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Mark your calendar

DECEMBER 2014
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2 WOW (a social

3

4

5 First Friday movie
night “Vanishing of
the Bees” page 9;
7 p.m.

6 Unwrapping
Christmas from the
Inside, page 10;
10 a.m.

gathering) page 14;

5:30 p.m.

7 Drum circle,
page 7;
6:30 p.m.

8

9

10

11

12

13 Transracial
adoption workshop,
page 5, 1-4 p.m.

14 Youth Christmas program,
page 4; 10 a.m.

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24 Traditional
Christmas Eve
Service, 6:30 p.m.

25

26

27

29

30

31

Solstice service,
6 p.m.
28

The mission of our Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities is
to create a vibrant, welcoming, diverse church family
which
embraces individual searches for meaning
and
devotes itself to community good.
Our vision is to be recognized in our community as a beacon on the hill— a vibrant,
welcoming, thriving church that:


Reaches out to members and community with a clear, concise, and inspiring
message about Unitarian Universalism and its Principles



Attracts and embraces people of diverse groups, ages and family types



Feeds the mind and spirit regardless of individual pathway



Supports social justice and social action initiatives in our congregation and
the greater community



Encourages responsibility for the earth and its creatures

December 2014 services at 10 & 11:15 a.m.
12/07/14:

Minister and staff
contact information
Rev. Jay Wolin, Minister
minister@uucqc.org
Sherri Pauli,
Congregational Administrator
administrator@uucqc.org
Sarah Moulton, Director of RE
re@uucqc.org
Becky Brooke, Assistant DYRE
beckynaka@msn.com
Sheila Doak, Director of Music
music@uucqc.org

Circle of Life

Rev. Jay Wolin

Our lives are full of transitions. From birth to death, with joys and sorrows, we all must
learn to live with transitions of one kind or another. Sometimes these transitions are of our
own choosing and sometimes they are thrust upon us. How do we as individuals, and as a
Congregation, care for each other as our lives are in flux. This service we will include a
Commitment Ceremony with our new Lay Pastoral Care Associates.
12/14/14: 10 a.m. A Charlie Brown Christmas — Youth Christmas Program
directed by Melissa Anderson Clark
11:15 Living with Hope

Rev. Jay Wolin

When the cold wind blows, and we enter the dark night of our soul, what is it that brings
you hope?
12/21/14: 10 a.m. It’s Beginning to look a like lot “The Holidays”
One service only

Rev. Jay Wolin

This time of year the marketing of Christmas seems to overwhelm other holiday traditions
from other religions and cultures. In this service we will explore other religious winter
holidays and as well hear from some our Congregants who find meaning in Earth Based
Traditions.
6 p.m. — Winter Solstice Service — Lucia Dryanski

Beth Paul,
Communications Coordinator
communications@uucqc.org

Winter Darkness — Soft and Still — Take time to observe the stillness that is the winter
solstice; join us around the fireplace for song, story & quiet. We'll have offerings from
several different congregation members, as well as the choir and Chalice Chimes.

Amanda Conger,
New Member Coordinator
membership@uucqc.org

12/24/14: 6 p.m. — Traditional Christmas Eve Service

Mary Raab, Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@uucqc.org
Jeff Danielson,
Custodian/Factotum
Child Care:
Amanda Peterlin, Amanda Jensen,
Trista Bernaur, & Julie Swanson
Office phone: 563-359-0816

BOARD MEMBERS
Chair
Vice Chair
Clerk
Treasurer
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
Trustee
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Lana Long
Allen Bertsche
Matthew Toland
Steve Burke
Beth Kundel Vogel
Judy Teeple
Marcy Doyle
John Dunsheath
Connie Ghinazzi

Rev. Jay Wolin

Please join us for our Celebration of this Traditional Holiday Service from our Christian
Sources. The evening will include singing, music, readings, a homily and some more singing. Let us rejoice!!
12/28/14: 10 a.m. Let Us Remember
Michael Wilcox
One service only
Join the Religious Services Team and others to reflect on the passing of notable individuals in 2014 that had an impact on their lives. Even though they may have died our memories of them and their legacy give us hope for tomorrow.

De cem be r Sun day Fo rum s at 10 a .m.
12/07/14: The Humanist Team Planning Meeting, Part II — After a successful brainstorming session on Nov. 9, we will take those ideas and form some plans that include
long-term and short-term goals, action steps and deadlines to reach those goals. We will
form a core group and sign up for leadership positions to make the team OFFICIAL! All
are welcomed!
12/14/14: TBA
12/21/14: No forum. Only one service.
12/28/14: No forum. Only one service.

Heart of the Minister – Braking in the Fast Lane – December 2014
When I am on long drives, I tend to get into a zone. I put the car on cruise control, put on a podcast of
NPR’s “On Being” with Krista Tippett, get behind a car that is going my speed and don’t worry too much if other
cars are passing me on the left. When things slow up in my lane, I will slow down, but I am not the type of person
who zips in and out to get home as fast as possible. However on my recent trip back from Chicago, the car in front
of me was going quite slow, and I was due back in Davenport at a specific time, so at the first chance I pulled out to
pass the car and those that were in front in it. After passing a couple of cars, I came upon a car in the passing lane
that was keeping pace with the cars in the right lane, but was not passing them. I want to point out that the car in
front of me was not even going the speed limit and there were no cars in front of it for as far as the eye could see. So
here I was driving in the fast lane, and I was forced to hit the brakes on my car.
In that instance when I hit the brakes, I have to admit that my years of mindfulness practice did not immediately
kick in. My inward voice was judging this other driver for driving so slowly in the passing lane. “NOT EVEN GOING
THE SPEED LIMIT” my inward voice screamed. But then, the mindfulness kicked in. I realized I had a choice. I could
have, as I might have earlier in my life, ridden the car’s bumper and honked my horn, forcing the issue, or worse creating
an accident. My other option which I chose was to show patience and restraint. I tried to imagine why they were driving
slowly. Perhaps they were new to this country and didn’t know our customs of driving etiquette that I was raised with.
Then I noticed it was raining, and wondered if they might have trouble with their car in the rain, and were trying to be safe
and imagining an infant in the back seat. I noticed as well there was not a place for them to safely get in the non passing
lane. I imagined a dozen reasons why they legitimately might have been going slow. Now those imaginings really didn’t
matter. I had to choose how I wanted to react emotionally. I chose patience and compassion. I chose compassion toward
the driver of the other car and compassion for myself.
Our Interfaith Thanksgiving Service this year had the title “Blessings on the Journey to Justice.” The general theme of the service, was that we have come a long way on our journey, but we still have a long way to go. I
think of this as well in regard to our Congregation and in implementation of our Mission and Vision. We have just
recently hired all the staff called for in our Strategic Plan. This is a major step in the life of this Congregation. Over
the next six months, we will be spending a significant amount of time training our staff and integrating them into the
fabric of our Community. I ask you to support them in their journey to help us. We have come a long way to get to
this point, but we still have a long way to go. I will remind myself and I ask you as well to choose the path of patience and compassion in our interactions as we move forward. Every now and then we should brake to reflect on
where we are. Each of us go at a different pace, and some of us are more cautious than others. Even so, we need to
keep moving forward. We have come too far to turn back in our work for justice and toward achieving our Congregational Vision and Mission.
Soon after I changed my attitude toward the other driver, an opening in
the non passing lane opened up and they moved over, and I was able to achieve
my goal and pass the long line of cars. I was back in the zone. Especially this
holiday season, when things don’t go exactly as planned, and you find yourself
impatient or annoyed with others, I invite you to take a step back and live with
patience and compassion.
with a grateful heart

Jay
Rev. Jay Wolin
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Religious education

Holiday Rehearsal Schedule
Final Rehearsal– Dec. 14 at 9 a.m.
Show – Dec. 14 – 10 a.m. Service only
Sarah Moulton, Director of RE
re@uucqc.org
Becky Brooke, Assistant DYRE
beckynaka@msn.com
Child Care:
Amanda Peterlin, Amanda
Jensen, Trista Bernaur, & Julie
Swanson

Please join us on
Saturday, Dec. 6 from
4 to 7 p.m. for our
annual Hanging of the
Greens. We will have
fun activities and
dinner for all ages.
There will even be a
visit from Santa Claus!
Please contact Sarah
or Becky if you have
any questions
or would like to
volunteer.
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Our Charlie Brown
Christmas Play has a great
cast that seems to already
be working well together!
The younger kids are having fun practicing singing
and in their cooperative
class. A big thank you to
Melissa Anderson-Clark
and Lorna Johnson for all
their hard work.

Stocking Stuffers and The Mitten
Tree have started. We are looking
for donations for the both programs. We have 92 stockings to fill
for the Humility of Mary Charity.
We are accepting new and gently
used hats, scarfs, and mittens for
The Mitten Tree.

Child Care Hours Sundays 9:45 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Religious Education Classes
Kids start in the church service at 10 a.m. on most Sundays. They go downstairs
after the first 15 minutes to begin class until the end of the church service.

Religious education

Youth Library

Sign up for the Transracial Adoption workshop by Dec. 9. Please RSVP
to Becky Brooke by emailing beckynaka@msn.com or calling 563-5050476. This is a free event, but registration is required. Child care is
available upon request.

Transracial adoption workshop

Sarah and Becky have
been working on putting together a library
on the stage in the Social Hall for children
and parents to check
out books. We are still
in the early stages but
are hoping to get it put
together soon. Katie
Reinhardt has helped
us find an online program to catalog the
books. Please let us
know if you have any
books that you would
like us to have in our
collection.

Saturday, Dec. 13, 1-4 p.m.
Megan Schwalm will lead the workshop by engaging you to explore three key issues in transracial parenting:
1. The importance of communities of color
2. White privilege and it’s impact on our children.
3. Using a bystander intervention to address microaggression.

Key Take Away Points Include:







5

We must teach our children what it means
to be ( and how to survive being) a person
of color in the U.S.
We must consciously work with communities of color.
What is “white privilege”, how does it impact our children, and how to talk to them
about it
How to address micro-aggressions using
bystander intervention strategies

Megan Schwalm works
as a Diversity Counselor and Trainer, who
provides training across
the country on diversity,
equity and inclusion,
bystander intervention,
and transracial adoption. She serves as a
adjunct Faculty at the
University of Iowa and
is a doctoral candidate
in the Educational Policy and Leadership
Studies, has a Master
of Arts degree in Therapeutic Recreation, and
a Bachelors of Arts
degree in Women’s
Studies, all from the
University of Iowa.

We have 7 members on
our Lego Robotics team.
They will have their competition on Saturday,
Dec.13 at the Putnam.
They would love to have
you come cheer them on!
For more information
email Sarah Moulton at
re@uucqc.org.

Music

From Sheila Doak, Director of Music

Team members
Sheila Doak,
Director of Music
music@uucqc.org
Matthew Toland,
Chime Choir Conductor
Saul Nache — Chair
Lawrence Allen
Rita Coyne

With two extra services coming up in December, Solstice
on Sunday, Dec. 21 and Christmas Eve on Wednesday, Dec. 24, now is the
time to get involved with the Music Program at UUCQC! Fill out the Music Team survey to indicate your preferences, or just email me at the new
address: music@uucqc.org. With a few stalwart musicians leaving for the
winter, we could definitely use more help in the vocal and chime
choirs! Instrumentalists, especially guitarists, are always welcome.
I would like to extend a special THANK YOU to Lorna Johnson
and Matthew Toland for their work with the Children's Choir and Chalice
Chimes, respectively. Their groups did a great job at the Union Thanksgiving service. I was so pleased to see the variety of ways and ages of people participating in music. There is great joy and comradery in participation in a musical ensemble. I know our vocal choir enjoyed having the extra support of Edwards Congregational choir joining with them. Wasn't
that fun? Let's do it again next year!

John DeGreve
Emily Smith
Gale Springer
Miryam Stone

Schedule
Choir practice
Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m.
Chime choir
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

Why we should be involved
in music at UUCQC
From Saul Nache,
Chair of the Music Team
As chair of the Music Team at
UUCQC, I want to send a friendly reminder of how much your participation in musical groups and events is appreciated and needed.
Those who are involved in our Chalice Chimes, Choir, and Youth
Choir find a sense of togetherness, new friends, and a joint accomplishment. This can also be true of providing a solo for the Sunday services.
When I was young and started playing piano and singing, it was
nice to provide a solo for church and to then receive words of encouragement from the church members. It made me feel special and wanted. Music
has always been a way to say numerous things without having to come up
with the words and music yourself, so please share your special talents
with us.
Please contact myself or Sheila if you would like to be part of our
music program at UUCQC. Feel free to talk to me after services or by
email at smnache@gmail.com.
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Spiritual practices & programs

Drum Circle to gather on
Sunday, Dec. 7at 6:30 p.m.
We are calling our UU Drum Circle together.

Team members
Thia Sadlek
Joe Maciejko
Alice Martin

It is open to all with a special invitation
to children and their parents.
Should you wish to use our babysitting service please call the office
at 563-359-0816 by noon on Friday, Dec. 5.

There will be a basket in the center of the circle in which to
place an offering of thanks for this beautiful space.

Meg Bolich
John DeGreve

Reminder: There are weekly opportunities
to participate in meditation
and spiritual sharing groups.
Mondays at 7 p.m. — Zen Meditation
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. — Mindfulness Meditation
Tuesdays at 6:45 p.m. — Spiritual conversation

Discussion Questions for the UUCQC Spiritual Conversation
Tuesday, Dec. 2 — 6:45-8 p.m. in the Community Room
We are entering the holiday season, comprised of celebrations from different traditions focused on ritual, reflection,
and renewal: Winter Solstice, Hanukah, Christmas, and Kwanzaa. Each of these celebrations share the ritual of
lighting candles, to signify even in the darkest of days, there remains a spark that will never go out. Each tradition’s
story brings us to reflect upon our lives, each tradition brings to us the hope of renewal, something being born that
gives us meaning and clarity in the surrounding darkness.
As you wait in anticipation through the upcoming days for the arrival of the celebration that resonates for you personally, reflect upon the following questions:
1. What has the experience of your holiday of choice been like for you in the past few years? Its frustrations; its joys.
2. Have you ever been changed, turned inside out, renewed or transformed through a holiday season, whether you
sought it or not?
3. What is it you wish to be born within you this season? How can you prepare to receive it?
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Earth–based Traditions Team

Announcing the start of the UUCQC
Earth-based Traditions Spirituality Team

Team members
Cindy Beal
Jan Galasti
Lana Long
Edward Mueller
Aubrey Ryan
Gale Springer

COVENANT
Support the group’s goal of
providing a safe environment for
individuals to practice and explore Earth-centered religions
 Accept the diversity of our
faiths and beliefs and right relations with ourselves and our community
 Preserve harmony and cooperation among participants
 Respect the democratic nature
of the group as outlined in the
procedures
 Promote a positive image of
earth centered spirituality and
uphold the good reputation of the
group in the Quad Cities community
 Be sensitive to each other’s
privacy and keep confidential in
what we say to others about our
experiences in the group
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PURPOSE: The purpose of the Earth-based Traditions Spirituality Team is to provide spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.
The Eight Holy Days or Sabbats will be celebrated on the closest Saturday of the
month to the exact date of the Sabbat except for the upcoming Winter Solstice
which will be celebrated on Sunday, Dec. 21.
Celebrations will normally include a potluck, activity and Ritual for the specific
Sabbat. There will also be four separate months that will contain a Discussion
Group for those who want to learn more about Earth-centered Spirituality. Stay
tuned for the exact dates and topic of each month.
The introduction of the Earth-based Team will be on Dec. 21 as some of us will
share the pulpit with Rev. Jay Wolin at the 10 a.m. service. The Winter Solstice
Celebration on Dec. 21 at the UU Congregation will start at 6 p.m. This is led by
Lucia Dryanski.
MISSION STATEMENT
We are a spiritual community of Earth centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.
VISION STATEMENT
 Encourage and support individual spiritual growth
 Open to all who are looking to celebrate spirit through earth centered practices
 Each member’s care and effort enlivens our community’s spiritual experience
 We are a close spiritual family, supporting each other with warmth, trustworthiness and
acceptance
 Administrative business is carried out in a simple & straightforward manner
GOALS [THREE YEAR GOALS]
Conduct ceremonial rituals honoring Earth-based Traditions that includes the Eight Holy
Days [Sabbots]
 Conduct educational discussion groups that includes an overview of Earth-based Traditions
 Develop a working budget for the Earth-based Traditions Spirituality Team
 Conduct fundraisers through a variety of events in the UU community and the community at-large
 Involve the youth in Earth-based celebrations that include the Earth’s Holy Days such as
Yule Log, Maypole, and May Day
 Design a Public Relations program to introduce individuals to the UU Earth-based Traditions Spirituality Team
 Integrate the Earth-based Traditions Spirituality Team into the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of the Quad-Cities


Social Justice Ministry

First Friday Film — Dec. 5, at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary

Team members
Kathryn Allen
— Green Sanctuary
Gary Anderson — Chair
LaDonna Anderson
— At Risk Youth
Angela Chenus — At Large
Marcy Doyle — Immigration
Elaine Kresse — At Large
Mona McCray — MIRED
Kriss Wells — Quad Cities
Interfaith Liaison
Mike Wilcox — At Large
Joyce Wiley — BGLQTIA Rights

Honeybees, a keystone species
vital to sustaining our ecosystem,
are mysteriously disappearing
across the planet, literally vanishing from their hives. Known as
Colon Collapse Disorder, this
phenomenon has brought beekeepers to a crises in an industry
responsible for producing apple,
broccoli, watermelon, onions,
cherries, almonds and hundreds
of other fruits and vegetables.
Commercial honeybee operations
pollinate crops that provide one
out of every three bites of food
on our tables. “Vanishing of the
Bees” follows two commercial
beekeepers as they strive to keep
their bees healthy and fulfill pollination contracts across the
U.S. The film explores the struggles they face as they plead their case on
Capital Hill and travel across the Pacific Ocean in the quest to protect their
honeybees. Running time is 55 minutes. Discussion afterward will be led by
Michael Wilcox.

Iowa UU Witness/Advocacy Network (IUUWAN) News
IUUWAN received tax exempt status from the IRS (our 501(c)(3) status was approved).
This means that all donations after May 4, 2014, qualify as tax deductible.
Now is the time to develop a relationship with your state senator and representative. Go to
iuuwan.com/page6.php scroll down and click on the link to see who represents you.

Issues that need statewide UU solidarity
— Updated anti-bullying law
— Immigrant advocacy — getting driver's
permits for undocumented immigrants
— Death with Dignity

— Stop the Bakken Oil
pipeline through Iowa
— Economic Justice
— Restorative and Racial Justice

Team leaders and team members are needed. We will be working with coalition partners like
ACLU, Interfaith Alliance, OneIowa and Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement.
You may go to our iuuwan.com website for more information on these issues. If you have
another issue you'd like to work on, please write Terry — we are here to help you make justice happen. Please contact TerryLeeLowman@gmail.com if you're interesting in working
for these justice issues. Or give him a call at 515-441-9844. Sign up for our emails either on
facebook.com/IUUWAN or on our website, iuuwan.com And, of course, you can “like” our
facebook page, too.
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Caring Team

Finding Meaning Through the Holiday Season

“Unwrapping Christmas from the Inside”
Team members
Caring Circle

10 a.m. to noon
Downstairs in the Social Hall

Joanne Maciejko
— Caring Circle Program co-chair
Sue Witte
— Caring Circle Program co-chair

Lay Pastoral Care
Associate Program
Lucia Auman
— Lay Pastoral Care Associates
Program co-chair
Alice Martin
— Lay Pastoral Care Associates
Program co-chair

Lay Pastoral Associates
Kathleen Carter
Shari Coe
Rita Coyne
Mike Drefchinski
Ken Hill
Barb Johnson
Joanne Maciejcko
Judy Teeple
Alice Traylor
Jerry Wala

Saturday, Dec. 6

Noon to 1 — bring a sack lunch if you would like to
stay for conversation.
We find ourselves celebrating the
Holiday Season during the darkest time of the year. This might
suggest to us that there is more
to be found in its celebrations
than joy, merriment and good
will. There is also sorrow, loneliness and disappointment. On Saturday, Dec. 6, we will explore this paradox, sharing our experiences, learning from each other
as we journey to meaning during this season of light in
the blessings of the darkness.

January 2015
monthly newsletter deadline:
Monday, Dec. 22

Silent Announcement
Deadlines:
THURSDAY, Dec. 4 at 9 A.M.
THURSDAY, Dec. 11 at 9 A.M.
THURSDAY, Dec. 18 at 9 A.M.
TUESDAY,
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Dec. 23 at 9 A.M.

Kanna Jensen
Kanna is from the south
of Japan and spent her early
years enjoying the ocean and
nature. After college, she primarily worked as a substitute
teacher before coming to the
U.S. in 2002. She have three
wonderful children and has
been a stay-at-home mom for
the past 9 years.
Just recently, Kanna
has gone back to work part time
as a fitness instructor. She enjoys dancing and spent her
childhood learning traditional
Japanese dance from her
mother who is an instructor. Kanna also likes photography, running events, and good
coffee.

Matt Jensen
Matt was born and raised in Austin, Minn. After
graduating from Luther college he spent 3 years in Japan as
an English teacher assistant and the last year coordinating
cultural events and doing interpreting/translating in a small
town (which just happened to be Kanna's hometown).
After moving back to the U.S., Matt worked at

The Golf Channel in Orlando, Fla., as a production assistant for Japanese on-air commentators. After completing
his M.A. in Finance, a career change in Finance/
Accounting at John Deere brought the family to the QuadCities in 2007. Some of Matt’s hobbies include golf,
trumpet, tabletop games (board games), and travelling
with the family.

Terrance Ettinger
Terrance lived in Alaska and Wyoming before coming here in May of this year. He has been a technical instructor at a a computer center. We’ve seenTerrance sing on Sunday mornings in the choir and in solos and heard his full,
commanding voice. Terrance would like to share his talents of music performance with children and youth of UUCQC.

Joseli Walter
Joseli hails from Michigan and has worked as a veterinary assistance at the former White Veterinary
Clinic in Davenport. She would share her insight and knowledge of blindness and disabilities as well as service
dog issues to UUCQC. Joseli especially enjoys crafting and sculpting as well as her service dog, King.
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Julie Kelemen
Julie moved to the Quad-Cities from Rice
Lake, Wis., in July. In Rice Lake she belonged to Blue
Hills UU Fellowship. She formally became a Unitarian in the spring.
Born in St. Louis, Mo., she's also lived in
Worcester, Mass.; Ibadan, Nigeria; Kalamazoo, Mich.;
and Newark, Del. She lives with her spouse, Toby
Paone, and 19-year-old son, Kelemen “Kelly” Paone,
in east Davenport.
Most of her career Julie has worked as an editor, writer, book author, journalist and photographer.
She also taught college English. Julie now works parttime for Lifetouch Photography and Augustana College’s art department; however she seeks work in her
field — the media. If anyone has leads, please tell her!
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Heather Devore
Heather was born and raised in Knoxville,
Iowa. After graduating from Iowa State University,
Heather lived in Minneapolis and Chicago before
moving to the Quad-Cities eight years ago.
Heather works at a senior living community
and enjoys working with the elderly and Alzheimer
patients.
Heather has two wonderful children, Sienna,
who is nine and Jesse who is four. She has been attending the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the
Quad Cities during the last several years and is excited
to become a member.

Sherri Pauli — Administrator
Sherri comes to us with several years of working in the nonprofit field. Her experience
covers 20+ years, as well as holding several roles as a volunteer for many organizations
within the Quad-Cities area. She attended St Ambrose University, for both her Undergraduate, BA-Political Science, MBA-Finance. Sherri resides in Bettendorf, has one
daughter (Clarissa) and one grandson (Carter) who has captured the spotlight in her life.
When not working she enjoys yoga, swimming, and promoting/pursuing a healthy living
lifestyle while volunteering as a Consultant for LiveFit with Lupus Foundation.
Email: administrator@uucqc.org

Jeremy Campbell — Office Assistant & Hospitality Coordinator
Jeremy grew up in Bettendorf and graduated from Bettendorf High School just before the
turn of the millennium. He accepted both a baseball and an art scholarship from Augustana where he spent his first year of college. He eventually ended up at the University of
Iowa where he studied Filmmaking. Jeremy now spends his free time writing, watching
films and TV shows, reading & exercising. He hopes to someday become a successful published author and return to school to obtain both a master’s degree in Writing and a Doctorate. His long-term goal is to teach at the college level.
Email: office@uucqc.org

Beth Paul — Communications coordinator
Beth has been working in the WQAD and Dispatch
Publishing newsrooms since graduating from St.
Ambrose University with degrees in Journalism and
Radio/TV. She has recently started working toward her
master’s degree in Library and Information Sciences.
In her spare time, Beth enjoys reading, bicycling and
traveling with her husband of 10 years, Josh.
Email: communications@uuqcq.org

Amanda Conger —
New member coordinator
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Mary Raab —
Bookkeeper

Amanda is a married mother of two daughters and recent
graduate of Augustana College, where she majored in
Religion. She was born and raised in the Quad-Cities and
looks forward to serving the community in the position as
New Member Coordinator for the UUCQC. Studying and
experiencing a variety of beliefs and practices is something Amanda has been passionate about for as long as
she can remember. Amanda is excited to be continuing
her quest for knowledge at the UUCQC, and looking
forward to getting to know you all!

Mary and her family relocated
to the Quad Cities from the
New York metro area 7 years
ago and immediately embraced
the Midwestern way of
life. Mary enjoys traveling,
reading, and spending family
time with her husband Stephan,
twin daughters Olivia and
Julianne, and two Russian Blue
cats.

Email: membership@uucqc.org

Email: bookkeeper@uucqc.org

UUCQC’s IN THE KNOW...
Having a meeting with your Committee, Team, or Group?
Please be sure to contact call the office at 563-359-0816 or email
office@uucqc.org with your request so that it can be scheduled!

WOW
(a social gathering)
Tuesday, Dec. 2, 5:30 pm
Trattoria Tiramisu
1804 State St.
Bettendorf, Iowa
Everyone is welcome.
Call Sarah Smet 309-781-1345
for information

Coffee and Conversation has produced the worthwhile result of writing a
project: Friends of Reproductive Justice and scheduled one more meeting. We will meet on Saturday, Jan. 10 at 10 a.m. in the church lounge for yet
another Coffee and Conversation. This one will be a conversation with community advocates that will help us decide on the short and long term goals on
the project.
Our definition: At UUCQC, reproductive justice means that we will work
for the social, spiritual, economic, and political means for all people to
experience the sacred gift of sexuality with health and wholeness.
If you are an advocate for Reproductive Justice and would like to sign onto
this project here at UUCQC, we welcome you to call Elaine Kresse at
563-320-3325 or email elainekresse@yahoo.com and ask for a copy of the
preliminary project.
Those who have agreed to sign on will hopefully meet in early December to
discuss the draft project and plan in more detail for Jan. 10. Please tell Elaine
Kresse or Margaret Farrar if you would like to "sign on" to this project. For
those who may be unaware the process for a social justice project to move
forward at UUCQC is for at least 5 people to sign on to a project that they
believe is needed in UUCQC and the community.
In the case of Reproductive Justice, it is a 4 year study by the Unitarian Universalist Association. A statement on this issue will be voted on this summer
in Portland, Oregon, at the General Assembly.

November

December

You surely noticed and enjoyed
the creative, colorful works of
Jimmy Brooke on our Art Wall.
He is a 1st grader at Eisenhower
School in Davenport. His mom,
Becky, says “ Jimmy enjoys
creating art because it makes
him happy.”
A wonderful concept.

Becky Brooke, in Religious Education,
came across a book at the Figge Museum
called The Best Part of Me. It is a great
book that a photographer made after having an interest in how kids regard their
bodies. She shared it with the Youth Religious Team and they decided it would be
a great project to have are youth do to
build their positive body images. In this
project the children pick there favorite
part of their body and take a picture of it
and then write why they choose that part.
In the book the youth pick their eyes,
hands, hair, feet, teeth, back, etc. We hope
you get a chance to stop by
the Art Wall and check out our project
The Best Part of Me.

 If you have a desire to have your art work on our wall in 2015,
please let me know, and we can schedule a month for your exhibit.

Thank you, Judie Lance
Phone: 563-355-7240; Email: rlance14@mchsi.com
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