
   

APRI L 20 15  

S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

   1 2 3 New member pot-

luck, 6-8 p.m.; page 

12 

4 

5 Intergenerational 

service, 10 a.m.; 

page 2 

6 7 WOW, a social 

gathering, 5:30 p.m.; 

page 15 

8 9 10 11 Implicit Bias 

workshop,  

10-11:30 a.m.;  

page 14 

12 Pizza Sunday 

Youth fundraiser,  

between services 

13 14  

 

15 16 17 18 

19  20 Exploring World 

Religions, Judaism, 

Part II, 6:30-8 p.m. 

21  22 Exploring  

Membership class,  

6-7:30 p.m.,  

age 12 

23 24 25 Beltane — Earth-

based Traditions, 

5:30 p.m. 

26 Children’s choir, 

9:30 a.m. 

Earth Day Concert, 6 

p.m., page 9 & 16 

27 Food Faith Cli-

mate program, 

7-8:30 p.m., page 8 

28  29 30 All-church Read 

discussion, 7 p.m., 

page 3 

  

 The mission of our Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the  Quad Cities is  

to create a vibrant, welcoming, diverse church family  

which  

embraces individual searches for meaning  

and  

devotes itself to community good. 

Our vision is to be recognized in our community as a beacon on the hill— a vibrant,   
welcoming, thriving church that: 

 Reaches out to members and community with a clear, concise, and inspiring     
message about Unitarian Universalism and its Principles 

 Attracts and embraces people of diverse groups, ages and family types 

 Feeds the mind and spirit regardless of individual pathway 

 Supports social justice and social action initiatives in our congregation and  
     the greater community  

 Encourages responsibility for the earth and its creatures 

Mark your calendar 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities 
3707 Eastern Avenue 
Davenport, IA 52807 

563-359-0816 
www.UUCQC.org 

Every Tuesday: Mindfulness 

meditation, 5:30 p.m.; Spiri-

tual conversation, 6:45 p.m.  
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Apr i l  2015  s erv ices  

Minister and staff       

contact information 

Rev. Jay Wolin, Minister 

minister@uucqc.org  

Sherri Pauli,  

Congregational 

Administrator 

administrator@uucqc.org 

Stefaine Brock  

Office Assistant 

office@uucqc.org 

Sarah Moulton, Director 

of RE  

re@uucqc.org 

Becky Brooke,  

Assistant DYRE 

beckynaka@msn.com 

Sheila Doak, Director of 

Music music@uucqc.org   

Beth Paul,  

Communications 

Coordinator 

communications 

@uucqc.org 

Amanda Conger,  

New Member Coordinator 

membership@uucqc.org 

Connie Hulett 

Bookkeeper 

bookkeeper@uucqc.org 

Jeff Danielson,  

Custodian/Factotum 

Child Care: 

Amanda Peterlin, 

Amanda Jensen, Trista 

Bernaur, & Julie Swanson  

The Quiltmaker’s Gift  

April 5, 10 a.m. —  

Intergenerational service 

The Quiltmaker’s Gift is a story of a 

women who creates beautiful quilts 

for people in need. When a greedy 

Queen finds out about the quilts she 

will try to do everything in her 

power to have one. The Quiltmaker 

teaches the Queen the joy of giving 

in this beautiful story. This story 

was written by Jeff Brumbeau and is 

now adapted by Lois Cole, Sarah Moulton and Becky Nakashima Brooke.  

The youth have been working hard on the play for Easter.  

Rolling Back the Stone  

April 5, 11:15 a.m. — Rev. Jay Wolin 

As we celebrate Easter, the holiday from our Christian Sources that honors the death of Jesus of 

Nazareth, I am reminded of Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Salome who go to 

visit the tomb of Jesus. They ask “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the 

tomb?” I will pose that question to each of you. What are the stones that block your view of a better 

world? Who will roll away your stones? 

Science, Spirituality and Health   

April 12, 10 & 11:15 a.m. — Rev. Jay Wolin 

Does religion and spirituality add to your quality of life and improve your health? Are there health 

advantages to being part of a religious community that you cannot find practicing on your own? You 

will have to attend to find out! 

Soul  

April 19, 10 & 11:15 a.m. — Allen Bertsche and Mike Wilcox  

The word “soul” is not one often heard in a UU service. It is not a word we use to describe ourselves 

very often either. Is this a good thing? Is it a word we need to re-imagine to work within a UU con-

text? Allen Bertsche and Mike Wilcox, from the Religious Services Team, will explore the question 

of soul, with an eye toward the many sources which inform our faith community, and with personal 

perspectives on how we define the word and its relevance to our lives. Join us for a Sunday devoted 

to the Soul, however you define it. 

Commit2Respond   

April 26, 10 & 11:15 a.m. — Rev. Jay Wolin 

From the Commit2Respond website “We are facing a climate crisis. Climate change is already caus-

ing suffering for peoples around the world every day. Recognizing the interdependence of all life, 

we are called as people of faith and conscience to heal and sustain the planet we call home. How 

will you respond?” How will you respond? 

mailto:minister@uucqc.org


3  

 LGBTQIA Team  

April 5:  No forum; Easter Sunday 

 

The Selma Awakening: How the Civil Rights movement tested and changed Unitarian Universalism 

— Martha Easter Wells 

April 12:  In early March, Martha travelled with the UUSC board at the invitation of the UUA board to Selma. Many people were in 

Selma and marched together across the bridge. The UUs  were there, too; just as over a hundred UU ministers were there 50 years ago, and 

one of them, James Reeb, was killed there. Martha will talk about the history of UU involvement at Selma and how it changed Unitarian 

Universalism, as well as touch on the experiences that she had at the 50th anniversary. 

The Relationship between police and the city’s minority communities  

— St. Ambrose University Criminal Justice Graduate Students 

April 19: The students will presnt the data collected by Professor Chris Barnum regarding the level of disproportionality — the dif-

ference between the race of observed motorists and the race of drivers actually pulled over. 

 

April 26: LGBTQIA Program:  A discussion of the All-church Read book “She's Not There.” 

A p r i l  S u n d ay  Fo ru m s  at  1 0  a . m .  

All-church read 
During the Month of April, the LGBTQIA team is sponsoring an All-church Read of the book 

“She’s Not There—A Life in Two Genders” by Jennifer Finney Boylan. 

The provocative bestseller “She's Not There” is the winning, utterly surprising story of a person 

changing genders. By turns hilarious and deeply moving, Jennifer Finney Boylan explores the terri-

tory that lies between men and women, examines changing friendships and rejoices in the redeeming 

power of family. Told in Boylan’s fresh voice, “She's Not There” is about a person bearing and fi-

nally revealing a complex secret. Through her clear eyes, “She's Not There” provides a new window 

on the confounding process of accepting our true selves. 

To obtain the book: There are a few copies available through local libraries; both new and used cop-

ies of the book, as well as the Kindle version, are available through Amazon at amazon.com/Shes-

Not-There-Life-Genders/dp/0385346972. Or obtain the book through your favorite independent (or 

chain) bookstore.  

To join in the discussion:  

Online discussion will begin on April 5 

and last for 4 weeks. To participate, send 

your e-mail address to Lucia Dryanski at 

Mudcreekprairie@netins.net 

 

Discussion at Sunday Forum will take 

place on Sunday, April 26 at 10 a.m. Join 

us for this discussion of transgender ex-

pression issues posed in the book whether 

you’ve taken part in the online discussion 

or not, and even whether you’ve read the 

book or not! 

An evening “Book Club”-type discus-

sion will be held on Thursday, April 30 

at 7 p.m. in the lounge. Come to explore 

the book more deeply and in person! 

The LGBTQIA team looks forward to sharing this entertaining and challenging memoir with you, as well as a deeper discussion of 

the issues of how we might better understand, support and welcome transgender individuals into our lives and community. 

For more information, contact Lucia at 563-843-2848 or Mudcreekprairie@netins.net. 
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Heart of the Minister – Evangelism vs. Proselytism – April 2015 

 Growing up in the Jewish religion, everyone I knew in the Congregation was born into the religion.  

Occasionally there was a mixed religious marriage where one spouse converted to Judaism. I remember 

what a big deal it was around my house, when the Yankees center fielder Elliot Maddox converted to Ju-

daism. In Unitarian Universalism, most statistics I have read say only 10% of current UU members were 

born into the religion. Therefore 90% of our membership will come from people with different or no reli-

gious backgrounds.  

 We have, over the years, changed our religious education to encourage our youth to identify as 

Unitarian Universalism to change that trend. Even so, we have to let people know who we are and what 

our religious values are if we are going to share our values with the world.  Of course, not everyone will 

share our values, but too often when people enter our doors, they often say that they had never heard about 

Unitarian Universalism before finding us. Too often I hear that they have been looking for a religion like 

ours their whole life. We should make it easier for people to find us. If we believe this is a great religion, 

we should be generous and be willing to share it with others.  

I know that both of the words in the title above send a shiver down the spine of some of our mem-

bers. For some it is because of the fact that they were on the receiving end of proselytism and, rightfully 

so, found it distasteful. Some people see both words above as the same, but they are not. Proselytism is 

about converting others, and often it has the connotation of being coercive in some manner. Evangelism is 

sharing the good news. We want to share our message and have people judge for themselves whether our 

religious values are in line with theirs. For some, these words are uncomfortable because they are con-

nected to Christianity and think because we are Post-Christian Association we should not use them. Chris-

tianity is still one of the sources of wisdom that informs our religion. In addition, we adapt many other 

Christian rituals as part of our worship and religious life. Feel free not to use the word Evangelism, but 

please share our good news. And we have plenty of good news. Our messages of welcoming all and reli-

gious freedom are very unique in the religious landscape. Our commitment to living out our values in the 

world is challenging, fulfilling and ultimately makes the us and the world better. 

So please, invite your family, your friends, your neighbors and your co-workers. If you are on the 

computer, “Friend” us on Facebook and share our status with 

others, so others can learn about us. If you find your experi-

ence here meaningful, you should want those you know to 

have a meaningful experience as well.  

with a grateful heart 

Jay 

Rev. Jay Wolin 
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From Lana Long, Chair of Board of Trustees 

 Greetings to the Congregants. This year has been very busy for everyone at this Congregation. We are 

coming upon April 2015 which is very near to the new fiscal year starting July 1, 2015, through June 30, 

2016. That means the budgets for the various teams need to be submitted very soon. Also, the Stewardship 

Committee has done a great job and is starting to wind down with the Pledge Drive so the next fiscal year’s 

budget can be established. The Coffee House was successful grossing $9,877.10. The expenses need to be 

established to obtain the net amount of the Coffee House and Silent Auction. Along with other fundraisers 

held in the past year, these proceeds will help us estimate the next year’s budget. 

 I thank each of you for contributing as you have enabled our community to continue thriving program-

ming, which includes Pastoral Care Team; Adult and Children’s RE; Humanist Book Club; LBGT Book 

Club; Earth-based Traditions Team; Spirituality Team; Drumming Circle; Connection Circles; Welcome & 

Hospitality Team; Building and Grounds Team; Ministerial Team; and Social Justice Team, among others I 

am sure I failed to recall.  

 The Administrative Committees include the Governance Committee, who work on Policies and Proce-

dures; Financial Committee, Leadership Committee and more work closely with the Board of Trustees and 

Rev. Wolin. Along with the volunteers, we must recognize the staff who moves us along the way: Rev. Jay 

Wolin, Sherri Pauli, Congregational Administrator; Beth Paul, Communications Coordinator; Amanda Con-

ger, New Member Coordinator; Stefaine Brock, Office Assistant; and Jeff Danielson, Custodian. 

 The Board of Trustees will meet on April 25, 2015, to review all the figures and set a budget for the 

May 17, 2015, Congregation Meeting for review and approval of the Budget by the Congregants. We will 

also elect the Clerk and new Board of Trustees to fill the positions being vacated. I invite the membership to 

attend this important annual Congregational meeting. There will be other meetings for a preview of the 

budget. Watch the calendar for those dates. 

  There is simply not enough kudos to give everyone. The bottom line 

is we all care for our Spiritual Home and are committed to it. We care for 

each other and ourselves and reach out to each other in friendship and com-

radery as we fulfill our spiritual needs with “Many beliefs, One faith.” 

QUOTE:  

 For our very humanity is illuminated for us by our fellow beings, 

 each of whom offer the authentic presence of the divine. Over time 

 the church becomes a vessel which hold us, in moments of tragedy 

 and transformation, in moments of need and vulnerability, in our 

 most urgent questions of meaning. It is the chalice which carries the 

 heritage of own tradition as it is handed from one generation to the 

 next. Kendyl Gibbons 

 It has been my pleasure to serve as your Board Chair along with the 

Trustees and Rev. Wolin. It has not only educated me, it has allowed me to 

serve this Congregation to the best of my ability.  

With best wishes to each of you,  

Lana Long, Chair of Board of Trustees 

Chair              Lana Long 

Vice Chair     Allen Bertsche 

Clerk              Matthew Toland 

Treasurer       Steve Burke 

Trustee           Beth Kundel Vogel 

Trustee           Judy Teeple 

Trustee           Marcy Doyle 

Trustee           John Dunsheath 

Trustee           Connie Ghinazzi 

Board Members 
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Thanks 

 Since I arrived in Davenport four years ago, Gary and LaDonna Anderson 

have been the core of the Finance Team making sure all the numbers in the financials 

were correct, and following up to make sure everything that needed to be done was 

done. I want to thank them for their years of service in this area. Having them in that 

position allowed me not to have to worry about that area of Congregational Life.  Gary 

and LaDonna have resigned from Finance so they could spend more time on Social Justice. Gary is now the chair 

of the Social Justice Team and volunteers mentoring youth at the Leslie House at the Wittenmyer Center. LaDonna 

is the leader of the At-Risk Youth Social Justice Project and volunteers mentoring and tutoring children at Garfield 

Elementary. As sorry as I am to see them leave Finance, I am happy to see them put their energy into such an im-

portant ministry of the Congregation.  

 We have now hired a bookkeeper for 5 hour a week to take care of the day-to-day entering of deposits, pay-

ables and journal entries. However, we are still in need of some volunteers who know QuickBooks, or are willing to 

be trained on QuickBooks. The responsibilities include auditing transactions, bank reconciliations and running re-

ports for teams and members. If you have a skill in this area, please contact me to discuss this further. I appreciate 

your consideration of this.  

 — Rev. Jay 

 
Fin an ce Team  

 

 
F u n drais in g  

New Policy 

Each year the pledges we receive are less than required to meet the expenses of the Congregation. We make 

up this shortfall in part by having various fundraisers throughout the year. In addition, as a Congregation we have his-

torically had additional fundraisers to support social justice initiatives locally and in the larger world. Since I have 

arrived I have had many conversations with members who would like us to allow more fundraisers for outside organi-

zations. This is countered by other conversations with members who are concerned that if members are inundated 

with outside fundraisers it would detrimentally affect the level of pledging for our Congregational Programming. This 

past year, the Bylaws Governance Committee committed a significant amount of discernment time to this topic. They 

investigated policies of other Unitarian Universalist Congregations, provided opportunities for the Congregants to 

provide feedback and collaborated with the Board to come to an agreed upon policy. 

 The goal of this policy is to encourage teams to plan their financial needs in advance and to try to incorporate 

them into our normal funding processes of the annual budget, and the Memorial, Peterson, and Endowment funds. 

Longstanding fundraisers will be reviewed once a year by the fundraising team, and they will not need to make a 

separate request each year unless there is a significant change to their fundraiser. At UUCQC.org you will find a list 

of the year’s upcoming fundraisers indicating which ones are currently considered recurring. We understand that not 

all events and circumstances can be planned for a year in advance. Due to this, in the policy we have tried to allow for 

some flexibility in allowing for more fundraisers as special events and needs arise. One critical factor in considering 

new fundraisers is whether it conflicts with fundraising for our Congregational needs and if we feel it is overburden-

ing our Congregants. To find the current list of fundraisers and the proposed policy, got to UUCQC.org; under the 

“About UUCQC” tab click on “Policies and Procedures”; from that screen, click on “Bylaws”; the documents are 

called “Current Fundraising” and “UUCQC draft fundraising.” Please click on them to view them. 

 Please review the policy.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask me, other members of the 

Governance Committee, or the Board.           — Rev. Jay 
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U U Congregation of the Quad Cities  

March 19, 2015 

Dear wonderful people of the UU Congregation of the Quad Cities,  

It is my deep pleasure to tell you that your congregation has received Green Sanctuary 

Accreditation. Congratulations! Getting to this point takes so much determination and 

creativity. The review team saw these qualities in abundance in your truly inspiring 

work.  

Review team members used words like “insightful” “impressive” “refreshing” 

“ambitious” “beautiful”! What they saw in each of your focus areas include long term 

commitment, creativity, bold steps and diverse projects, shared leadership, great col-

laboration outside your congregation, widespread “ownership” of environmental min-

istry within your congregation, and wise planning. You have every right to celebrate 

as you have included in your plan! 

Your environmental justice work seems to be taking root in a meaningful way that is 

likely to go deeper over time, and is also likely to positively impact your lives as well 

as those of the youth you invite and connect with.  Your butterfly and bee gardens of-

fer critical support to these endangered beings, and must serve to ground and lift the 

souls of folks who connect with the garden. We are grateful for your work. 

There are many detailed points the review team made about what they liked in your 

application – too many to include in an emailed letter. Just know that your work has 

inspired the team, and we all hope you share what you have done (and will continue to 

do) broadly.  

Please make sure you have information about your work on your website (maybe with 

pictures), and join the Green Sanctuary email list if you have not already. We believe 

you have much to share with other Green Sanctuary leaders. In fact, we hope you con-

sider supporting one of your team leaders to become a coach for another congregation 

working to get accredited.  

With loving appreciation and for All Earth, 

Karen 

 

Rev. Karen Brammer 

UUA Green Sanctuary Program Manager 

 
Green  San ctu ary  Pro ject  

Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations 

Green Sanctuary 

24 Farnsworth St 

Boston, MA  02210-1409 

 Congregations working to restore Environmental Sustainability and Justice, 

and renew Spirit. 

What Will We Do? 

     During Climate Justice 

Month you are invited to 

learn, reflect, and discern 

what long-term actions 

you, your family, and/or 

your congregation can 

take on that will build re-

sistance to climate 

change. The newly redes-

igned website  

commit2respond.org  

offers suggested actions 

for individuals, house-

holds and congregations. 

You can make and track 

your commitments here 

online. 

     Rather than simply 

taking on small actions 

for a month, we are set-

ting aside a month to 

delve into our spiritual 

grounding for this work, 

deepen our learning and 

intentionally decide how 

we can commit to trans-

form our lives and our 

world. Get the daily mes-

sages by signing up on 

the website or check out 

past daily messages on 

the commit2re-

spond.org blog. 

Climate Justice Month 

March 22—April  22 

http://www.commit2respond.org/learn
http://www.commit2respond.org/actions
http://www.commit2respond.org/actions
http://www.commit2respond.org/group_actions
http://www.commit2respond.org/news
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     Iowa Interfaith Power & 

Light is offering a 

90-minute interactive pro-

gram, providing 

education on how our food 

practices contribute 

to climate change. 

 

     When we sit down to din-

ner, we may not think 

about global warming, but as 

much as one third 

of the world’s greenhouse 

gas emissions are 

connected to our food sys-

tem. 

 

     Each of us, at every meal, 

can make a real 

difference that ensures a 

more climate-friendly 

food system. Fortunately, the 

ethical choices are also 

pleasurable choices that will 

improve the health of the 

planet and our bodies! 

The program will be held on: 

 

Monday April 27 

7-8:30 p.m. (doors open at 6:30 p.m.) 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

3707 Eastern Ave. 

Davenport, IA 

 

Please register in advance at: 

http://iowaipl.org/act/food-faith-climate 
Go to the Act Now tab and hit register for events. 

Cost: $20 

 

Contact Mike Wilcox for more information: michael.wilcox77@yahoo.com 

 

 Save the date 

Saturday, May 30,  1-3:30 p.m. 
  

Unitarian Congregation Uncorked  

Paint Wine Design Painting Party Fundraiser 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help at the event and make desserts. Contact 

Congregational Administrator Sherri Pauli at administrator@uucqc.org to find out 

how you can help! 
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Mu s ic  

Team members 

Sheila Doak,  

Director of Music 

music@uucqc.org   

Brian Hinkley, 

10 a.m. pianist 

Matthew Toland, 

Chime Choir Conductor 

Lorna Johnson, 

Children’s Choir Director 

Saul Nache — Chair 

Lawrence Allen 

Rita Coyne 

John DeGreve 

Emily Smith 

Gale Springer  

Miryam Stone 

Schedule 

Choir practice 

Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m. 

Chime choir 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

Children’s choir 

2nd & 4th Sundays of 

the month, 9:30-10 a.m. 

From Sheila Doak, Director of Music 

 How wonderful it has been this past month to share some beautiful 

music with you during service! The Chalice Chimes have been getter better 

and better.  Those at the 10 a.m. service were able to enjoy the Children's 

Choir. The Adult Choir has done a great job singing with reduced numbers. 

Sam Keehn graced us with her beautiful trombone. Steve Burke and Doug 

McCollum rocked it out on the Beatles' Revolution. Many thanks to Brian 

Hinkley, too, for his continued hard work and preparation.  

 Coming up in April is our 3rd Annual Earth Day Concert! Mark you 

calendars for Sunday, April 26 at 6 p.m. Bring a friend or two or three for a 

fun evening of beautiful music celebrating the Earth! Look for a flyer on the 

back of this newsletter that you can share with friends. Ask for more to hand 

out or post around town. Share the Facebook event and invite others to join 

us. Let's fill our sanctuary with people and music! 

 

From Lorna Johnson, Children’s Choir Director 

 Does your child love to sing? We'd love to see them in choir! If your 

child is at least 4 and can sit in a chair and follow directions for 30 minutes, 

they're ready to join us.  

 The Children's Choir meets the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month 

from 9:30 to 10 a.m. We perform several times a year at the first service  

(10 a.m.). We sing and sometimes move and play instruments. You can join 

any time but must practice before you perform (ask the director, Lorna John-

son, for details). Children's Choir is a great way to expose your child to differ-

ent kinds of music and help them to become a part of the service on a regular 

basis. Email any questions to Lorna Johnson at dancingkeys10@gmail.com.  

mailto:dancingkeys10@gmail.com
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Rel ig io us  edu cat io n  

Team members 

Sarah Moulton,  

Director of RE 

re@uucqc.org 

Becky Brooke,  

Assistant DYRE 

beckynaka@msn.com 

Child Care: 

Amanda Peterlin, 

Amanda Jensen, 

Trista Bernaur, & 

Julie Swanson  

Child Care Hours 

Sundays 9:45 a.m.—

12:30 p.m. 

Religious Education 

Classes  

Kids start in the church 

service at 10 a.m. on 

most Sundays. They go 

downstairs after the first 

15 minutes to begin 

class until the end of the 

church service. 

The Youth will be having a fundraiser for their 

trip to the GA Conference on April 12, between 

services. We will have several varieties. Please 

come hungry to service! 

Adoption Group 

The adoption group, Love Creates a Family, had a de-

lightful potluck on March 6. We had the pleasure of 

meeting three adult adoptees and to hear about their 

lives. They let us ask questions about adoption and it 

was a really interesting for the parents of adoptees to 

hear about their experiences. We are very grateful for 

the three of them for taking the time to share with us 

about their lives. This will help us grow as parents to 

our own children.  

Several of the youth will be attend-

ing the General Assembly Confer-

ence this June. They will be doing a 

lot of fundraising for their trips so 

please consider helping out.   

The youth attending are Danny 

Anderson, Liam Anderson, Molly 

Anderson, Cate Chenus, Kaitlyn 

Trainor, and Gwen Worrell.  The 

Brooke, Kantner, and Moulton 

families will be going as well.  

Volunteers are 

needed to run the 

Youth Library dur-

ing Coffee Hour on 

Sundays. Please 

contact Sarah 

Moulton or Becky 

Brooke if you can 

help out. 

Youth Attending the General Assembly Conference 

Pizza Sunday, April 12 
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 Pa s t o ra l  C a re  A s s o i c at e d  M i n i s t r y  

Team members 

 

Caring Circle 

Joanne Maciejko  

— Caring Circle 

Program co-chair 

Sue Witte  

— Caring Circle 

Program co-chair 

 

Lay Pastoral Care 

Associate Program 

Lucia Auman  

— Lay Pastoral Care 

Associates Program 

co-chair 

Alice Martin  

— Lay Pastoral Care 

Associates Program 

co-chair 

The benefits of the Pastoral Program 

 I am a member of our church’s Pastoral Associate program. The purpose 

of the Pastoral Associate (PA) is to companion members and friends in our con-

gregation who are experiencing life transitions. Transitions can be death of a 

loved one, divorce, hospitalization of a family member, family member transi-

tioning to a nursing home, relocation, loss of a job, divorce and others. 

 I agreed to participate in this program because I have learned first hand 

how lonely adoption, disability of family member, death and divorce can be. Not 

knowing how to reach out for help, not knowing if any one really understands 

what life can be like, can be tough during these times. 

 As a member of PA team, I continue to be supported in our group 

monthly meetings. We support each other, affirming that just walking with a per-

son through a difficult time is very powerful and can provide hope for someone 

that they are not alone.  We recognize how helpful it has been to have others 

companion us through our life transitions. 

 We all have the gift to be there for others in need. Sometimes it is much 

easier to be of service to another, than to have another be of service to us. We 

welcome the opportunity to “walk with you.” 

 When in need of a Pastoral Associate support, contact Rev. Jay Wolin or 

Alice Martin. Call the office at 563-359-0816 to get their contact information. 

Namaste’ — Kathleen Carter 

May 2015  

 monthly newsletter deadline: 

Monday, April 20 at 1:30 p.m. 

Silent Announcement deadlines 

 Wednesday, April 1 at 11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, April 8 at 11:30 a.m 

Wednesday, April 15 at 11:30 a.m. 

Wednesday, April 22 at 11:30 a.m 

Wednesday, April 29 at 11:30 a.m. 

Kathleen Carter 

Shari Coe 

Rita Coyne 

Mike Drefchinski 

Ken Hill 

Barbara Thompson  

Joanne Maciejcko  

Judy Teeple 

Alice Traylor 

Jerry Wala 

Lay Pastoral Associates 
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 New Member  Co o rdin ato r  

Amanda Conger 

NEW MEMBER  

COORDINATOR 

Office hours: Thursday 

and Friday 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

Office phone:  

563-359-0816 

Email: membership@uucqc.org 

 

What’s Amanda Excited About? 

Greetings, Congregation and Visitors! This month is going to be awe-

some! What am I excited about now? Everything! Passover! Good Friday! Easter! 

Earth Day! Beltane! My youngest daughter’s SEVENTH BIRTHDAY!  

 Before I get into the What’s Ahead section of this piece, I want to take a 

moment to acknowledge and thank the Welcome Team. You have been so awe-

some! I love working with all of you and look forward to continuing our awesome 

partnership! You are the BEST! 

 First: New Member Potluck! Friday, April 3 from 6 to 8 p.m. in the 

lounge! Come meet our new members and bring them some food! I need Team 

Chairs (or a representative) from each of our Teams to RSVP to me 

(membership@uucqc.org). I would also LOVE to see all of our Board members in 

attendance! Let’s give our newest members the welcome they deserve! 

 Second: Exploring Membership! We are revamping our UU101 class! 

Hooray! The new plan will be to invite our visitors to group discussions called 

Exploring Membership Sessions. The informal chat will be about an hour and a 

half long — no more giant time commitment! We are sticking to discussing Uni-

tarian Universalist theology, the meaning of membership and how to become a 

member. The history portion of the old UU101 class will now be its own event, 

held separately from the Exploring Membership Sessions.  

 Our first ever Exploring Membership Session will be held on Wednesday, 

April 22 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. in the lounge. We will have snacks and beverages. 

Childcare is available with a 48 hour notice to the office. Call Stef to set it up! 

(563-359-0816) 

 Drop-ins are always welcome to stop by! I highly encourage you to RSVP 

to me if you can. This will help us plan snacks. 

As always, call or email me any time! 

 Salut! 

— Amanda Conger, New Member Coordinator 

Mikka Rose Mills was born and raised in Wapello, 

Iowa. She is currently obtaining her undergraduate 

degree at St. Ambrose University, where she ma-

jors on Women and Gender Studies and Sociology. 

Mikka is an avid knitter, fish lover and yarn spin-

ner. She has expressed an interest in co-chairing a 

revival of the UUCQC Knitting Team!  
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Jeff and Gretchen Farwell 

     Jeff was raised in Clinton, Iowa. He graduated from the 

University of Iowa with a degree in economics. He obtained 

his law degree from Northern Illinois University. 

     Gretchen grew up in Berwyn, Illinois, and attended the 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Hinsdale, where her par-

ents had married, since the day of her child dedication. She 

obtained her undergraduate degree at Illinois State Univer-

sity, then taught deaf and hard of hearing children at Medgar 

Evers elementary school in Chicago. She then obtained her 

law degree at Northern Illinois University.  

     Gretchen and Jeff met in law school and after graduation 

moved to Clinton, Iowa, where Jeff started practicing at Far-

well and Bruhn. He was also the City Attorney for Clinton 

for 3½ years. He is currently an adjunct professor at Upper 

Iowa University while he looks for full time employment 

outside of law. Gretchen began her law career as a staff at-

torney at Prairie State Legal Services in Rock Island and 

continues her practice there as the managing attorney.  

     In 2009, they  adopted their daughter, Jenna, from China.  

She has been the absolute light  of their lives, and they are grate-

ful for every day they have had with her as their daughter.  

     They moved to Bettendorf last June and have enjoyed 

becoming a part of the Quad Cities community. The family 

enjoys boating on the Mississippi, hiking, biking and other 

outdoor activities. Gretchen and Jeff are looking forward to 

the time Jenna is old enough to become a certified scuba 

diver so they can resume their  travel and dive vacations. 

 Brian and Kimberly Kim 

     Kimberly Kim grew up in the Quad Cities and re-

turned home last year after spending four years in At-

lanta and four years in Iowa City. She has a Master of 

Public Health degree and has worked for health depart-

ments, a hospital system and Planned Parenthood. Cur-

rently, Kimberly stays home with her two 11-month-

olds, Jeremiah and Avani, and volunteers for the Betten-

dorf Community Schools Foundation. Kimberly is pas-

sionate about travel, public health and reproductive jus-

tice. She was a member of the Unitarian Universalist 

Society in Iowa City, where she taught Our Whole Lives, 

led a covenant group and served on the Strategic Plan-

ning and Membership committees. She is looking for-

ward to getting involved here at UUCQC! 

     Brian Kim primarily grew up in the Quad Cities with 

stints in Illinois, Oregon and California. He spent eight 

years in Iowa City pursuing his education and cheering 

on the Hawkeyes. Brian graduated from dental school in 

2013 and now works as a dentist at practices in Daven-

port and Lowden, Iowa. In his “free” time Brian volun-

teers for the Give Kids a Smile program, which provides 

care to children who do not have access to oral health 

care. Brian is the proud father of 11 month old twins, 

Jeremiah and Avani. He is passionate about running, 

traveling, Chicago sports and health care as a human 

right. 
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 If you would like your art work on our art wall, please let  

Judie Lance know, and we can schedule your exhibit. 

Phone: 563-355-7240; Email: rlance14@mchsi.com 

When: Saturday, April 11, 10-11:30 a.m. 

Where: UUCQC; 3707 Eastern Avenue, Davenport, Iowa 

Facilitator: Dr. Matt Weeks, Augustana College 

     Behavioral scientists are working to understand the role of implicit biases in our daily lives.  The term 

“implicit bias” refers to the fact that how we process information and think about others — based on race, eth-

nicity, gender, etc. — can have unintended effects on our decision-making and interactions with other people. 

Research is helping us tease apart implicit, unconscious biases from explicit, conscious biases and to under-

stand how implicit biases come about. This workshop will discuss the nature of implicit biases, how they seem 

to come about, and how they can be short-circuited. We’ll try to use numerous examples from a variety of so-

cial interactions to illustrate how these biases could take place and have their unintended consequences. 

     Matt Weeks, an Associate Professor of Psychology at Augustana College, has a doctorate in experimental 

psychology with an emphasis in social psychology. His research interests focus on the study of social cogni-

tion, with particular interests in stereotyping and prejudice phenomena as well the psychology of religion. Matt 

recently moved to the Quad Cities from Shreveport, LA, with his wife, Kelly (an Associate Professor of Busi-

ness Administration at Augustana College), and their 2 sons. 

     The Fishscale Girl books are a series 

of picture books with photographs fea-

turing four small  dolls from the Amazon 

rainforest. 

    Stop by the Art Wall in April for a 

scavenger hunt to see how many items 

you can find in the featured photos. 

Coming in April to the  

Ann Hailey's Fishscale Girl — 

and  a  Scavenger Hunt!! 

Understanding and Controlling  
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Having a meeting with your Committee, Team, or Group? 

Please be sure to contact call the office at 563-359-0816 or email   

office@uucqc.org with your request so that it can be scheduled! 

UUCQC’s IN THE KNOW... 

 Our April meeting will be held 

on Wednesday, April 8 at 7 p.m. in the 

Lounge. We will discuss “Man for Himself” 

by Eric Fromm, available in the public library 

as well as in paperback and in Kindle. 

 For the meeting, RSVPs are not re-

quired, but appreciated. Contact the office 

at office@uucqc.org. Anyone who is on Face-

book is welcome to join the private Facebook 

group “Happy Human Book Club of the Quad 

Cities.” To join, send a Friend request to 

Karen Fowler. 

 The Happy Human Book Club offers 

the opportunity to discuss non-theist books 

and videos. Our meetings are held once a 

month, and usually last from 1 hour to 1½ 

hours. We are sending out an anonymous sur-

vey to see if a day/time change would allow 

more people to attend. If you are interested in 

attending several meetings, please take the 

survey once. The survey will be open 

through April 4. The survey results will be 

discussed to see if a change can be made. The 

survey can be found at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LXYLXQB 

         Limited copies of the poetry book “Soul Talk” and the new 

poetry book “Memory Trails” by Dave Coe are available for sale 

during Coffee Hour on Sunday’s at the UUCQC. All proceeds go to 

the UUCQC. Each book is $4 or both for $10.  

     You can also contact Dave at his e-mail address: 

coe_david@sbcglobal.net. 

WOW  

(a social gathering) 

April 7 at 5:30 p.m.  

Miss Mamie's  

3925 16th St  

Moline IL  

Everyone is welcome  

Call Sarah Smet  

309-781-1345  

for information. 

mailto:administrator@uucqc.org
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LXYLXQB
tel:309-781-1345
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Earth Day Concert 

U n i t a r i a n  U n i v e r s a l i s t  

Web page: www.UUCQC.org 

E-mail: communications@uucqc.org 

Facebook:  facebook.com/uucqc 

Childcare available upon request.  

Call the UUCQC office at  
563-359-0816 by Friday, April 24. 

Congregation of the Quad Cities 

Please join us April 26 for our 3rd Annual Earth Day Concert.   

Performances by UUCQC choir, chime choir, Saul Nache                                                  

Samantha Keehn, Adrienne Sumpter and more! 

This is a fundraiser for the UUCQC. 

Refreshments to follow concert 

A $10 per person free-will donation is suggested. 

 U U C Q C  

3 7 0 7  E a s t e r n  Av e  

D a v e n p o r t  

The corner of Eastern Ave  

and Kimberly Road 

S u n d a y,  A p r i l  2 6  

6  p.m.  


