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This is a partial calendar.  

For a complete calendar, 

go to UUCQC.org. 

 

DECEMBER 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 WOW — a 

social gathering, 

11:30 a.m. 

2 3  4 First Friday 

Film, The Doc-

trine of Discov-

ery, 6 p.m. 

5 Q-C for Syria, 

9 a.m. 

6 Drum Circle, 

5:30 p.m. 

7 Scared Texts, 

6:30 p.m. 

8 Reproductive 

Justice Project, 

2:30 p.m. 

9 Happy Human 

Book Club, 7 

p.m. 

10 Connection 

Circle, 6:30 p.m. 

11 12 Restorative 

Justice Workshop, 
10:30 a.m. 
Hanging of the 
Greens, 4 p.m. 

13  

Intergenerational 

Service, 10 a.m. 

14 Scared Texts, 

6:30 p.m. 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 Winter Solstice 

Service, 5:30 p.m. 

Exploring World 

22 Brown Bag 

Lunch Bunch, 

11:30 a.m. 

23 24 Traditional 

Christmas Eve 

Service, 6 p.m. 

25 Christmas 

Office closed 

26 Lesbian Book 

Club, 6:30 p.m. 

27 One service 

only – Religious 

Services Team, 

11 a.m. 

28 29 30 31 News Year’s 

Eve 

January 1 

Office closed 

 

Every Sunday 

 Coffee Hour, noon 

 

 

 

Every Monday 

 Zen Meditation,  

7-8 p.m.  

 

 

Every Tuesday 

 Mindfulness Med-

itation,  

5:30-6:30 p.m.  

 Spiritual Conver-

sation, 6:45-8 p.m. 

Every Wednesday 

 Choir practice, 

5:45-6:45 p.m. 

 Chime Choir 

practice,  

7-8:15 p.m.  

Every Thursday 

 Archives,  

10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.  

https://www.google.com/calendar/render?cid=uucqc.org_1iltniu0lielign773aip3d2dc@group.calendar.google.com&cid=en.usa%23holiday@group.v.calendar.google.com&pli=1#main_7
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Mission and Vision 

Minister and staff 
contact 
information 

Rev. Jay Wolin, Minister 

minister@uucqc.org  

Jane VanVooren Rogers 

Congregational Administrator 

administrator@uucqc.org 

Amanda Conger 

Office Assistant 

office@uucqc.org 

Sarah Moulton, Director of RE 

re@uucqc.org 

Becky Brooke, Assistant DYRE 

beckynaka@msn.com 

Sheila Doak, Director of Music 

music@uucqc.org   

Beth Paul,  

Communications Coordinator 

communications@uucqc.org 

Amanda Conger,  

New Member Coordinator 

membership@uucqc.org 

Jeff Danielson,  

Custodian/Factotum 

Child Care: 

Amanda Peterlin, Amanda 

Jensen, Haley Skelley, & Julie 

Swanson  

Office phone: 563-359-0816 

Chair              Allen Bertsche 

Vice Chair      Lana Long 

Clerk              Amber Spiva 

Treasurer       Steve Burke 

Trustee          Marcy Doyle 

Trustee          John Dunsheath 

Trustee          Connie Ghinazzi 

Board Members 

 The mission of our Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the  Quad Cities  
is to  

create a vibrant, welcoming, diverse church family  
which  

embraces individual searches for meaning  
and  

devotes itself to community good. 

 

Our vision is to be recognized in our community as a beacon on the hill— a vibrant,   
welcoming, thriving church that: 

 Reaches out to members and community with a clear, concise, and inspiring     
message about Unitarian Universalism and its Principles 

 Attracts and embraces people of diverse groups, ages and family types 

 Feeds the mind and spirit regardless of individual pathway 

 Supports social justice and social action initiatives in our congregation and  
     the greater community  

 Encourages responsibility for the earth and its creatures 

Amanda 
Conger 

New Member  

Coordinator 

Office hours:  

Thursday and Friday,  

9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Email:  

membership 

@uucqc.org 

Office administrator 

Monday, 10:30 a.m.-

1:30 p.m. 

Tuesday-Friday, 9 a.m.

-noon 

Email: office@uucqc.org 

Rev. Jay Wolin 

Minister 

Office hours:  

Monday, 9 a.m.-noon 

Monday (Fresh Deli),  

1-4 p.m. 

Tuesday, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 

Wednesday, Study Day 

Thursday, 2-5 p.m. 

Friday, Day off 

Email:  

minister@uucqc.org 

Beth Paul 

Communications  

Coordinator 

Office hours:  

Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday,  

10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Email:  

communications 

@uucqc.org 

Appointments with the minister or staff can be made outside of office hours. 

Please call the office, 563-359-0816, to make an arrangement. 

Jane  
VanVooren 
Rogers 

Congregational  

Administrator 

Office hours:  

Monday, 8-11 a.m. 

Tuesday, 8 a.m.-3 

p.m. 

Wednesday and 

Thursday, 12:45-

3:45 p.m. 

Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Email:  

administrator 

@uucqc.org 

mailto:minister@uucqc.org
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Sunday Services 

Expectation — Rev. Jay Wolin 

December 6, 10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.: I often say “we should not become attached to our expectations or outcomes”.  However, that 

does not mean we should not have expectations.  How can having expectations be both positive and negative for us?   

Intergenerational Service: A Christmas Carol 

December 13, 10 a.m.: Don’t miss this favorite holicay classic starring the children and the youth in Religious Education! “I will 

honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year.” 

The Gospel According to Biff — Rev. Jay Wolin 

December 13, 11:15 a.m.: In the book “Lamb”, Biff is Jesus’s childhood best friend. Biff is brought back from the dead to offer a 

new gospel “so the whole truth can be told.” Please join us as I take a little more whimsical look at the story of Jesus. 

Sacred Text: The Gospel of Thomas — Rev. Jay Wolin 

December 20, 10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.: In the Chr istian Gospel of John, the Apostle Thomas is depicted as not having as much 

faith as other apostles, and it is where the phrase “Doubting Thomas” derives from. With the discovery of the Gospel of Thomas, we 

can see how the Gospel depiction of Thomas by John shows a rift in early Christian Theology. Please join me as I explore the Gospel 

of Thomas and how it can have meaning to us in our lives.  

Listen to the Voices of Winter — Winter Solstice Service  

December 21, 5:30 p.m.: Pause. Breathe. Listen. Join us as we pause to hear  winter 's sounds at the turning of the year . 

We'll gather around the fireplace in the sanctuary and listen for poetry, music, the crackling of the yule fire, the hoot of the owl, our 

own innermost thoughts, and the silence of this darkest night of the year. Various members & friends are collaborating on this ser-

vice, including the choir, chalice chimes, Religious Services Team, Green Sanctuary Team & Earth-Based Traditions Team. Stay 

after to celebrate with coffee, cocoa & treats downstairs. (Childcare available with advanced notice to the church office). 

Traditional Christmas Eve Service — Rev. Jay Wolin 

December 24, 6 p.m.: Please join us for  our  Celebration of this Traditional Holiday Service from our  Chr istian Sources. The 
evening will include singing, music, readings, a homily, and some more singing. Let us rejoice!! 

 

Reflections — Mike Wilcox from the Religious Services Team 

December 27, 11 a.m.: Join Mike Wilcox from the Religious Services Team along with Kathryn and Lawrence Allen to re-
flect on some notable people who have left the realm of the living this year. We will look back at what their contributions were to us 
all and how they will be missed.  

December  Sunday  Forums  at  10  a .m .  

Jill Roderick, Curator of Conservation and Education at Niabi Zoo  

Dec. 6:  Recently there has been much discussion about the appropr iate management team for  this local treasure. J ill will 

talk about finances as well as future plans of the Zoo. (This forum is rescheduled from Nov. 8.) 

 

Mike Wilcox: The realities of climate change 

Dec. 13: Mike will present on the current realities of  climate change with information provided by the Climate Reality Project 

whose Chairman is former Vice President Al Gore. 

 

(No more forums in December.) 
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Heart of the Minister – What does it mean  
to be a People of Expectation? – December 2015 

This time of year is a season of expectation. Christians celebrate Advent which is the time before 

Christmas with the expectation of the celebration of the birth of Jesus. The Jewish People Celebrate Hanu-

kah which includes the story of people expecting a candle to last one day and instead it exceeded expecta-

tions and lasted 8 days. Our Congregation is certainly filled with people of expectations. The mere fact 

that we have a written Vision statement tells me this. It is easy to get caught up in the day to day of Con-

gregational life and forget that our Ministry is  meant to fulfill our Vision. Please take a moment to re-read 

it and let me know if it still resonates with you. http://www.uucqc.org/mission-and-vision.html 

I often say that we should not be attached to outcomes or expectations. However, I do think we 

should have expectations and we should work toward them. The question I contemplate is how we react 

when the outcome we worked for did not achieve what we expected? For some this can lead to retrench-

ment and despair. For others it can lead to a lowering of one’s expectations. Our society’s traditional Puri-

tan nature tells us if we just worked a little bit harder and a little bit smarter we could still achieve the ex-

pected outcome. I do believe that hard and smart work do help. But, every now and then we have to step 

back and evaluate how we are doing. Did we exceed our expectations or did we fall short? Were our ex-

pectations too high or too low? Were the assumptions we used correct? Looking back what would we do 

different?   

My grandfather used to tell me “shoot for the stars and if you hit the moon, you still did ok.” It was 

a lesson that has stood the test of time for me. I always set my expectations high. And if I don’t achieve 

everything I anticipated, I remind myself to appreciate what I did achieve or what I learned from the expe-

rience even if it did not work as planned. It is important after looking back to also look forward. Do we 

need to change our assumptions? What can we do different in the future? What are our expectations for 

the future of the Congregation and Unitarian Universalism? Whatever they are, it will only happen if we 

all work together towards a common vision. What can you do to help us get there? I believe we can do 

this. In the middle of our fifth year together, I can look back and see how far we have come and still how 

far we still have to go.  I look forward to see where our journey leads us!! 

 

with a grateful heart 

Jay 

Rev. Jay Wolin 
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23 Facts About UUCQC’s New Congregational Administrator 

Jane VanVooren Rogers opens up about what she brings to UUCQC 

I am excited and thankful for the opportunity to join the Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation of the Quad Cities as Congregational Administrator. 

I look forward to living my values more strongly, taking on new challenges, and 

helping UUCQC grow and thrive. And I hope to meet you soon! 

You may be wondering who I am, and what I bring to this position. 

Here are 23 things about me, professionally and personally: 

1. I’m a proud, lifelong Quad Cities resident who grew up in East Moline, Ill. 

2. I’m the only child of free-thinkers who chose not to raise me in any religion. 

My father was raised and married in the Catholic church, but hasn’t practiced since 

that time. As a child, my mother was a member of a local Presbyterian church, but 

I’d call her parents non-denominational Christian. 

3. I hold a bachelor’s degree in English-Writing from Augustana College 

and an associate’s degree from Black Hawk College. 

4. My first English professor at Black Hawk College was UUCQC member Mary Beth Kwasek. Her  

essays and teaching helped me look through an analytical lens of social justice, and she encouraged me to 

keep exploring those issues in my writing. (Even saying I should be a newspaper columnist. See No. 13!) 

5. I minored in women’s/gender studies at Augustana, which opened my eyes to global social justice is-

sues. (Mary Beth guest-lectured in one of my gender studies classes about living her values in her marriage 

and life, directly connecting to UU principles, which was inspiring.) 

6. I studied under UUCQC member and retired professor Nancy Huse in English, wr iting and gender  

studies classes at Augustana. She taught me “the personal is political” and “the political is personal,” 

shared fascinating insights about Emily Dickinson (my favorite poet), and encouraged me to grow. 

7. I graduated from the Quad Cities Leadership Academy, an exper iential, learning program, in 2002. 

8. I’ve helped lead several community boards and committees, including the PR Network of the Quad 

Cities, the Midwest Writing Center Board, and the Quad City Arts’ Literary Arts Committee. 

9. I have more than 15 years of experience as a professional communicator. I’ve coordinated events, 

sponsorships, community programs, fundraisers, volunteers and more. 

10.  During 2000–2007, I worked as a public relations specialist at Modern Woodmen of America, a fra-

ternal financial services organization. 

11.  I’ve written CEO speeches, magazine articles, an employee newsletter , Web copy, media releases, an 

internal TV show script and more. 

12.  From 2007–2012, I worked as a stay-at-home mom and a freelance writer and editor. I've edited 

novels, memoirs, PhD dissertations, resumes and more.  

 New Member Coordinator 
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13.  My favorite freelance assignment was being selected to write a monthly guest column for  the Dis-

patch/Argus newspaper from 2008–2009. 

14.  This is the first winter in two years that I won't be doing a daily early morning paper route in Ori-

on, Ill. And I'm very thankful for  that! 

15.  My poetry chapbook, How to Avoid Being and Other Paths to Triumph, was published through 

918studio in 2011. 

16.  I love public speaking, and I’ve had had formal media relations training. I’ve done extended live in-

terviews on WQPT-TV’s Perspectives and Paula Sands Live. I’ve volunteered for APRIS reading service on 

WVIK-FM, recorded a local radio commercial, and delivered public announcements at a local retailer. 

17.  UUCQC is the first church I’ve consistently attended in my life. And I’ve come back to UUCQC after 

trying out other churches that weren’t a fit for me. 

18.  I’ve periodically attended UUCQC’s Sunday services for the last 15 years. I’ve always found them to 

be thought-provoking and inspiring. 

19. I have two children, Jackson, 7, and Julia, almost 5. They are my miracles and my joy. 

20.  My husband, Justin Peterson, and I were married on Aug. 8 by Rev. Jay Wolin at the histor ic Jenny 

Lind Chapel in Andover, Ill. 

21.  I live with my family in Sunny Hill, a neighborhood between Coal Valley and Orion, Ill. 

22.  Each time I attend UUCQC, I’m surprised more people aren’t here. I believe many people are look-

ing for an enlightened spiritual home that supports their beliefs, includes everyone, honors nature, strives for 

social justice, and reaches out to help others – everything that the UUCQC stands for and strives to do. 

23.  I’d like to boost awareness of the UUCQC as that enlightened spiritual home. And I look forward to 

teaming up with you to make that happen! 

 

The Falling Angel by Marc Chagall 1923-1947  

Red is a popular color throughout the hol-
iday season (and recently “controversial” 
due to someone’s Facebook post about the 

Starbucks red paper coffee cup). The De-

cember art wall's theme will be red. You 
are invited to contribute to the wall — a 

favored art piece with red as a main color 
— or just a picture of something that you 

immediately associate with the color red. 
Hopefully we will see many interesting 
images!  
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 Communications Coordinator 

The UUCQC photo policy has been updated to better reflect how photos are used 
on our website, social media and other communications (including this newslet-
ter, which is posted at www.uucqc.org/announcements). 

Photo policy: We often take photographs and videos of adults and children as 
they participate in congregational events such as worship, social events, and jus-
tice events. We use these images to promote our congregation in print, on the 
Web, and on social media. Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cit-
ies reserves the right to take photographs or video recordings at church-related 
activities in which individuals are not prominently featured and no identifying 
information is presented. 
 
Photos that do include prominently featured individuals or identifying infor-
mation have been obtained and published with permission from the individuals in 
them or with parental/guardian permission for children. 
 
Any individual who objects to potentially being photographed as part of an 
UUCQC activity may opt out at the time they become an UUCQC member or 
register with Youth Religious Education. Guests must email their opt-out prefer-
ence to communications@uucqc.org. Every effort will be made to honor opt-out 
requests. We kindly request you remind a photographer of your preference if you 
believe your photo was taken without permission. 

Requesting removal of a photograph or video:  Any individual who appears in 
a photo/video (or whose minor children appear in a photo/video) that has been 
posted online may request that it be removed for any reason, even if prior permis-
sion had been granted, by sending a written note to the church office or an email 
to communications@uucqc.org. Please indicate the person or persons involved 
and the photo or video in question, and it will be promptly removed from the 
website or other display where it is found.  

We are revving up our social me-

dia presence. Please consider sub-

scribing to our channel on 

YouTube to check out videos of 

Sunday’s sermons and special 

events. Search for Unitarian Uni-

versalist Congregation of the Quad 

Cities to subscribe to our channel. 

Videos will continue to be added, 

so check back often. 

Get your UUCQC swag at 

www.cafepress.com/uucqc. 

If you have any ideas for 

items would be great with 

our logo, contact the office! 

Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/

UUCQC or @UUCQC. When we 

get to 25 followers, Joseli Walter 

will live Tweet a service! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg9eqKD5SW8FZ0eWW_EiCxw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg9eqKD5SW8FZ0eWW_EiCxw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg9eqKD5SW8FZ0eWW_EiCxw
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Music 

Team members 

Sheila Doak,  

Director of Music 

music@uucqc.org   

Brian Hinkley, 

10 a.m. pianist 

Matthew Toland, 

Chime Choir Conductor 

Lorna Johnson, 

Children’s Choir Director 

Saul Nache — Chair 

Lawrence Allen 

Doug McCollum 

Emily Smith 

Gale Springer  

Miryam Stone 

Schedule 

Choir practice 

 

Chime choir 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

Children’s choir 

2nd & 4th Sundays of 

the month, 9:30-10 a.m. 

 
 Last you heard from me, I shared 

how music has been a mode of commu-

nication and a source of joy for me and 

my father, who lives with bipolar disor-

der. Now I am thrilled to pass this gift 

on to my own daughter, Georgia, who 

was born in May. It’s no secret that mu-

sic is a great way to teach a child to 

sing, dance, relax, and have fun. 

 As early as one month 

old, Georgia showed a clear 

preference for funk music 

(Public Enemy’s “Fight the 

Power”) by kicking her legs and 

waving her arms when I tried 

out a few different styles on the 

radio. She laughed and smiled 

when I played “Lean on Me” on 

the guitar just a few weeks later. 

My husband Adam and I have 

spent many hours in the car 

singing to entertain her as well 

as to help her fall asleep. The 

best thing about kids is that they 

love to hear you sing even if you 

can’t carry a tune. And as Adam 

well knows, they also don’t care 

if it’s a “real” song, or one you 

make up as you go along. 

 I always knew I would 

share my love of music with my children, but I hadn’t considered what a won-

derful tool it would be to teach them French, which I studied for ten years. 

Every day we learn something new listening to French songs, and I am grate-

ful we can have such fun on her path to becoming bilingual. If you or your 

children have any interest in a foreign language, I strongly encourage you to 

sing! With winter upon us, there may be a seasonal song to which you already 

know the tune that you could easily pick up in another language. Take the op-

portunity to enrich your own holidays by finding out how they celebrate in 

another country. The world needs us, especially now, to be curious about new 

people, new languages, new ways of living, and to welcome difference into 

our own homes and communities. Music just might be the key for you! 

— Miryam Stone 
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 Spiritual practices & programs 

Sponsored by the 

Spiritual Practices 

and Programs Team 

of the congregation  

The Drum Circle 

Team — Gale, Grant, 

Linda, Meg, Paula, 

Sharon, Steve 

Come play with us... 

UU Drum Circle  

Sunday, Dec. 6 at 5:30 p.m. in the spacious UU sanctuary 

3707 Eastern Avenue in Davenport 

Come be with us when your schedules allows. We invite everyone to bring your 

drums and rattles. Extras are waiting should you need one. It is open to all with a 

special invitation to children and their parents. Should you wish to use our babysit-

ting service please call the office at 563-359-0816 by noon on Friday, Dec. 4. 

There will be a basket in the center of the circle in which to place an offering of 

thanks for this beautiful space. 

A special thank you to Steve for leading us this past year in seasonal dances and 

songs. 

Sacred Texts 

The sources of wisdom that inform our Uni-

tarian Universalist living tradition include 

“Wisdom from the world's religions which 

inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life.”  

This year to complement our World Reli-

gion Adult Religious Education Classes and 

certain of Reverend Jay’s sermons, we will 

be exploring Spiritual Texts from various 

traditions.  Although we will explore some 

of the historical context of the text, the pri-

mary purpose of this exploration is to help 

us discern how the text informs our lives 

today. Please join us from 6:30-8:00 p.m. on 

the following Mondays: 

Dec. 7 Christian Text —  

The Gospel of Thomas 

Dec. 14 Christian Text 

The new “drop-in” Connection Circle gives 

everyone an opportunity to explore in more 

depth, Rev. Jay’s Sermon Series Entitled 

“Soul Matters.” The topics will focus us on 

a spiritual value that our UU faith has his-

torically honored and emphasized. Please 

join us on the following Thursday nights 

from 6:30-8 p.m. 

Dec. 10 —“What does it mean to be a 

people of Expectation?” 

Connection Circles – Special Year 

Long Group – “Soul Matters” 
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Team members 

Kathryn Allen  

— Green Sanctuary 

Gary Anderson  

— Chair 

LaDonna Anderson  

— At Risk Youth 

Angela Chenus  

— At Large 

Marcy Doyle  

— Immigration 

Elaine Kresse  

— At Large 

Mona McCray  

— MIRED 

Kriss Wells  

— Quad Cities 

Interfaith Liaison 

Mike Wilcox  

— At Large 

Joyce Wiley  

— BGLQTIA Rights 

Social Justice Ministry  

Friday, Dec. 4 at 6 p.m.  

First Friday Social Justice Movie Night 

The Doctrine of Discovery: Unmasking the Domination Code 

45-minute movie, followed by discussion 

Doctrine of Discovery tells the story of how little-known paper documents from 

the 15th century resulted in a tragic global move toward domination and dehu-

manization as lands beyond Europe were "discovered."  This led to subsequent 

legal systems in the U.S., Canada, and elsewhere that are still being used against 

Original Nations and peoples. The film is a collaborative effort between Dakota 

filmmaker and director, Sheldon Wolfchild and co-producer Shawnee/Lenape Ste-

ven Newcomb. It is based on Newcomb's book Pagans in the Promised 

Land. Theologian Luis Rivera-Pagán points out in interviews with Newcomb that 

an accurate history must account for the theological and religions justifications for 

claims of domination over the original nations and peoples. 
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Reproductive Justice Project of UUCQC invites you to take part in the Sexual Health Coalition meeting  

December 8 at 2:30 p.m. in the social hall at UUCQC. 

UUCQC has a strong history of supporting sexual rights. We know a few of you have dedicated your lives to 

this and many have supported those rights with your dollars. The coalition that met at UUCQC Tuesday, No-

vember 10 continued to narrow its focus. And the statistics for the Quad Cities spoke for themselves. 

 The prevalence of HIV rates in the Quad Cities is nearly 2.5 times that of the state of Iowa.  

 STI rates in the Quad Cities are significantly higher than those in Iowa.  

 Teen pregnancy rates in the Quad Cities far exceed those of Iowa, Illinois and the United States as a 

whole. 

If the statistics weren’t enough, representatives from 6 different organizations were there to stress the related 

needs. The focus moving forward is HIV and STI education. How do we inform, educate, and involve sexual-

ly active adults, parents, students, and schools on this issue? To become part of this conversation please con-

sider attending as a UUCQC member inviting someone you know in the community who might be an asset to 

this conversation.  

As always for questions or deeper conversation on this subject please contact Elaine Kresse at 563-391-3455 

or elainekresse2@gmail.com. 

 

 UUCQC is putting together a team of 10 (or 

more!) to package nutritious meals for Syrian refu-

gees on Saturday, Dec. 5 at 9 a.m. The packaging 

blitz will take place at the Waterfront Convention 

Center, 2021 State Street, Bettendorf, Iowa. The 

UUCQC is also taking donations to make a mone-

tary contribution to this effort.  

 To join the UUCQC Team please email 

Rev. Jay Wolin at minister@uucqc.org or call the 

office at 563-359-0816.  

 Can’t be there in person? You can still help! 

To make a donation, please mail or  drop off a 

check at 3707 Eastern Ave., Davenport, Iowa. 

Write “Q-C for Syria” in the  memo line. We will 

make one contribution from the congregation.  

Share the Plate  

 In December, the Immigration Project wishes our 

Congregation to support with a one-time contribution to 

a homeless family that has 

been on our radar for the 

past year or more. Previ-

ously, we have not had 

anything practical to offer 

within our means. The 

money raised in December 

will go to Lutheran Family 

Services dedicated to be 

used to secure the Green 

Cards (previously lost in 

the bureaucratic system 

but located just last week 

by the persistent hard 

work of a social worker there) for the mother and her 

children which are waiting to be picked up.  

 Our support along with that of another church 

will mean a world of difference to this mother and her 

four smart, vibrant children in their simple quest for a 

better life here including the ability to work, study and 

thrive because they will have the proper paperwork. 
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 Green Sanctuary Project 

The Giving Garden: Seeds and Soil 

 It begins with seeds and soil. Seeds bringing forth food, hope, nourishment.  

Nourishing the body, the heart and the soul. Giving hope to those in need. Bring-

ing hope to the gardeners that plants will emerge from  seeds.   

 Planning, planting, caring, watering, harvesting, composting.   

 And then food from our UU Giving Garden is delivered to Café On Vine 

where it will nourish others. This is the process that continued from spring to mid-

fall. 

 I grew up in Denver. Our yard was brown, dried dirt. Not much grew. 

 When I married an Iowa man and moved to Iowa I was in heaven. I was 

amazed how much the beautiful dark soiled produced. I have spent every summer 

with my hands in the soil.  I find tilling the soil also tills my heart and soul. 

 Even though the ground is covered with snow, our Giving Garden group 

continues to meet to plan for next year. Our church will continue to compost the 

coffee grounds, tea bags, etc, from Sunday coffee hour. 

 I encourage your family to begin composting at home. Find a place in your 

yard to put your compost in. And the miracle of what you may think of is garbage 

will reveal its true colors = rich, dark, beautiful soil. 

— Kathleen Carter  

January 2016  

 monthly newsletter deadline: 

Monday, Dec. 21 at 10 a.m. 

 

Silent Announcement deadlines 
Wednesday, Dec. 2 at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 10 a.m. 

Monday, Dec. 21 at 10 a.m. 

Monday, Dec. 28 at 10 a.m. 

Due to when the holidays fall and staff vacations, please pay close attention to deadlines this month. Weekly 

Silent Announcements are usually emailed at 3:30 p.m. on Thursdays. During Christmas and New Year’s 

week the announcements will be emailed on Wednesdays. Please get items from your team or committee in as 

early as possible so we can follow up with you if we have any questions. Thanks! 
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Having a meeting with your Committee, Team, or Group? 

UUCQC’s IN THE KNOW... 

 Spiritual Conversation  

Watch in the weekly  

Silent Announcements  

and Facebook for the  

Spiritual Conversation 

Group upcoming topics. 

The group usually meets on 

Tuesdays at 6:45 p.m. in the 

Community Room.  

WOW 

(a social gatthering for 

friendly conversation and 

good food) 

Windmill Restaurant 

1190 Avenue of the Cities, 

East Moline 

11:30 a.m. (*note the time) 

December 1 

For more information call  

Sarah Smet 309-781-3145 

The Happy Human Book Club 

discusses printed materials and 

videos from the non-theist 

worldview. We will meet 

on Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 7 

p.m. in the Lounge to view part 

of the DVD "American Free-

thought" by Roderick Bradford 

and the Council for Secular Hu-

manism. 

For the meeting, RSVPs are not 

required, but appreciated. Ka-

ren Fowler's contact information 

is in the  directory, or contact 

the office at office@uucqc.org. 

Anyone who is on Facebook is 

welcome to join the private Fa-

cebook group "Happy Human 

Book Club of the Quad Cities." 

To join, send a friend request to 

Karen Fowler. 

Exploring World Religions  

Christianity, Part II 

Monday, Dec. 21, 6:30-8 p.m.  

For more information or to     

request free childcare (with 

48-hour notice), please call 

the office at 563-359-0816. 

We are accepting donations 

of new and gently used  

winter items for kids on our 

Mitten Tree in the entryway. 

Please give what you can to 

help area kids stay warm 

this winter! 

 Lesbian Book Club 

The Lesbian Book Club will be 

gathering on Dec. 26 at 6:30 

p.m. to watch a movie. If you 

have questions, comments, or 

concerns, please contact Bea 

Ruebbelke at  

upsofloating09@yahoo.com.  

mailto:upsofloating09@yahoo.com
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 A conversation with Fred Van Liew  

on the Promise of Restorative Justice 

What does justice look like?  

What can justice look like? 

Fred Van Liew is an attorney, mediator, and justice consultant. 

He was a career prosecutor with the Polk County Attorney's 

Office in Des Moines and currently serves as the Restorative 

Practices Coordinator for the Portland Center for Restorative 

Justice in Portland, Maine, and as a consultant with A Mid-Iowa 

Organizing Strategy (AMOS) in Des Moines. He is the author of 

the recently published book The Justice Diary - An Inquiry into 

Justice in America.  

We will discuss how Restorative  

Justice is a radical departure from our 

present way of doing justice, our  

retributive way. Come prepared to 

reflect and speak to your own sense 

of justice and injustice and how that 

informs your vision of the justice  

system you want for your children, 

grandchildren, neighbors, friends, and 

all of your brothers and sisters, no 

matter their color or station in life. We 

will discuss how Restorative Justice is 

a radical departure from our present 

way of doing justice — a retributive 

way — to a restorative system that 

repairs harm and hurt done to victim, 

community, and the offender.   

Saturday, December 12 

10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Lunch will be available.  

Unitarian Universalist Congregation  

of the Quad Cities 

3707 Eastern Ave. 

Davenport, Iowa 

 



16  


