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From: Unitarian Universalist Congrega on of the Quad Ci es <office@uucqc.org>
Date: 12/30/2020, 10:47 AM
To: thethinker@dennisdarland.com

UU NEWS DECEMBER 30

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a
glance upcoming events at the UUCQC.

*Please note: This is only a partial list of upcoming
events. A full calendar can be found at

www.uucqc.org

VIEW SITE

ONLINE ZOOM SERVICE

NEXT SUNDAY @ 10 AM
January 10
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THIS SUNDAY @ 10 AM
January 3, 2021
"Drawdown"
Environmental Justice Team

Sometimes to find truth requires
us to silent all the noise
surrounding us and just be still
and listen to our inner voice. With
technology today it is harder then
ever to find stillness especially
when there is an expectation of
instantaneous response to
everything. Don’t answer that
question just yet. As we enter the
dark, cold winter months, let us
look at the positive aspects of
quieting our minds and our lives.

"On the Errors of the Trinity -
Michael Servetus"
Rev. Jay Wolin

When we talk about the formal
origins of Unitarianism, we tend to
think of Transylvanian King
Sigismund and the Edict of Torda.
If we go back a little farther, we
will see how Michael Servetus
and other European “Heretics” led
the way. It is hard to imagine
today just how difficult it was for
them to take this position. It will
probably be the same way in the
future when people look back on
what we do now. Please join us as
we explore the lives, theology and
courage of some of the founders
of Unitarian Universalism.

Please connect through Zoom via computer, app or phone

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/112081914
Meeting ID: 112 081 914

Phone In:1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

PASSCODE: 320407
We will open the zoom room at 9:30 AM and give brief instructions on how to operate within zoom. If you need help accessing zoom,
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please contact Rev. Jay Wolin. This week we encourage you to stay after service and we will have a virtual coffee hour. There is a way
to break out into small groups on zoom. We hope to continue to add online programming for small group discussion, adult religious

education and just virtual connecting. Stay tuned for more information.

Please subscribe to our YouTube
Channel: https://www.youtube.com

/channel
/UCg9eqKD5SW8FZ0eWW_EiCxw

If you miss our live streaming on
Sundays - you can catch it here!

(along with other programming)

Share the
Plate -

JANUARY
This month, we share the plate with

Please be as generous as you are able! 

PASTORAL CARE CORNER

Christmas 2020
via Zoom

I see the images of my loved ones on the
screen. I want to see them – but closer,
more in focus. Do you feel this way when
you zoom? Here is my experience
December 25, 2020.

We zoomed twice with my sons, wives,
grandson and dog and cats. Our first zoom
included my daughter-in-law's Mom in
NYC! But did not include son and wife in
Denver. The second included both sons
and wives but our grandson was napping –
replaced by his dog with the cold nose and
soft floppy ears. I missed actually touching
those ears.

I first felt exhilarated to know it is Christmas
and we get to share it together. Most years
our grownup children are scattered and we
are lucky to see them all together for a

The second zoom was just us adults plus
the furry babies (two cats and one dog) of
both young couples. We again talked of
food – what we'd made or wished we'd
made or plan to make before New
Years. Food has always been centric to our
gatherings. We also talked of our
houses. Our son in Denver hopes to
expand their small dwelling but still need to
get their vision and priorities settled. We all
had insights, including the pros and cons of
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whole day at the holidays. So this feels
good. We laugh at our grandson's new
words; not that we hear them clearly but
know he is learning more and more. He
opens boxes containing Duplos to the
delight of all of us. Our sons grew up with
Duplos and then Legos, so these toys feel
like an awesome perfect fit.  

We talked of our heirloom treats, delights
from Scandinavian and Haitian heritage. I
was quite amused by my youngest's odd
creation of Kringle (Swedish almond
pastry) that oozed off the pan while
baking. Mine had never done that! We
could find no reason for it occurring but it
did and he proclaimed that it tasted just
fine, good even. My daughter-in-law
quizzed her mom on the goodies that she
was missing. Alas southern Illinois is not a
place to find the needed ingredients for
many Haitian dishes. We visited a bit more
and then with many air kisses and wishes
for a Merry Christmas thrown at the screen,
we ended our zoom. Out of the stillness of
our now emptier house, I suddenly just
cried. 

renting verses owning. I, now feeling the
finality of the home we live in, marvel at the
younger perspective and envy their energy
for such projects. And over this
conversation, looms the blight of COVID
and it's harsh interference in the lives of all
of us. So much of life is on hold these
days. But we are all grateful; we are all
healthy today.

This zoom too comes to a close. Again we
give our air kisses and hugs and abruptly
vanish from each others view. I feel pretty
happy and then in the very next moment,
again I am overcome with tears. Unbidden.
Real hugs help bring me back. 

All in all, I am grateful to have seen my
family this holiday! I am glad no one had to
travel and there was no worry about the
roads and the weather.  Still, I do wish with
all my heart that I could have seen them in
person, hugged them for real. Alas not this
year. So I will be patient and wait and
console myself. I remind myself that
growing up I only saw my grandparents
once a year in the summer and I still grew
up to love them. All will be well.

Alice Traylor
UUCQC, Pastoral Care Associate 

The Happy Human Book Club seeks to
understand the many faces of humanism as
represented in print and video. 

On Sunday, January 10 at 2 p.m., we
will discuss the book "Why Are All the Black
Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?" by
Beverly Daniel Tatum, 2017 revision. It is
available in Kindle and paperback, and in
libraries in hardcopy and as an e-book.

Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8370944917
Meeting ID: 837 094 4917

Cheers!

Karen Fowler
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The UU Spiritual Practices and Programs
Team wants to invite you to join us in a
discussion focused on the theme
of healing in our world.  What do we need
to heal?  How do our wounds play out in
our lives? What is the source of our
woundedness?  What role does healing
play in progressing toward a better
future?  How do we heal?  We want to
have a meaningful conversation about your
experiences and thoughts.

As an experience to start the conversation,
we suggest you listen to the talk from
psychologist, author and meditation
teacher Tara Brach: Radical Compassion
(part 1): Loving Ourselves and Our World
into Healing. 

www.tarabrach.com/part-1-radical-
compassion/  A written transcript can also
be found by clicking on the Insight Timer
blog link above the video window at that
web address.

Part 1 - Radical Compassion - Loving
Ourselves and Our World into Healing ...
Radical Compassion (2020): how the RAIN practice
(Recognize, Allow, Investigate, Nurture) awakens
active, embodi....

Please join us from 7:00-8:00 pm
on January 6 for this conversation
on Zoom.  Then on January 13 at
7:00-8:00 pm we wish to have a follow up
to the conversation where we will invite
anyone to share brief written or artistic
works that inspire the theme. 

Leading up to the discussion, we can
connect through our UUCQC Spiritual
Practices and Programs Facebook Page or
through email. Send a request to connect
through Facebook or
to tracytuftee@yahoo.com.

We hope to see you there in Community.

Sincerely,
The Spiritual Practices Team
Alice Martin, Tracy Tuftee, Jan Degreve, Stacie
Salsbury, Meg Bolich, Kathy Bowman, Thia
Sadleck and Chris Kelly

FUNDRAISING for UUCQC

MINISTER'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Each year at the 
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Christmas Eve Service
we do a collection for the
Ministers Discretionary

Fund. This fund is to help in
a confidential manner those
in our community who are in

need. 
This past year it has been

used among other things to,
pay electric bills, provide emergency temporary shelter, and food for those in our

community in need.

Since online giving during the services for the offering has not reached levels we
had when we were in person, the Fundraising Team has approved additional
opportunities to raise money for this fund between now and the end of this

calendar year. Please consider donating to the Ministers Discretionary Fund.

You can donate in multiple ways.

1) On our website uucqc.org there are two options to donate on our home page
a.     Click “Donate via Realm” (after you click there will be a dropdown menu with an option
“Ministers Discretionary”
b.    Click “Donate” button and it will bring you our PayPal account. Please put MDF in the
description line if you are paying via PayPal.

2)    Text to Give: Text "UUCQC MDF" to 73256 to give using your mobile device.
This number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, text STOP.
If you need assistance with text giving, text HELP. Standard text message and data rates may

apply.

3)    Use this direct link https://onrealm.org/UnitarianUniver19936/give/MDF

4) You can write a check to UUCQC and put MDF in the memo line.

Thank for considering this request. The needs are much greater this year due to
COVID 19.

SANCTUARY PROJECT
Due to Covid-19, ICE has canceled several of our asylum seeker's appointments. Due to
current ICE policies of staff reduction and maximum inconvenience, these cancellations have
happened at the door of their offices in Chicago, despite our repeated calls to confirm or
reschedule over the phone.

This means that our dedicated volunteers have made three trips to Chicago, with another
scheduled in winter, when only one was expected. We are not asking our volunteers to pay
for these trips in addition to giving up most of their day, often at inconvenient times and
sometimes with no notice. (Ask me for that story sometime. Sigh.)

In addition, the Sanctuary Project has decided to increase the asylum seeker’s stipend in
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order to give her an opportunity to explore sources (and prices) of food in the community and
purchase food that is more similar to what she ate in her home country. Food had previously
been purchased by our generous housing sponsors.

If you would like to join our team of volunteers, please contact Heather B.
at h_brinks@yahoo.com or sanctuary@uucqc.org. (Not all volunteer opportunities are so
inconvenient!)

If you would like to provide financial support for our asylum seeker, please indicate your
donation is to the Sanctuary Project. You can do this in the memo field of a check to UUCQC,
or you may also use our new system, Realm.

You can text UUCQC to 73256, go to 

https://onrealm.org/UnitarianUniver19936/give/now

or go to our website at uucqc.org and click on Donate via Realm (as shown below)

That will take you to the donation form where you get to select Sanctuary under fund as
shown below.

The first time you fill out the form you will need to provide Checking Account information
(ACH), Credit, or Debit card Information. That information will then be processed through
VANCO (a registered ISO of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., Concord, CA) under strict banking
security requirements. The funds will then be directed to the Sanctuary Project.
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This first-time setup will prepare you for future donations to the UUCQC through Realm.
Realm increases the security and convenience of donations for you and for UUCQC during
Covid-19 and beyond. Compared to PayPal, it also allows you to be more specific with your
donations and charges lower fees.

We thank you in advance for any consideration you may give to
contributing to the Sanctuary Project.

If you would prefer to make a donation to the UUCQC and not
order any merchandise, you may do so via:

Text "UUCQC" to 73256 to give using your mobile device.
This number will never send unsolicited texts to you. They will text back a link -> Click it and Select “General Fund”

Donate via Realm

Follow link and select "General Fund"

Donate via PayPal

CONTEMPLATIVE LISTENING GROUP

JAN 2021 - JUN 2021
Mutually agreeable meeting times to be determined by

participants.

Contemplative teacher Thomas
Keating describes our ordinary
thoughts as “boats sitting on a river,
so closely packed together that we
cannot see the river that’s holding
them up.” The contemplative path
helps us to direct our attention from
the individual boats to the deep river
on which they are resting. I invite you
to join me in a 6 month small group
experience in which we will lean into

Each month will include a check in, an
experience with a contemplative practice,
and a time for discernment on specific
themes such as

The Spiritual Life
Personal Discernment
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our “spiritual hearts” and watch and
listen for the spirit’s loving presence
and movement in our individual lives
and in the life of our congregation.

No prior contemplative experience
needed, just an open heart and a
willingness to commit to the 6 month
journey.

Group Discernment
Spiritual Worship
Contemplative Church Business
Meetings.
Integrating Spirit and Congregational
Life

The group will be limited to seven people.
If you are interested in this journey of spiritual
exploration, please contact Rev. Jay Wolin at

minister@uucqc.org or 563-284-2223

NEW FEATURE FOR ZOOM – Closed Captioning!!
As an Attendee joining a Meeting with Rev Live Captions
Attendee 1. Join a Zoom Meeting with Rev Live Captions enabled.

· Rev Live Captions are available in the Meeting whenever you see a red
“LIVE” indicator in the upper left corner of the Zoom window.

Rev Live Captions will only become available after the Host joins the meeting – and not
before. After the host leaves the meeting, Rev Live Captions will not be available.

Attendee 2. Show the captions.
In the bottom of the Zoom window, click the “^” up arrow button next to “Closed
Caption” and then click on “Show Subtitle” to start displaying Rev Live Captions in
your Zoom Meeting.
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Note: this setting affects only your Zoom window. Each participant will have
the option to show / hide Rev Live Captions in their Zoom
window.

To hide Rev Live Captions in your Zoom window, click the “^” up arrow next to
“Closed Caption” and then click on “Hide Subtitle”.

As you know ... the UUCQC grounds have been closed due to the recent world events. The
office staff has been diligently working to keep things running smoothly with modified office
hours. PLEASE NOTE: it is difficult for us to retrieve voice mails in a timely manner. If
you need any assistance, please use the office email and allow some time for us to fulfill your
request. We are doing our best to stay connected and SAFE throughout this time! We miss
you all and look forward to when we can all gather together again!

UUCQC OFFICE HOURS
modified
Nichole (office@uucqc.org)
563.359.0816

REV. JAY WOLIN
Call 563.359.0816 or email minister@uucqc.org

UU NEWS Submission Deadline:
Every Wednesday at 10 AM. No exceptions.
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office@uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities
www.uucqc.org
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