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UU News
July 10 2019

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a glance upcoming events

at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities.

(Note: This is only a partial list of upcoming events at UUCQC.

A full calendar can be found at uucqc.org.)

This Sunday
Next Sunday
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Christian Conversations
Note from Rev. Jay
RE Summer Sundays
Pastoral Care
Thank UU's
Choir News
Birthday Card Shower
Game Night
Environmental Justice
Art Wall Photos
Grounds Team
Office Hours

This Sunday @ 10 a.m.

July 14
"The Sacred Harry Potter
Text"
Rev. Jay Wolin

This past year, as a way to connect with

my granddaughter I read the HArry Potter

book series. As the books progressed,

they grew in depth and meaning and I

found may important truths and lessons

about the complexities of life. This

Sunday, I will share some of the wisdom I

gleaned from this text that is considered

sacred by many people today. What

makes a text Sacred?

Next Sunday @ 10 a.m.

July 21
Ecumenicism in Star
Trek & Star Wars
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Rev. Jay Wolin

Christian Conversations

Sunday, July 14 @
11:15 am

The newly formed interest

group, Christian Conversations,

will be meeting at

approximately 11:15 or just after

everyone has gotten a cup of

coffee and a treat from the

Social Hall THIS SUNDAY.

We will be viewing the first in a

series of videos produced by

The Teaching Company entiltled

"From Jesus to Constatine: A

History of Early Christianity". It features Professor Bart. D. Ehrman, Ph.D., of the

Unitversity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, a noted historian of the early church.

The series highlights and explores the incredible diversity of beliefs and practices

among the earliest followers of Jesus of Nazareth until they came under the sway

of the Roman emperor Constantine. We will meet the Ebionites, the Marcionites,

the Docetists (those whom we now label Unitarians), and the church leaders who

began to define what would become orthodox beliefs and practices by trying to

reign in the wildly varying ideas about Jesus. Come join us in discovering the

Christian roots of our modern UU faith.

A Note from the Pastor
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From the Heart of
the Minister

This is a personal

reflection based on recent

events. Please read to the

very end:

The plan was, to have one

week of vacation to visit

and connect with my

family. I hadn't even

posted on Facebook in

three days (a record of self

care for me). Just like the

old movies, you try to get

out, but they always pull

you back in. Because I

care so much about all of

you, here goes.

I am supporting Lights for

Liberty. I can tell you from having been at the first planning meeting after listening to

individuals from the Lantina/o/x community, it was decided to hold the event at Mercado.

From the very beginning, the discussion centered around centering voices from people

who are directly affected by current immigration policies. (Even I deferred a speaking

role at the event to make room for these voices.) This rally/vigil is the coming together

of multiple groups led by a diverse cross-section of the larger Quad Cities community.

Whenever working in Interfaith groups and organizing an event with many organizations

and individuals, there is always going to be limitations and differences of opinion. We do

not work with certain partners on certain issues because we have irreconcilable

differences regarding those issues. But on issues where our interests align, we work

together to achieve a common goal. I find this a spiritual practice. In working together,

we are humanized to each other, and I find when relationships are deepened in one

area, we are humanized towards each other which can lead all of us to be more

accepting of others with different beliefs and ideas.

As a result, we are more powerful TOGETHER.

In this case, I support Lights for Liberty. I, and I believe any person who has a shred of

compassion, should object to separation of children from their parents, and to the way

we are treating asylum seekers in these detention camps. If you object to this vigil,

because you do not think rallies are effective, I acknowledge and accept your choice.

But to argue against this rally and to say this is not safe for people of color (as I have

seen on Facebook), is disheartening. This has been planned in conjunction with the

Latina/o/x community who are supportive of this endeavor. There are different roles for

everyone in the work for justice.

Ultimately, we are more powerful TOGETHER.
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There have been some toxic conversations on Facebook recently about this event and

between individuals. I have heard individuals on both sides of the argument using slurs

and hurtful language against each other. I am disheartened by all this. This discord is

also personal because it impacts both the religious organization and the interfaith group

I am a part of. Too much is at stake. This is why I want to address this conflict now.

First, I would ask my fellow White people to understand that People Of Color have been

significantly oppressed and harmed throughout the history of our country and in the

Quad Cities. Look at how many police, firefighters, executives and city officials are

white as opposed to people of color (it's significant and in some cases exclusively white

representation). After a number of years on the Davenport Community Advisory Panel, I

have seen the disproportionality of police stops of People Of Color vs. Whites. A report

was issued this past year indicating the disproportionality of suspensions for children of

color in our schools. And let's be honest, our school board closed the school in the poor

black community instead of the richer white community. We also saw illegal

overspending for which our school system is now being penalized for, thus diminishing

the educational system in Davenport. These inequities, in addition to mass

incarceration of people of color, as well as the intentional dismantling of the Davenport

Civil Rights Commission, continues the cycle of education, income, and poverty that

often reflect racial disparities.

So when a person of color indicates that something is harmful to them, think of the

disparities mentioned, and please do not be defensive. Instead, I invite you to be

curious. Just because you do not realize that something is painful, does not mean it is

not painful to others. We need some systemic change in our community and in this

country, and you can be a part of this much needed change. As well, just because

someone else is oppressed does not mean you have not experienced oppression in

your life. We should not focus on competing oppressions. That is how the powerful have

remained in power forever, by pitting different groups of oppressed people against each

other. Let us engage with our differences, not with hyperbole and rhetoric, but with

genuine dialogue and real relationship building.

With understanding we are more powerful TOGETHER

To my friends who are People Of Color: I understand it is not the responsibility of people

of color to educate white people on why our actions are harmful. As a white person, and

as a Unitarian Universalist minister, I take responsibiolity for educating myself and for

trying to educate the white culture people in the congregation I serve.

I have heard personal and vulgar attacks against people that I have worked with, who

like all of us, are imperfect human beings, but they are people who want to see positive

change happen and have worked along side me in the work for justice. One individual at

the beginning of what became a toxic conversation, did request to meet face to face with

one of the other individuals in the interchange to exchange ideas personally (because

let's be honest, Facebook is not a good place for nuanced conversations), and the

gesture was rejected.

I do believe positive changes can happen, both individually and communally. I would not

be leading a religious community or working for justice, if I had not experienced

transformational change, I believe it can happen for anyone. For some, it changes in a

moment, for others it takes time. Different people are at different stages of this journey,
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but people are on this journey.

Having worked with Quad Cities Interfaith (QCI) these past 8 years, we have worked

with the community on a number of programs including creating a jobs training program

at Blackhawk College and the Scott County Mental Health Court (as a alternative to

prison). Projects like these can be slow hard work but the results changed systems and

helped people. QCI has a long history of working with and for this community. And

although I expect you to continue to speak your truth, if you denigrate so many current,

potential and future allies who would support you, how does that achieve your goals?

Maybe you see this commentary as tone policing. I accept that. For members of the

Congregation I serve, we have a covenant with each other. We have a process for

conflict resolution. If face to face meetings do not resolve it, or if you are uncomfortable

with a 1 on 1 meetings, then the process can include a mutually agreed upon outside

professional mediatior. If you are a part of this Congregation, I invite you into deeper

relationship and reconciliation.

For those who are not part of our Congregation, I ask you what type of society you hope

to create? If your anger destroys the few institutions that support you, there will be

nothing and no one left to stand beside you. I invite everyone to work to transform

individuals (yourselves and others) and institutions (ours and others). It's a long

process. I invite all of you into relationship as well. I certainly do not have all the

answers. I am just trying to be a part of building a Congregation and Community that is

more Just and more Compassionate. The words spoken on Facebook this week were

neither. Degrading each other will not accomplish these goals. Rising above our own

ignorance and hatred is a start.

I try to hold the delicate balance as we move fluidily

between chaos and order

between uncertainty and certainty

between hate and love

between justice and lawlessness

between change and stasis

between heaven and hell. (Metaphorically)

From a religious standpoint, I look to my UU Principles.

Interdependence, Justice, Compassion and the free and responsible search for Truth

and meaning.

None of us knows the ultimate truth.

We are all in the dark searching.

And so I look with humility for redemption, forgiveness and an openess to learn.

I ask the same of all of you.

Each of you who read this will read it with your own interpretation.

I just felt I needed to say my peace and share my hopes.

I know we are stronger TOGETHER

Keep our eyes on the prize.

Close the detention centers.

Stop separating families.

Treat people humanely wherever you encounter them.
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with a grateful heart,

Rev. Jay

RE Summer Sundays

Be Your Own
SUUPERHERO!
July 14 The
Power of
ShapeShifting

What would it be like to

turn into something else?

Can we practice imagining

other beings' experience?

How does this imaging

help us live by our UU

principles?

Pastoral Care
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Passing of Joan Benziger

Dear Friends,

It is with sadness and a deep sense of loss that I write to tell you that

congregational member Joan Benziger died unexpectedly on Saturday, June

29th.

A Celebration of Life is scheduled here in Davenport on
Saturday, August 17, 2019 from 2 - 4.

Thank UU's

This is a place for congregants to thank others for things
they have noticed or experienced in the congregation.

Thank U! And thank U, too. Thank UU! This NEW section of the newsletter is a

place for you to thank someone or a group of someones for something they have

done in service of our congregation or to you personally. Be on the lookout! It
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isn't hard to find UU's doing wonderful things here everyday. When you spot

them, take note and email your "Thank UU's" you to Nichole in the office at

office@uucqc.org.

Thank UU to the UU Singers for lending their

voices for the past year's services. We love to

have fun making music together. SING ON UU'S!!!

- Love, from your Music Director, Saul Nache

- music@uucqc.org

Choir News

Choir Hiatus

The choir will not be meeting for

rehearsals on Monday nights

from now until August 11.

We will RESUME rehearsals on

August 12th.

Anyone wishing to, please join

us then!

Saul Nache, Music Director

music@uucqc.org

Birthday Card Shower
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Game Nights

Every Other Friday Night @ 6
PM

Upcoming Dates:

July 12

Join us for a family-friendly game night every

other Friday in the social hall. Bring games or

play one of ours! Snacks to share are always

welcome :)

Environmental Justice
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Giving Garden & Pollinator Garden Workday

Art Wall Photos

REMINDER!
All are invited to drop off or email a photo of yourself/your family to display on the UU

Family Wall. All appropriate photos are appreciated! Formal, informal, wedding,

vacation, holiday, awkward! We welcome however you wish to be known by the

congregation!

In order to become more familiar with our UU Family, please include names and (if

desired) UU participation.

CORRECTION! PLEASE NOTE:

Email contact previously advertised in the newsletter has been corrected! Photos can

be emailed to welcome@uucqc.org or tracytuftee@yahoo.com or drop them off at

the Art Wall.
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Grounds Team

From the Grounds
Team

THREE S's: Safety, Sharing the

workload, Simplifying

The Grounds Team is re-organizing our

approach to maintaining our grounds,

currently emphasizing Safety, Sharing

the Work, Simplifying, and Savoring.

SAFETY:

The Tree group is working on plans for removing dead or dying trees later this year and into

2020. We will need many people to help drag tree trimmings, load them into pickups and

trailers, take them to a drop-off site, and unload them. If you have a pickup or utility trailer to

share, please let Ann Hailey know.

SHARING the WORKLOAD:

Saturday, July 13, 9:00 a.m. please join the Turf/Garden/Weed group for an hour or so of

weeding - in the shade! This is a joint effort with the Environmental Justice Project a.k.a. Green

Sanctuary Team. We will provide cold water. Everyone is welcome.

We need Coordinator(s), Snow removal. This is a desk job! There is no shoveling - only

following up with the vendor. Two people can share this position.

Please see Ann Hailey for more information about this and other positions.

SIMPLIFYING:
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No news this week!

A fourth "S" - SAVOR:

Have you explored our grounds recently?

We invite you to wander over to Nature's Cove (Kimberly side of the drive) and sit on

the "sofa" and "chairs" made from boulders donated for this purpose by Enika

Anderson-Young.

Or, take your Sunday morning coffee out the lounge sliding doors to our new picnic

tables, sit on the stone benches built into the low wall outside the social hall entrance, or

visit the prairie next to Eastern Avenue.

Savor - a wonderful word brought to us by Alice Martin in a recent service. Savor your time in

our cherished grounds!

Ann Hailey, Acting Chair, Grounds Team

Office Hours

UUCQC Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Nichole (office@uucqc.org)

563-359-0816

Rev. Jay Office Hours:
Call 563-359-0816 or email minister@uucqc.org.

UU News submission deadline:

Every Wednesday at 10 a.m. No exceptions.

Email office@uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities

uucqc.org | 563-359-0816 | office@uucqc.org

STAY CONNECTED:

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities,

3707 Eastern Avenue, Davenport, IA 52807
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