service, which will be on March 18 2020 at 6pm in the UUCQC sanctuary, will be
focused on telling our stories of the Holy Fire, the stories of the transformational power of
Spirit.

Bring your stories of transformation, bring your stories of Spirit moving in your life. Bring you,
however and wherever you are, and when we say that, we mean it.

Come, tell your stories. We want to hear them.
Come, break bread with us as we celebrate Holy Communion together. All are welcome at
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God's table.
Come, sing Van Halen and Journey* songs with us.

It's going to be fantastic.

*No really. We sing pop and rock songs as hymns at Story Church, and this is no exception.
Get ready, because Van Halen's "Right Now" and Journey's "Don't Stop Believing'" are on the
menu for this service.

MARCHLetter from the
ashes to ashes, dust to dust

I have known Death for a very long time. I was seven when I first met Her, giving me three
days off school, filled with visits of barely remembered aunts and uncles in southeastern
Missouri, as well as the first, and last, time I met my great aunt Ruth Ann Jones. I remember
playing with John Deere tractors in the grass at her graveside during the service.

all is stardust, ad astra per aspera.

In the end, it was fear that was broke the illusion of control.

My spiritual director asked me: “Why do you fear yourself?” It was a journaling prompt, an
ask to explore why I hesitate. Why I stop. Why I pause when I should act, and conversely,
why I act when I should pause.

The exercise taught me that fearing myself is the denial of intuition.
The denial of intuition results in failing to wholly trust myself.
Failing to wholly trust myself is to allow myself to be defined by others.

“Why do you fear yourself?” has become a negotiation, fear no longer a barrier to be
surmounted or an enemy to be slain. Fear should never be ignored like one of those cheesy
‘90’s “No Fear!” windshield graphics, but it should be transformed.

Fear is a collaborator. Talk to your fear, converse with it. What does it want and what are you
feeding it? Listen to your fear – but also make your fear listen to you. Grow your strength and
confidence through relationship.

This is the whole point of Ash Wednesday, a day that makes my liturgical heart sing.
Remember, you are dust, and to dust you shall return. What is fear in the face of that
certainty? Fear is nothing but something to be in relationship with, just like everything.
Transformation.

Ashes to ashes, dust to dust
Remember, you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
Remember that you are but stardust, and to the stars you shall return.
Remember that.
Why do you fear yourself?
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We got this.

JOIN THE DISCUSSION

UU Parent
Discussion Group

Raising Children in the
Age of Climate Change

•Imagining their future
•Believing in science
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Adult Forum: 9:00-9:50
Community Room

March 1, 15, 22

•Figh�ng despair
•Modeling ac�vism
•Teaching love of nature
•Climate and social jus�ce

Thursdays @ 6:30 PM
February 27
March 5

FEBRUARY ARE
led by Andrea Hawkins Kamper,
Ministerial Intern

Whether we have been a Unitarian
Universalist for our entire lives, are
multi-generational, or are here for the
first time, we each carry a religious past
that influences how we move in the
world. Our religious constructs may
have shifted fundamentally over our
lives and maybe they have not changed
much, if at all. This program is about
creating paths to connect our own
individual beliefs into a narrative that
allows us to be more fully present in our
communities. Join me for this five
session exploration of who we are by
understanding where we have been.

OWL Trainings
March 6 - 8
April 17 - 19

The Youth Religious Education Team will be
hosting two OWL (Our Whole Lives) trainings.
OWL is a series of sexual education programs for
youth (typically grades K-9). The youth RE team is
in need of volunteers who enjoy preparing food
and would help with the meals (likely breakfast
and dinner) for the attendees and trainers. The
meals could be potluck style with multiple
congregants bringing dishes to share, or fully
prepared meals in the UU kitchen.

Please email Brenda Peters
(PetersBrendaJ@sau.edu) if you are willing
to provide meal prep.

Thank you!
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GREEN PROJECT ...

The Giving Garden group has been
struggling to keep up with weeds and
harvesting. How can you help?

Come to the congregation-wide
Grounds and Gardens clean-up
day (April 4) and volunteer to
help build the boxes for raised
beds, which make weeding
easier
Get trained about which plants to
pull and which to leave by
emailing Heather B.
at h_brinks@yahoo.com
Join the Giving Garden email list
to get updates on tasks and fulfill
those tasks
Watch this newsletter during the
summer and do tasks when they
are listed
Join or organize Social Weeding
events

The UUCQC Giving Garden grows organic
produce to share with community members

who need fresh food.

MARCH 8 @ 1 PM

sponsored by the

Green Sanctuary Project of the
Social Justice Team &

The Sierra Club

Right to Harm is a documentary on Confined
Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) and the
impact they have on the environment. In Iowa they
have huge impact. The expert panel discussion
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after the movie will include Dr. James Merchant, U
of IA Dept. of Public Health, Diane Rosenberg,
Iowa Association of Responsible Agriculture and
Mike Carberry, Sierra Club.

The event is free.

Plant a Tree on your own property
Help find homes for free trees
help plant saplings

To sign up or for more information, contact
Rev. Jay Wolin or the Green Sanctuary
Team.

A project of the Faith Leaders Caucus of Quad
Cities Interfaith and Living Lands & Water.

April is just around the corner!
The Environmental Justice (a.k.a.
Green Sanctuary) and Grounds
Teams are gearing up for our second
annual spring clean-up. This year it will
be a fabulous family activity, as there
will not be any chain-saw work.

Saturday, April 4
(rain date April 11)

Chalice lighting at 9:00 in the parking lot and work starts for:
clearing out the Giving & Pollinator Gardens
building & filling raised beds for the Giving Garden
rotating compost
raking and raking and raking
picking up sticks
more picking up sticks
clearing out three ornamental gardens
spreading mulch

At 10:00 the Guardians of the Prairie and Forest will assist the
Grounds Team Prairie Group with a prairie burn; this will be
great eco-entertainment for us of all.

Pizza at noon.

Please put these dates on your calendar. More information to
follow.
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EFT Annual Pledge

If you haven't made your pledge yet, you can do so by visiting the website or picking up a
card at the Congregation. Your support is greatly appreciated!

The current Mission and Vision statements,
which are printed on the back of your order
of service each week, have remained
unchanged for about 15 years. After asking
for input from the congregation, the M&VTF
crafted a new mission statement and a
vision statement. The new statement is
short, in line with the current preferences for
short mission statements and concise vision
statements. For example, the mission
statement for TEDTalks is “Sharing Ideas.” A
short statement also helps us when asked
“what does it mean to be a Unitarian
Universalist? What do you do?” Matthew
Toland began as the leader of the project;
the rest of the team followed through on the
plan laid out under his leadership.

The concept that showed up repeatedly and most often in our data collection was the idea of community in its
many aspects. As a unifying theme, we called upon the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s concept of Beloved
Community as a society based on justice, equal opportunity, and love of one's fellow human beings. This is
most definitely in line with our principles and our goals as a congregation. Thus was born our newly proposed
mission statement:

“Building Beloved Community”

The vision statement speaks to our intended method of achieving our mission of Creating Beloved
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Community - to actively create that community by seeking to be inclusive, by means of social justice, and
inspired by our Unitarian Universalist principles. We strive to be a place where people do not feel a need to
change themselves to fit in, but rather to be a place where people can bring their whole selves and find that
they truly belong. This subtle difference allows room for personal and community growth, but does not require
a silencing of the self in order to be part of the congregational family.

The current vision statement incorporates each of our seven principles. While specific, it is difficult to
remember and repeat. We chose instead to reference the Principles but not enumerate them. In the print
order of service and in online publications, we will include a link to the UUA website that lists the 7 Principles

(https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles) so that the information is readily

accessible, but the printed statement is clean and easy to remember:
Our vision is to be an inclusive place of belonging that works for social justice, as inspired by our Principles.
The Mission and Vision Task Force is interested in your feedback. You may speak to any of us in person or

send an email to Nicole at office@uucqc.org and she will forward your comments to the group. We will

be voting on the final mission and vision statement at our Annual Meeting May 17,2020.
Phil Hammerand, Aubrey Ryan, Diana Schneider, Jennifer Stumpff, and Rev. Jay Wolin

LOST DRUM ...
If anyone has seen a handmade deer hide drum with a crystal handle, please
contact Kathleen Carter: kathleenKC51@gmail.com or 563.505.6339

It is WOW time again!

March 5 @ 11:30 AM

Thunder Bay Grille
6511 N Brady Street - Davenport

All are welcome to join together for
conversation and food. Want to
know more? Just ask Jackie at
jdherikson@aol.com

Sunday, March 8
11:15 AM

The Happy Human Book Club seeks to understand the
many faces of humanism as represented in print and
video. Drop-ins are welcome; there is no requirement to
read the book.

Sunday March 8, we will watch a video about
Malcom Gladwell's book "Talking to Strangers:
What We Should KNow About the People We
Don't Know".
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Sunday, April 12, we will discuss the book
"Voices in the Stones: Life Lessons from the
Native Way" by Kent Nerburn. The book is
available in paperback and Kindle, and is
available through the Illinois interlibrary loan.

For the meeting, RSVPs are not required, but

CIRCLE SUPPER TIME!!
PLEASE JOIN US!!

The next supper will be

March 14, 2020. We already have two

hosts.

For more information or to sign up, please
email/text:

Sylvia Roba - 563.271.0743 -
sylviaroba@gmail.com

The Annual UUCQC Coffee
House & Silent Auction

SAVE THE DATES!!

March 27th and 28th

Please consider supporting our biggest annual
fundraiser by donating gift certificates,
merchandise, services, or unique
experiences!

Dear Beloved Congregation:

As promised, Darrell Thode and I (Tracy
Tuftee) have been covering some ground in
the business community to get some fun
donations for the Coffee House Silent Auction
(March 27 & 28). We have a bit of a friendly
rivalry going and I’m a little sad to tell you,
Darrell is beating me pretty badly. He’s gotten more donations than I have. But, I am inclined to think
that he’s using some kind of Jedi mind trick. Ok… I probably have to admit, Darrell is just awesome,
perseverant and humble. People like him! (Don’t tell him I said that.)

We still would love to see some donations from our membership. Coffeehouse is our biggest
fundraiser for the year and the silent auction is a major part of the revenue from the event. In the
past we have received donations of valuable artwork, gift baskets, hand crafted goods, services,
unique experiences, food items, vacation home rentals. What are you inspired to offer your
Congregation? (Also, since I wrote this for the newsletter, anything offered by members goes toward
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my donation count! HELP ME!!! :P)

If you would like to donate to Team Tracy, contact me at welcome@uucqc.org or 319-415-9021. Or
just grab one of us at church! Thank you and take care!

***UU Second Time
Around Sale!****

May 1st and
May 2nd,

2020

~~~~~~~SECOND TIME AROUND SALE~~~~~~~

UPDATE and BIG ANNOUNCEMENT

We are now 8 1l2 weeks before the doors open at 8 AM for our fundraising Sale.
Several good volunteers have stepped up to coordinate small areas of the sale such as
children's toys, games and puzzles, books, pots and pans, tools, linens, accessories
(scarves, belts, handbags, really nice shoes) and holiday items.

Opportunities still awaits YOU to be in charge of a small area. Jewelry isn't taken.
There are children’s clothes, electronics, antiques, pictures, frames and hanging
things. Outdoor furniture, regular furniture, stationery, baskets and such. Small
household appliances, big appliances (will we have that?). Material and yarn, hats, and
clay cats and more and more and more.

2 parts to this: *1 More volunteers are needed for small sections.
*2 Items for each of those categories are needed.

If you are already boxing them up and absolutely must get them out of your space
before time, we do have a small bit of storage. Let us know.

BIG ANNOUNCEMENT!! .......

Oh, we’ve taken up enough space for this week and a BIG ANNOUNCEMENT really

should have its own glory so STAY TUNED!

Lucia Auman: text 309-794-9231 or hopetownlight@gmail.com
Nichole at UU: office@uucqc.org

VERY BIG Thank UUs to the following
angels for their generosity, working
together to make Kriss Well's Celebration
of Life Circle of Sharing and Lunch
Reception meaningful for all. Your ministry
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Thank UU to Alice T., Anne Marie T.,
Darrell T., Cathy W., Linda G., and Cathy
W. for helping plan the 2020 Giving
Garden. Even in decision making, results
are better when we work together! ~
Heather B.

of loving care is deeply appreciated. Darcy
Anderson, Alice Traylor, John Bowman,
Linda Goff, KAthy Bowman, Steve
Spring, Barb Thompson, Judie Lance,
Stacie Salsbury, Alice MArtin (and
granddaughters May & Heidi), Lucia
Dryanski, Molly Teigland, Jon Halladay,
Julie Ross, Cathy Bolkom, Joyce Singh,
Lori McCollum, Doug McCollum, Bill
Robinson.

Thank UU also to everyone who donated
so many delicious finger desserts and
snacks! ~ Celebration of Life Coordinators,
Thia Sadlek & Joanne Maciejko

ART WALL PHOTOS
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Have you submitted your photo for the wall?

All are continually invited to drop off or email a photo of yourself/family to display on the UU
Family Wall. All appropriate photos are appreciated! Formal, informal, wedding, vacation,

holiday ... awkward!
We welcome however you wish to be known by the Congregation!

In order to become more familiar with our UU Family, please include names and (if desired)
UU participation.

Photos can be emailed to: welcome@uucqc.org or tracytuftee@yahoo.com or just drop them off at the wall.

UUCQC OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Nichole (office@uucqc.org)
563.359.0816

REV. JAY WOLIN
Call 563.359.0816 or email minister@uucqc.org

UU NEWS Submission Deadline:
Every Wednesday at 10 AM. No exceptions.
office@uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities
www.uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities | 3707 Eastern Avenue, Davenport, IA 52807
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Unsubscribe thethinker@dennisdarland.com

Update Profile | About Constant Contact

Sent by office@uucqc.org in collaboration with

Try email marketing for free today!
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