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From: Unitarian Universalist Congrega on of the Quad Ci es <office@uucqc.org>
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To: thethinker@dennisdarland.com

UU NEWS NOVEMBER 18

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a
glance upcoming events at the UUCQC.

*Please note: This is only a partial list of upcoming
events. A full calendar can be found at

www.uucqc.org

VIEW SITE

Online Zoom Service

THIS SUNDAY @ 10 AM

NEXT SUNDAY @ 10 AM
November 29
"TBD"
Caciona Bernstrom

Stay tuned ...
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November 22
"The Way of Gratitude"
Rev. Jay Wolin

Each year approaching
Thanksgiving I do a service where
I express what I am grateful for. I
invite you to consider what you
are or could be grateful for. I will
also explore how gratefulness can
become a way of life and the
resulting responsibilities and
benefits such a way of living leads
us to.

Please connect through Zoom via computer, app or phone

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/112081914
Meeting ID: 112 081 914

Phone In:1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
We will open the zoom room at 9:30 AM and give brief instructions on how to operate within zoom. If you need help accessing zoom,

please contact Rev. Jay Wolin. This week we encourage you to stay after service and we will have a virtual coffee hour. There is a way
to break out into small groups on zoom. We hope to continue to add online programming for small group discussion, adult religious

education and just virtual connecting. Stay tuned for more information.

Please subscribe to our YouTube
Channel: https://www.youtube.com

/channel
/UCg9eqKD5SW8FZ0eWW_EiCxw

If you miss our live streaming on
Sundays - you can catch it here!

(along with other programming)

Share the
Plate -

NOVEMBER
This month, we share the plate with

http://www.worldrelief-fund.com/about-us

Please be as generous as you are able! 

From the HEART of the MINISTER

Gratitude for
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I will be driving to Florida this week. I
have much trepidation about this. After
My son and his wife finished getting
their degrees their family moved back to
Florida this past summer. Unfortunately,
they did not have room to take their cats
with them. So we are making the
journey, as safe as possible to deliver
the cats. My wife Jan and I then hope to
spend a bit of time at the beach.
Actually Florida has less COVID cases
per capita then Iowa right now. We had
been hoping to spend some time visiting
my father in law in Ohio. However, Ohio
has a travel restriction for people
travelling from states like Iowa who
have a high positivity rate of infection. I
am fortunate that I have the ability to do
this. Each day people are making hard
decisions. Each day many people put
themselves into positions that could
threaten their life, because they have to
earn a living. So, I am thankful I have
the ability to travel to see my children
and grandchild.

There have been many disappointments
and struggles for everyone throughout
this year. I try to focus on the small

small things
It is a reminder of our long history in this
community and our commitment to
building relationships with others as a
part of building the Beloved Community.
It is always good to be reminded what
we mean by beloved community. The
Martin Luther King Center defines it as:
“a global vision, in which all people can
share in the wealth of the earth. In the
Beloved Community, poverty, hunger
and homelessness will not be tolerated
because international standards of
human decency will not allow it.
Racism and all forms of discrimination,
bigotry and prejudice will be replaced
by an all-inclusive spirit of
(siblinghood). Love and trust will
triumph over fear and hatred. Peace
with justice will prevail”

So we try in both small and large ways
to create this in our time, in our
community. Its not always easy. As I
said in service Sunday Nov. 15th, “We
can do this hard thing.” But it doesn’t
happen in a vacuum, and it doesn’t
happen alone. We need to focus on
both being Loving (beloved) and
Community. So as we come upon the
upcoming holiday season, I invite you
consider the gifts that you receive from
this community. I invite to think about all
the little things you can be grateful for.
Finally I invite you to consider the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation in
your year end gift giving. Help us
continue to build the foundation of
liberal religious pluralism in the Quad
Cities that touches hearts, inspires
spirits, challenges our minds and asks
us to live out our values in the
world. December 1st is giving Tuesday.
It is an arbitrary day. It is really just a
reminder to us to be thankful and
generous for all the small and large
things in our lives. I know I am grateful
to all of you who support each other and
support this congregation.

Have a safe holiday. 
With a grateful heart

Rev. Jay
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things that I can be grateful for. One
thing I am grateful for is that by
gathering remotely I can travel, and still
be able to attend and participate in our
Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Sunday Nov. 22nd at 6pm. This is the
77th consecutive year that we have had
this service.

The Unitarian Universalist Church of the
Quad Ci es raises funds each year in order
to support our Mission of Crea ng Beloved
Community. Our Giving Garden and
Community Meals feed our larger
community, our Religious Educa on
Program feeds the souls of our members,
our Social Jus ce Programs strive to support
the LGBTQIA community, Immigra on &
racial jus ce and our environment.

December 1st is #GivingTuesday, an opportunity for us to promote our mission and live our
values generously. As you consider your holiday gi  giving, consider making a purchase of gi s
from one of our fundraising sales -popcorn, wreath or nuts - during this season of giving. You
can browse our fundraisers or make a direct gi  at UUCQC.ORG.
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Although we may not be able to meet together in person this year for our
Annual Union Thanksgiving Gathering, thanks to modern technology, we
will still  be able to gather virtually. Due to the pandemic that has taken
over the world, we all have had to rethink how we go about our lives. How
do  you  maintain  important  connections  when  you  cannot  see  one
another in person? What in your faith tradition helps you maintain hope?
How can you provide hope to others in this time?

Please join us for thoughtful discussions, music, and community building.

When: Sunday, November 22nd at 6:00 p.m.
Where: Wherever you are
How:       Join Zoom Meeting
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/86484378983?pwd=ejRVSU5yT0FLTUZWZWI4WmFvME9Odz09

 Meeting ID: 864 8437 8983
 Passcode: 733072

SOCIAL JUSTICE

@ 6:30 PM

Zoom Link:

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/99399408776
Meeting ID: 993 9940 8776
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CONTEMPLATIVE LISTENING GROUP

JAN 2021 - JUN 2021
Mutually agreeable meeting times to be determined by

participants.

Contemplative teacher Thomas
Keating describes our ordinary
thoughts as “boats sitting on a river,
so closely packed together that we
cannot see the river that’s holding
them up.” The contemplative path
helps us to direct our attention from
the individual boats to the deep river
on which they are resting. I invite you
to join me in a 6 month small group
experience in which we will lean into
our “spiritual hearts” and watch and
listen for the spirit’s loving presence
and movement in our individual lives
and in the life of our congregation.

No prior contemplative experience
needed, just an open heart and a
willingness to commit to the 6 month
journey.

Each month will include a check in, an
experience with a contemplative practice,
and a time for discernment on specific
themes such as

The Spiritual Life
Personal Discernment
Group Discernment
Spiritual Worship
Contemplative Church Business
Meetings.
Integrating Spirit and Congregational
Life

The group will be limited to seven people.
If you are interested in this journey of spiritual
exploration, please contact Rev. Jay Wolin at

minister@uucqc.org or 563-284-2223

News UU Can Use ...  

6 of 16 11/18/2020, 3:47 PM



Remember back before COVID - the 2019 protests filled the streets with millions
of young people calling for climate action? That included our IPL youth leaders
and activists! They were inspired by one shy teenager whose voice struck a chord
that reverberated around the world. Some call her a prophet of our time, calling us
to repentance and action.

Join IPL for an exciting free opportunity to view the just-released film about
Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg, I am Greta, and hop on a post film
webinar to hear IPL Youth Leaders from around the nation tell us their amazing
stories of continued activism.

Watch the trailer here.

Register here for the November 24 screening and webinar.

The free screening of I am Greta will be at 3:15pm Pacific/ 5:15pm Central/ 6:15pm Eastern.

The webinar will follow immediately after the film at 5pm Pacific/7pm Central/8pm Eastern.

I am Greta - The story of teenage climate activist Greta Thunberg is told through
compelling, never-before-seen footage in this intimate documentary from
Swedish director Nathan Grossman. Starting with her one person school strike for
climate action outside the Swedish Parliament, Grossman follows Greta – a shy
student with Asperger’s – in her rise to prominence and her galvanizing global
impact as she sparks school strikes around the world. The film culminates with
her extraordinary wind-powered voyage across the Atlantic Ocean to speak at the
UN Climate Action Summit in New York City.

IPL Youth Leaders Shout Out! Get inspired by up and coming IPL Youth Leaders
as they tell their stories about how they got activated, and what motivates and
inspires them. We’ll hear about their work, their vision for the future, and how they
are making it happen.

And they’ll offer us a closing litany of the songs, poems, and artwork that keeps
them pumped up to work for climate justice.

Don’t miss this exciting event - register to view I am Greta and join the webinar!

Or watch the film on your Hulu subscription starting today, and register to join us
for the webinar after the free IPL screening Nov 24.

Join us to get fired up to join the new era of climate action!
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SANCTUARY PROJECT
Due to Covid-19, ICE has canceled several of our asylum seeker's appointments. Due to
current ICE policies of staff reduction and maximum inconvenience, these cancellations have
happened at the door of their offices in Chicago, despite our repeated calls to confirm or
reschedule over the phone.

This means that our dedicated volunteers have made three trips to Chicago, with another
scheduled in winter, when only one was expected. We are not asking our volunteers to pay
for these trips in addition to giving up most of their day, often at inconvenient times and
sometimes with no notice. (Ask me for that story sometime. Sigh.)

In addition, the Sanctuary Project has decided to increase the asylum seeker’s stipend in
order to give her an opportunity to explore sources (and prices) of food in the community and
purchase food that is more similar to what she ate in her home country. Food had previously
been purchased by our generous housing sponsors.

If you would like to join our team of volunteers, please contact Heather B.
at h_brinks@yahoo.com or sanctuary@uucqc.org. (Not all volunteer opportunities are so
inconvenient!)

If you would like to provide financial support for our asylum seeker, please indicate your
donation is to the Sanctuary Project. You can do this in the memo field of a check to UUCQC,
or you may also use our new system, Realm.

You can text UUCQC to 73256, go to 

https://onrealm.org/UnitarianUniver19936/give/now

or go to our website at uucqc.org and click on Donate via Realm (as shown below)
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That will take you to the donation form where you get to select Sanctuary under fund as
shown below.

The first time you fill out the form you will need to provide Checking Account information
(ACH), Credit, or Debit card Information. That information will then be processed through
VANCO (a registered ISO of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., Concord, CA) under strict banking
security requirements. The funds will then be directed to the Sanctuary Project.

This first-time setup will prepare you for future donations to the UUCQC through Realm.
Realm increases the security and convenience of donations for you and for UUCQC during
Covid-19 and beyond. Compared to PayPal, it also allows you to be more specific with your
donations and charges lower fees.

We thank you in advance for any consideration you may give to
contributing to the Sanctuary Project.

DEBUT AUTHOR
Flowing Water, Falling Flowers

As many of you know, Xixuan Collins,
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X.H. Collins (she/her)
https://xhcollins.com

You may order the book on her website, or
contact her directly through her website for

picking up if you don’t want to pay for
shipping, or want mul ple copies.

a UUCQC member, has just published
her debut novel, Flowing Water,
Falling Flowers. She would love for
our members to read her book and
contribute to the congrega on at the
same me! For any books pre-
ordered by our members and those
purchased by our members in the
month of November, she will donate
50% of the proceeds to UUCQC.

If a historical novel with two
storylines is not your genre, someone
in your life may enjoy it as a gi !

To read the synopsis and reviews of
the book, please visit her
website: xhcollins.com

PAMPERED CHEF, ANYONE?
Ashley Myers (Board Member and ARE Chair)

is hosting a Holiday Fundraiser for the

UUCQC! November 22nd through
December 12th, get some Holiday

Shopping done while donating to our
wonderful community! 

To place an order go to:
https://www.pamperedchef.com/party
/uucqcholidayfun

To join the online fun, please go to:
https://www.facebook.com/groups
/416614362721357

Please contact, Ashley Myers, with any
questions and to request a catalog or order
form for those who would prefer it:
(563)320.9656
or ashleymyers.uu@gmail.com

HOLIDAY WREATHS and more

News UU Can Use ...  

10 of 16 11/18/2020, 3:47 PM



There is still time ...

Due to the uncertainty of in-person fundraisers, the Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of the Quad Cities (UUCQC) is trying to find creative ways to meet the budget for this
year.

We are selling holiday wreaths, sprays, and table top decorations through Mickman
Brothers, Inc. Christmas Wreath Fundraisers. They offer contact-free fundraising
through their website. You can order online and the products will be delivered FREE to
your door and to your family members, friends, and business associates around the
country via FedEx. Mickman Brothers has patented containers to protect your
wreaths so that they arrive beautiful and ready to hang. The UUCQC will receive $8 for
every wreath sold. You can also help the UUCQC by sharing information about this
fundraiser with others who might be interested in purchasing a holiday evergreen
decoration.

Mickman Brothers is a family-owned garden center in Minnesota that has been
providing a hand-made wreath fundraiser to groups and organizations for 40 years.
The evergreens harvested for the holiday evergreen decorations are done so in a
sustainable manner. Mickman Brothers has received recognition from numerous
governmental agencies over the years and they continue to promote the sustainable
evergreen harvesting techniques they have developed with others in the industry. See
the products up close in this video:

https://youtu.be/dHZKoQJz1VU

The Unitarian Universalist Church of the Quad Cities raises funds each year in order to
support our Mission of Creating Beloved Community. Our Giving Garden and
community meals feed our larger community, our religious education program feeds the
souls of our members, our social justice programs strive to support the LGBTQIA
community, racial justice, immigration and our environment. Sales of these products
help us fulfill our Mission. Thank YOU so very much for making a difference with your
purchase. 
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Please click to be redirected to fundraising page: 
Holiday Wreaths, Door Sprays, Centerpieces, & Table Top Trees –

Use Code UNITARIA001
Need orders by Nov 3, 2020 for Nov 23 – Dec 11 Arrival

ALSO:
Please click to be redirected to fundraising page: 

Gourmet Nuts, Dried Fruits, Chocolates & Sweets

If you would prefer to make a donation to the UUCQC and not
order any merchandise, you may do so via:

Text "UUCQC" to 73256 to give using your mobile device.
This number will never send unsolicited texts to you. They will text back a link -> Click it and Select “General Fund”

Donate via Realm

Follow link and select "General Fund"

Donate via PayPal
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Skip Black Friday this year and donate
to charity. Or, if you decide to shop….

Spend your $ at stores and on items that reflect your values.
Reuse and recycle packaging when you can.

Boycott items with lots of packaging and plastic.
Consider giving zero-waste gifts such as a gift card for restaurants, stores,

outdoor activities, music lessons, concerts; a membership to State or
National Parks; or a donation to green organizations.

Give a gift of your time or talent. Offer to babysit. Make your gifts.
Wrap gift items with cloth, newsprint, recyclable craft paper, used gift bags,

etc. Gift wrap is not recyclable.
Be a responsible consumer. Visit https://betterworldshopper.org for a list
of companies that honor human rights, are concerned about protecting the
environment and animals, and that address community improvement and

social justice principles in their business practices.

Did you know that the Unitarian Universalist Congregation is a member Congregation of
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Quad Cities Interfaith (QCI).

You are invited to the QCI's 12th annual Fundraising breakfast - A socially distanced drive
thru breakfast event!

In the past year QCI has been working diligently on
· An Integrated Voter Engagement campaign,
· A Get Out the Vote campaign,
· A BI-PARTISAN PEOPLE’S CAUCUS (including down ballot forums)
· Voter rights restoration.
· Affordable housing -working to get the City of Davenport to set aside funds to help those
facing evictions due to the pandemic.
· Because of COVID, we led a national de-incarceration effort with the Gamaliel Network.
· We also worked on getting people to fill out their 2020 census.
· In Illinois we have established Connect Me, to make broadband a public utility.
· QCI partnered with the Mottet Leadership Institute , creating and growing another
wonderful group of local leaders.

It’s been a very busy year, but QCI need your help during these extraordinary times.
Pandemic or no, the work to build a more just Quad Cities continues

NEW FEATURE FOR ZOOM – Closed Captioning!!
As an Attendee joining a Meeting with Rev Live Captions
Attendee 1. Join a Zoom Meeting with Rev Live Captions enabled.

· Rev Live Captions are available in the Meeting whenever you see a red
“LIVE” indicator in the upper left corner of the Zoom window.

Rev Live Captions will only become available after the Host joins the meeting – and not
before. After the host leaves the meeting, Rev Live Captions will not be available.

Attendee 2. Show the captions.
In the bottom of the Zoom window, click the “^” up arrow button next to “Closed
Caption” and then click on “Show Subtitle” to start displaying Rev Live Captions in
your Zoom Meeting.
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Note: this setting affects only your Zoom window. Each participant will have
the option to show / hide Rev Live Captions in their Zoom
window.

To hide Rev Live Captions in your Zoom window, click the “^” up arrow next to
“Closed Caption” and then click on “Hide Subtitle”.

As you know ... the UUCQC grounds have been closed due to the recent world events. The
office staff has been diligently working to keep things running smoothly with modified office
hours. PLEASE NOTE: it is difficult for us to retrieve voice mails in a timely manner. If
you need any assistance, please use the office email and allow some time for us to fulfill your
request. We are doing our best to stay connected and SAFE throughout this time! We miss
you all and look forward to when we can all gather together again!
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UUCQC OFFICE HOURS
modified
Nichole (office@uucqc.org)
563.359.0816

REV. JAY WOLIN
Call 563.359.0816 or email minister@uucqc.org

UU NEWS Submission Deadline:
Every Wednesday at 10 AM. No exceptions.
office@uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities
www.uucqc.org
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