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thethinker@dennisdarland.com

From: Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <beth@uucqc.ccsend.com> on 

behalf of Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <office@uucqc.org>

Sent: Friday, May 29, 2020 10:22 AM

To: thethinker@dennisdarland.com

Subject: News UU Can Use ...

UU NEWS MAY 29

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a 
glance upcoming events at the UUCQC.

*Please note: This is only a partial list of upcoming 
events. A full calendar can be found at 

www.uucqc.org

VIEW SITE

STAYING IN TOUCH
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THIS SUNDAY @ 10 AM
May 31
"All That Ends, Must Begin Anew" 
Andrea Hawkins-Kamper, Ministerial Intern

My time with you as intern 
minister is ending next month, 
and with my recent graduation 
from Meadville-Lombard, it is time 
to turn towards what comes next. 
Join us as we celebrate being on 
the threshold of something new, 
finding hope in the darkness of 
the new.

Please connect through Zoom via 
computer, app or phone 

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/112081914
Meeting ID: 112 081 914

Phone In:1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

We will open the zoom room at 9:30 
AM and give brief instructions on how 
to operate within zoom. If you need 
help accessing zoom, please contact 
Rev. Jay Wolin. This week we 
encourage you to stay after service 
and we will have a virtual coffee hour. 
There is a way to break out into small 
groups on zoom. We hope to continue 
to add online programming for small 
group discussion, adult religious 
education and just virtual connecting. 
Stay tuned for more information.

NEXT SUNDAY @ 10 AM
June 7
"Compassion in Time of Covid" 
Rev. Jay Wolin

What does it mean to be 
compassionate as Unitarian 
Universalists. How do we remain 
compassionate with physical 
distancing and wearing masks 
and with those who choose not to 
do so. Our society is clearly 
polarizing. What is the 
compassionate way to act in the 
face of polarization?

Please connect through Zoom via 
computer, app or phone 

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/112081914
Meeting ID: 112 081 914

Phone In:1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

We will open the zoom room at 9:30 
AM and give brief instructions on how 
to operate within zoom. If you need 
help accessing zoom, please contact 
Rev. Jay Wolin. This week we 
encourage you to stay after service 
and we will have a virtual coffee hour. 
There is a way to break out into small 
groups on zoom. We hope to continue 
to add online programming for small 
group discussion, adult religious 
education and just virtual connecting. 
Stay tuned for more information.
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A WORD FROM THE BOARD

The Board of Trustees would like to welcome the newest members to serve on 
the Board of Trustees: Phil Hammerand (Treasurer), Heather Keyt 
Brinkschroeder and Alice Martin.  Returning member, Colleen Sibthorp will also 
continue to serve. Our thanks to Linda Goff and John Dunsheath for agreeing to 
serve on Leadership Development and were re-elected on May 17th.  

In addition members of the congregation agreed to accept the 2020-2021 annual 
budget as presented.

Lastly, on the ballot was a vote to accept the revision of the Mission and Vision 
statement. Because of the interest expressed and discussion during and after the 
town hall on May 10th, we’d like to share some details about the voting results of 
this item:  77% (or 56 members) of members voted for the revision and 23% (17 
members) voted against.Best practices advise we review and update our Mission 
and Vision statements at a minimum of every 2 years. We plan to continue to 
review our Mission and Vision statement. 

Thank you to all who participated. We received a lot of positive feedback from 
members about how it was run - thank you to all who shared their support of this 
important congregational activity.  

The Board of Trustees

OPENING AND CLOSING

Dear Congregants,

I do believe religious community is essential to our Congregant’s (I 

would say everyone’s) lives. The Board of Trustees met May 26
th

and after much discernment has decided to maintain no in-person 

activities inside our building through August 31
st
. I want to stress that 

although the building is closed, our connections to each other are 
still open. We have weekly services and children’s programs over 
zoom. We are starting adult religious education classes and 
meditation over zoom. We are even having all our committee 
meetings over zoom. We have congregants using physical 
distancing and wearing masks working on our garden which grows 
healthy food which we donate to food banks. We are still working 
with agencies to help asylum seekers. We are working with those in 

need in the community who are most at risk. We are adapting to meet the needs the best way we can for and 
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with our Congregants. Our programs are still strong and ongoing. I invite everyone to be more intentional 
about connecting.

Yes it is hard not being in person. The hardest part for me is not being able to be with members who are ill in 
the hospital or isolated in Nursing Homes. We have some congregants who do not have access to the 
internet and so they are being connected via phone or notes. Connections have not ended because we are 
not in person. Building community happens, but in a different way that focuses on the health of our 
Congregants first. Although we often practice our faith in our building we are not limited by it. We find 
meaning both inside and outside our walls. 

The first and foremost concern of this decision is the health and safety of our Congregants and the larger 
community. Every, and I mean EVERY reputable Doctor and Scientist I have talked to has said that being in 
enclosed spaces for long periods of time significantly increases the chances that the virus will be spread. We 
have now seen other states that have opened early have had a spike in cases. We are looking at CDC 
guidelines for consistent decrease of new cases, availability of hospital beds and availability of testing as part 
of our criteria to reopen. 

Unitarian Universalism sources of wisdom include asking us to “heed the guidance of reason and the results 
of science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit;" Science is clearly telling us to not be in 
person now. If that changes, we will change as well. But for now we use the best information that is available 
to us. Being part of a liberal religious faith is changing when the circumstances change.

Unitarian Universalism calls on me to promote compassion in human relations. Religion at its best should 
lead people to a more compassionate life. It is the compassionate thing to not have in person services. To 
not put people in direct danger of getting a deadly illness. To not put people in the position that they may 
unwittingly cause the death of another congregant.

This virus has highlighted our principle that calls us to respect the interdependent web of existence of which 
we are a part. What we do affects everything. Everything. We are being asked to sacrifice our in person time 
together so that others who have vulnerable states of health can live until we find a treatment or vaccine for 
the virus or the rate of infection significantly decreases. It is true that the virus is not as prevalent here in the 
Quad Cities in total cases compared to larger cities. However both Iowa and Illinois rank in the top third in per 
capita infections. In Scott County, 1 in 500 people have tested positive for the virus. We must remain as 
vigilant as we can be to keep the infections down. 

The Unitarian Universalist Association is recommending we plan to not be in person until May 2021. We have 
decided to take a more graduated approach closing for three months and then seeing what the 
circumstances are. We make these decisions grounded in conscience with love and compassion for each 
other. Let us open our hearts to compassion for each other

with a grateful heart

Rev. Jay Wolin

2 - Week Membership Class: History, Theology, Congregation 
Principles and Sources – Relational rather than informational
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-Sundays Beginning 5/24/2020 Evening from 4-5:30 PM 
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/98417232368
Facilitators: Jay & Ashley

Social Justice Conversations 
-Mondays at 6:30-7:30 PM 
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/99399408776
               LGBTQIA: Andrea 6/1
               Immigration: 6/8
               Open Topic: 6/15

In the Ever After 
-Wednesdays at 11:30 - 12:30 PM Beginning 5/20
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/92385591878

With Andrea ~ Friday May 29th @ 6:30 PM https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86023021903

Rev. Jay ~ will no longer host regular Fireside Chats. If anyone would like to have a video 
chat with Rev. Jay please contact him to make an appointment.
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EFT Annual Pledge

It's not too late! If you haven't made your pledge yet, you can do so by visiting the 
website. Your support is greatly appreciated!

COMPOST 2020
Outside composting is again available in the 
bins on the south side of the garage. Please 
place all new material in bin ONE. 

THE SMALLER THE PIECES, THE BETTER 
(cut up if necessary). 

REMOVE STICKERS FROM FRUITS AND 
VEGGIE SKINS

 DO ADD: scraps of fresh fruits and 
vegetables, egg shells (crunch up), coffee 
grounds and filters, tea and tea bags, torn up 
newspaper, white clean napkins, paper towls.  

 DON’T ADD:  meal or bones, fat, dairy, 
poop, twigs.  Thanks

The 
Giving 
Garden 
is still 
active! 

Fresh 
produce is 
needed now 
more than 
ever at Cafe on Vine. We still have 
more to do! Join the Giving Garden 
volunteers (working within the 
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Environmental Justice Project) by 
contacting Heather B. 
at h_brinks@yahoo.com.

Zoom Video Conferencing Training is available for your current 
classroom/gathering needs. Please click on the link to watch a tutorial

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting-

Or contact Rev. Jay for further details.

Thank you.
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As you know ... the UUCQC grounds have been closed due to the recent world events. The 
office staff has been diligently working to keep things running smoothly with modified office 
hours. Nichole is in the office one or two days a week and works from home most days. If you 
need any assistance, please use the office email and allow some time for us to fulfill your 
request. We are doing our best to stay connected and SAFE throughout this time! Miss you 
all and look forward to when we can all gather together again!

UUCQC OFFICE HOURS
modified
Nichole (office@uucqc.org)
563.359.0816

REV. JAY WOLIN
Call 563.359.0816 or email minister@uucqc.org

UU NEWS Submission Deadline: 
Every Wednesday at 10 AM. No exceptions.
office@uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities
www.uucqc.org
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