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“A Welcoming Congregation” ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

The mission of our Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the  Quad Cities is  
to create a vibrant, welcoming, diverse church family 

which  
embraces individual searches for meaning 

and  
devotes itself to community good. 

 
Our vision is to be recognized in our community as a beacon on the hill— a vibrant,   

welcoming, thriving church that: 

   Reaches out to members and community with a clear, concise, and inspiring    

message about Unitarian Universalism and its Principles 

   Attracts and embraces people of diverse groups, ages and family types 

   Feeds the mind and spirit regardless of individual pathway 

   Supports social justice and social action initiatives in our congregation and  

     the greater community  

   Encourages responsibility for the earth and its creatures 

Chair              Lana Long 

Vice Chair      Allen Bertsche 

Clerk              Matthew Toland 

Treasurer       Steve Burke 

Trustee           Beth Kundel Vogel 

Trustee           Judy Teeple 

Trustee           Marcy Doyle 

Trustee           John Dunsheath 

Trustee           Connie Ghinazzi 

           

BOARD MEMBERS 

September 2014  

Newsletter deadline: 

Monday, August 25th, 

2014   

 

Silent Announcement  

          Deadlines: 
THURSDAY,  JULY 31 AT 9 A.M. 

THURSDAY,  AUG 7 AT 9 A.M. 

THURSDAY,  AUG 14 AT 9 A.M. 

THURSDAY,  AUG 21 AT 9 A.M. 

THURSDAY,  AUG 28 AT 9 A.M. 

Minister and Staff                     Contact information 

Rev. Jay Wolin, Minister…………………………minister.uu@mediacombb.net  

Sarah Moulton, Director of RE………………………...redirectoruu@gmail.com   

Becky Brooke,  Substitute Assistant DYRE 

Stephanie Lannoo, Office Manager…………………………..qcuu@mchsi.com   

Sheila Doak, Director of Music………...…musicdirector.uu@mediacombb.net  

Jeff Danielson, Custodian/Factotum 

Child Care: 

Amanda Peterlin, Amanda Jensen, Trista Bernaur, & Julie Swanson  
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    August 2014 Sunday Services 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
August 3rd After the Ecstasy, the Laundry Rev. Jay Wolin 
Creativity and the Arts have always been an important part of my life.  They are a vehicles to widen my horizons, expand my 
vision and explore my emotions.  I will share how Creativity and the Arts have affected my life, and how I have tried to 
bring creativity into my day to day life.  
 
August 10th  Sports and Religion Rev. Jay Wolin 
Our nation seems to be captivated by sports. Are sports the new religion of America?  I will explore some of the similarities 
and differences between religion and sports.  I will share what I think religion can learn from sports as well as the limitations 
and deficiencies of sports compared to religion in America. 
 
August 17th Love Has No Borders 
Sometimes there are events in our country that make me stop and take stock about what our values are.  The recent stories 
of children from Central America being locked up in prisons in Texas and many of the negative reactions towards those 
children is such an event. How do these events reflect our religious values?  How do our religious values call us to respond 
to these events? 
 
August 24th      Ecology Is the New Theology      Michael Dowd and Connie Barlow   
Religion, Dowd claims, has always been about helping people collectively to live in "right relationship to reality." Given 
today's science-based knowledge and the magnitude of humanity's challenges, ecology is necessarily the new theology and 
the interdisciplinary study of "big history" is the new Genesis. Those who fail to understand that evidence is modern-day 
scripture, and that the world we live in is an honorable world, betray the future in the most egregious of ways.  Rev. Michael 
Dowd is the author of the bestselling, bridge-building book, Thank God for Evolution, which was endorsed by six Nobel 
laureates and other science luminaries, and by religious leaders across the spectrum.   
 
August 31st Underdogs 
What is it that drives someone to take up a cause that seems unwinnable? Why do we as nation often root for the underdog 
to win?  I will look at some historical underdogs and examine what traits and experiences leads to victory or defeat.  

Child Care Hours  

Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Religious Education Classes  

Kids start in the church service at 11 a.m. on most Sundays. They are sung downstairs after the first 15 minutes to begin class until 

the end of the church service. 

 
EXPLORING THE SACRED IN EVERYDAY LIFE 
 
The Spiritual Practices & Programs Team and the Adult Religious Education Team are excited to invite you to 
participate in a new program this summer on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in the Lounge.   All adults aged 
16+ are welcome!  Bring a friend and come as often as you like; no registration is required. 
Each Sunday for 12 weeks, a group facilitator will present a spiritual, religious, moral and/or ethical quality our 
Unitarian Universalist faith encourages us to live every day.  Short videos and readings about the quality will be 
shared to stimulate reflective conversations in smaller groups.  We will have the opportunity to share our personal 
experiences of the quality, our thoughts and feelings about the quality, and how we might, individually and as a 
community, intentionally express/practice the quality more in our everyday lives. 
 
8/3  Vision               Joe Maciejko 
8/10  Kindness  Joe Maciejko 
8/17  Shadow  Alice Martin 



 

 

Heart of the Minister Summer Dreaming and Doings 

 

It has been a busy summer.  I attended Ministry Days (Minister Continuing Education) and our Unitarian  

Universalist General Assembly in Providence Rhode Island.   At General Assembly I was honored to  

participate in the opening worship as a storyteller.  Throughout the week in Providence, I was able to  

experience wonderful worship with dynamic music.  I attended many workshops trying to stay informed of the 

latest thinking about Congregational Practices.  I tried to focus my workshop attendance on the areas of  

Congregations and Beyond and Social Justice issues our Congregation is working on.  Congregations and  

Beyond is a vision by Unitarian Universalist Association President Peter Morales that asks us to connect our 

religion beyond our building into the larger community.  My goal was to learn more about this vision, and to 

see how it could be applied in the context of our Congregation. For more information on Congregations and 

Beyond go to http://www.uua.org/vision/beyond 

 

After General Assembly, I spent some intentional time with my family.  I first visited my father in the 

suburbs of Houston, Texas where he lives in a Recreational Vehicle Assisted Living Facility.  After that brief 

trip, our family travelled to Orlando, Florida where I officiated at the wedding of my oldest son, William at my 

Home Congregation, The First Unitarian Church of Orlando.  It was a special day for me, being able to  

participate in his wedding. 

 

Subsequent to my return from Orlando, I have been reflecting, reading and writing as I dream about 

what opportunities are ahead for us as a Congregation.  We have started the recruiting process for our new 

staff.  I look forward to being able to report more details to you next month.  Other programs that had already 

been in the works will be coming to fruition over the next two months. The Spiritual Practices and Program 

Team and The Green Sanctuary Project are working together to sponsor and host Michael Dowd, one of the 

leading thinkers on Evolutionary Spirituality. His program and service will focus on the Theology of Climate 

Change.  In September, the LGBTQIA Project is sponsoring a visit by Unitarian Universalist Minister Mark 

Kiyimba from Uganda.  I have been busy working on my service schedule for the upcoming year.  I plan to 

have to two sermon series throughout the year.  One series will be on Christianity and the other will be on  

Science and Religion. 

 

It is my hope with our new staff in the upcoming year I will be able to spend more time in a leadership 

role related to Community Social Justice Issues. During the last two weeks, I could not completely sit still  

reflecting, and needed to act.  I have been meeting with local clergy to formulate a response to support Mayor 

Gluba’s Caring Communities Initiative to help the refugee children who are jailed in Texas.  I dream of a 

world where all children can have the opportunity to achieve their full potential.  I dream about what impact 

our Congregation can have in shaping the values of our Community. I dream about how the Unitarian  

Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities can deepen our Members spiritual lives. I am working to make 

those dreams come true. 

 

What have you been dreaming about and doing this summer?   

I look forward to returning this week and hearing from you!! 

 

with a grateful heart 

 

Jay 

Rev. Jay Wolin 

http://www.uua.org/vision/beyond


 

 

Two Service Schedule 

 

This past year we have had numerous and meaningful discussions about the schedule of our two  

services.  I spoke with many of you individually.  I met with all the Sunday morning program teams.  I 

led three town hall meetings.  The Religious Services Team offered a Congregational Wide Survey. 

Of course, I know many of you have spoken amongst yourselves about it.  

  

First, I want to go back to why we want to have two services.  After my first six months in Davenport, 

the sanctuary was near full on Sunday mornings. We had chairs blocking the fire exit rows. We were 

trying to squeeze people together and there was hardly room to roll a walker or wheelchair down or 

through the aisles.  Average adult attendance for the period September through May had risen from 99 

to 125 during my first year.  The Board created a Second Service Task Force to explore the idea of 

two services with the hope of making more room in the sanctuary and increasing attendance.   

 

 After extensive discussions and discernment with the Congregation, and after multiple  

revisions based on Congregational feedback, we agreed on the following schedule for 2012-2013 

 

  9:00   First Service 

10:00   Coffee hour 

10:15   Forum  

11:15   Second Service with Words For All Ages 

11:30 Children’s Religious education 

12:15   Coffee 

 

Overall adult attendance from September to May in 2012-2013 went up from 125 to 131, but the early 

service did not gain traction.  The 11:15 service averaged 97 adults.  The 9:00 am service averaged 34 

adults  

throughout the year, but it had been slowly declining throughout the year.  Although it had a small 

core group of attendees, the last few months averaged 30 attendees, many of which included board 

members, choir  

members, and those just wishing to support two services.  We thought the best course of action was to 

try to come up with a schedule that would try to balance out the attendance at both services so each 

service would have a strong base of attendance to grow from.  After talking a survey of parents, we 

found they  

overwhelmingly preferred to attend at 10am.  We also found very few people attended the 10am  

coffee hour. We reasoned that most people who had attended the second service the previous year 

came to coffee hour as well, so an additional fifteen minutes would not make that much a difference 

starting at 11:30.  

 

Based on that information, we implemented the following schedule in 2013-2014 

10:00   First service with Words For All Ages  

10:15  Children’s Religious Education program 

10:00  Forum 

11:00   Coffee Time 

11:30    Second Service 

12:30   Coffee time 

           (Continued on next page) 



 

 

 

Although we did achieve the goal of having a better balance of attendance between the services,  

overall attendance dropped this past year from September to May from 131 to 112.  The first service 

average attendance was 70 and the second service attendance was 42.  However our goal was to  

increase overall attendance and we did not achieve that, so we knew we needed to go back to the 

drawing board.  

 

From the first two years experiences, conversations this year, and from our survey, we learned some  

key facts. The large majority of people do not want to start before 10am.  The Forum, as well strongly 

preferred the 10am time slot. We also know that the large majority of people do not want to end after 

12pm. Based on our discernment of this input, the most widely agreed upon schedule for the 2014-

2015 year is the following 

 

10:00   First service with Words For All Ages  

10:15  Children’s Religious Education program 

10:00  Forum 

11:00   Coffee Time 

11:15    Second Service (45 minute service) 

12:00   Coffee time 

 

Having the second service last only 45 minutes was raised as an idea to enable the service to end by 

noon.  In lieu of Words For All Ages, during the second service last year I had included poetry, videos 

and time for sharing.  This would save approximately 10 minutes.  Two  ideas raised  to save  

additional time were to have the spotlight done prior to the start of service and to eliminate the time 

spent greeting your neighbor.  There are many people who both enjoy and dislike each of these  

liturgical elements.  We can experiment with restructuring elements and receive feedback from  

members early in the year and adapt throughout the year..   

 

In our discussions this past year, a few of you have suggested we go back to one service.  I understand 

the desire to bring us back to the status quo. But whenever there is change, there is bound to be  

disruption of the status quo.  It is clear we didn’t previously have the right formula for the service 

times, but I still believe that having two services is a key to help us achieve our vision and mission as 

a Congregation. I ask each one of you to support your Congregation with your attendance.  Give us a 

chance to reach our potential. We cannot do this without your support. As always,  I look forward to 

your feedback and your continued participation in our services. 

 

with a grateful heart, 

 

Rev. Jay Wolin 



 

 

UUCQC’s IN THE KNOW... 

Social Justice Project = HOPE PHONES 

 

You can donate your old cell phones to the Hope Phone Project.  There is a box in the foyer to 

drop your phone(s) into.  Look around your house.  You may be surprised how many you might 

have! 

The Hope Phone Project (started in 2009) collects phones and clears information from the  

donated phones.  The phones are then used for the Medic Mobile Project in eleven countries 

where people living far from medical services can contact medical personnel. 

This project also will reduce hazardous waste right here in our own community. 

Check out the website for more information: hopephones.org/about/ 

Pass The Plate for August 2014 

Quad Cities Interfaith  

Selected by the UUCQC Social Justice  Team 

 

Quad Cities Interfaith works with local  

congregations and community organizations on  

issues that they care about. 

QCI strengthens congregations, develops local  

leadership and works to affect positive change in 

our community. 

QCI works to create strong congregations and 

strong communities through: 

1. Intentional and intensive relationship-building 

2. Developing and involving lay leadership 

3. Effectively impacting the public area 

 

Regardless of the specific issues addressed --   

immigration, predatory lending, education,  

economic development, youth leadership  

development, health care -- the goal is to use the 

gifts of our people and the resources of our faith to 

rebuild community and shape a society that is more 

respectful of the life, dignity and rights of each 

person. 

Long time member, Martha Harris, passed away on Sunday, July 13th, 2014 at Plymouth Place in LaGrange, 
IL.   A memorial service  will be held on September 20th at UUCQC at 2 p.m. 

Having a meeting with your Committee, Team, or Group? 

Please be sure to contact Stephanie, at qcuu@mchsi.com OR by phone 

at 563-359-0816, with your request so that it can be scheduled! 



 

 

MORE TO KNOW... 

Religious Education Programming 2014-15 
Spirit of Adventure 

This year we are excited to offer a new approach to UU curricula with 
“Spirit of Adventure” by Kate Tweedie Erslev.  It uses unique themes 

such as sports, medicine, food, science, building, exploring, the web of 
life, and various holidays as ways to discover the people and values of 

our UU faith. 

 

All-Church Campout August 22-24 

Sugar Bottom Campground, near Coralville 

Spots are limited so sign up now with  

Brenda Peters or Sarah Moulton! 

UUCQC’s 5th Annual Blood Drive 
Will be held on Saturday, September 13, 2014 from 8a.m. – 11 a.m.  
To be eligible for our blood drive donors should not give blood after July 19th.  
For more information, or to schedule an appointment, please contact Gale Springer 309-269-6730 or via email: 
springer.gale@yahoo.com  

WELCOME TEAM   NEWS 

 

The hospitality teams have been reorganized for next year. All the members of the church have been chosen by the team leaders to 

be on the new teams. The teams are responsible for hospitality duties 3 times a year. The teams are also a way to get to know others 

in the congregation as most of them will be having social get-togethers throughout the year. 

 

Friends and Visitors - we welcome you to join one of the teams. Please call me or see me at church if you would like to be added to 

a team. 

 

All members should be hearing from your team leader in the next month. 

 

Melanie Landa 

563-320-6106 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=XdHAa7d0toSdSM&tbnid=R99iW7VgAaWQQM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://crossroadscc.squarespace.com/activity4/&ei=mk7RU9-iGcHcoAStlYHgBg&psig=AFQjCNGmVvy-1_gQ11wu5TpaGz8h5V_uaw&ust=14
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Drum Circle to gather on Sunday, August 3rd at 6:30 p.m. 
 

In July we launched the first Sunday Drum Circle at UUCQC with a beautiful support of more than 30 folks.   

The variety of drummers and drummings was noticeable, welcomed  and appreciated.  This all signaled a 

green light to continue.  

 So with that being said we will be calling our second UU Drum Circle together on Sunday, August 3rd at 

6:30 outside on the patio if conditions allow.   

Otherwise you will find us gathering in the sanctuary. 

 

Items you might want to bring if you are planning to join us: 

 

Lawn chair 

Sound instrument (s) 

Bug spray 

Snack to share 

 

There will be extras of everything listed so these are suggestions only. 
 

It is open to all with a special invitation to children and their parents. 
Should you wish to use our babysitting service  

please call the office at 563.359.0816 by noon on August 1st 

 

sponsored by  

the Spiritual Practices and Programs Team of the congregation 

The Drum Circle Team 
Jennie, Grant, Ed, Meg 



 

 



 

 

             Camp UU 2014  

   Our Principles Are Magical 

    Sunday Mornings at 11am   
Join us for CAMP UU on Sunday mornings!  This summer 

we’ll creatively learn about our principles and their  

meanings through MAGIC!  To do this we’ll be using a Harry 

Potter theme throughout the camp.  Each child will be put 

into a “House” with children of their age and a Prefect, or 

leader, to help guide them with their activities.  We hope that children open their  

imaginations to learn about traits such as loyalty, trust, friendship, leadership,  

problem-solving, working for the common good and other life skills. Children are also 

learning how to respect each other and how to handle conflict peacefully.  Throughout 

the camp “Galleons”, or tokens, will be distributed for participation and good behavior 

and at the end of the summer we’ll have a celebration where the kids can use these 

“Galleons” to purchase fun items and sweets at our pretend trip to Hogsmead  

(a market-place in the Harry Potter series). 

Aug  3 Divination, Astrology 
 10 Care of Magical Creatures – Bring a pet to church! 
 17 Tri-Culture, Tri-Wizard Tournament 
 24 Church Camp Out at Sugar Bottom Campgrounds 
 31 Celebration Sunday, Hogsmeade Trip – Bring bathing suits! 

The Adoption Families Group provides support and education for adoptees,  

siblings of adoptees, people interested in adoption and parents of adoptees.   

For more information or to find out when the next meeting is, contact Becky 

Brooke: beckynaka@msn.com 

Our Whole Lives (OWL) 
Levels K-3, 4-6 & 7-9 

Offered this fall in addition to regular programming on Sunday morning. 

OWL is a values-based sexuality program that helps participants make informed and  

responsible decicions about their sexual health and behavior. Grounded in a holistic view of 

sexuality, OWL provides not only facts about anatomy and human development, but helps 

participants to clarify their values, build interpersonal skills & understand the spiritual, emotional & social  

aspects of sexuality.  Instructors have gone through special UUA training. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZnbbF6ZlXi1EKM&tbnid=_O_l6oRTaiT2cM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.imvu.com/groups/category/Community/list?limit=10,sort=whitelist,sort_order=desc,start=30&ei=gM0WUqPPIeWe2wXtz


 

 

The Happy Human Book Club  

 
The July meeting was cancelled, so we will conduct our discussion of the first quarter 

of "Freedom Evolves" by Dennett on August 13 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

RSVPs not required, but appreciated. Karen Fowler's contact information is in 

the  directory, or contact Stephanie at qcuu@mchsi.com. Anyone who is on FaceBook 

is welcome to join the FaceBook group "Happy Human Book Club of the Quad Cities." To join, contact 

Karen Fowler. 

How Music Inspires Me 
  
Music – this one simple word brings to mind so many things for me. It is so hard to put into words what 
it has meant. When I was younger and moving from place to place it was one of the anchors of my life. 
No matter where we lived – the Philippines Virginia, Louisiana, Scotland, California, Wisconsin - there 
was always music that would suit my moods. It is a universal language. 
  
Throughout my life I have associated many milestones with music. One of my first memories is listening 
to Christmas music in the Philippines with our “Christmas tree”.  Then living in new Orleans in the 
early 1970’s and camping out in my dad’s office during a hurricane. All us kids from the base, dancing to 
Grand Funk Railroad, Tony Orlando, Diana Ross. Living in Scotland in the late 70’s and listening to the 
bagpipes during a local festival, and loving the colors and smells. The different accents and seeing a 
man in a skirt (Of course I found out quickly it’s called a kilt)  In 1986 – I was a senior in high school, I 
was home with the chicken pox . I was laying on the couch listening to my radio on the headphones, TV 
on, and reading a book (typical teenager). The song Smooth Operator by Sade was playing  and out of 
the corner of my eye something on the TV caught my attention – it was the Space Shuttle Challenger  
exploding. Every time I hear that song – I see that image in my head and I remember the feelings I had 
in that moment. We all have these kinds of moments. 
  
In high school I was in the choir and Madrigal and it meant a time of acceptance for me. I was a part of 
a group, a team. I was never a sport participating teenager, so this was my way of being a part of the 
team. More than that it was my way of getting the feelings inside of me out. I could put that emotion 
into singing. Now as an adult, music as grown with me. I have kids, I love singing to them and listening 
to them sing with me or to me or just break out in random song (that is my favorite). I have also joined 
the Chalice Chimes and find myself getting excited about creating music again.   
  
Music – it is everywhere. In films, on TV, in your car, at church, in the grocery store, walking down the 
street. It is more than that too. It is the birds singing, the crickets chirping, the wind blowing, the  
bonfire consuming the fuel it needs to live, the river, ever restless and flowing to find its way back to the 
ocean. It is the giggle from an unexpected source, it is the rumble of thunder on a cool summer  
morning. 
  
Music – it is the sound of living. 
  

Gale Springer 

mailto:qcuu@mchsi.com


 

 

Join us for our always wonderful  

(you do not have to be a member) 
Vegetarian/Vegan/Raw potluck 

Second Sunday of every month! 

 
 Sunday, August 10th, 2014 at 6pm.   

 

We'll meet at: 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation 

3707 Eastern Avenue 

Davenport, IA 

 

At our VEG potlucks we have plates, cups,  

silverware and serving utensils, but if you can bring any of those items for your own use, it 

greatly helps lighten the on-site cleaning. Thank you for your help. 

 

Remember to join us on facebook: http://www.facebook.com/groups/qcveg/ 

 

Hope to see everyone! 

ALL CHURCH POTLUCK GAME NIGHT AND MORE 
 
August 8th doors open at 5:30 for games and conversation.    
We will plan to eat at 6:30. 
 
Bring the kids, bring your friends, bring your own beverage or 
beverage to share. Bring your guitars and voices---just in case 
we break into song! 
 
If you bring your own table service, it will aid clean up. The 
church has grills if anyone wants to come early and get them  
going.   Molly Tiegland and Elaine Kresse will open the doors at 
5 PM  for the grillers.     
  
Elaine Kresse 
563-391-3455 
563-320-3325 

Would you like a break from the stove a few times a month?  Join 

the meal coop which meets once a month at the Hy-Vee on Devils 

Glen and Middle Rd. in Bettendorf.  Contact Sarah Moulton for 

more information:  redirectoruu@gmail.com 

WOW 

(a social gathering) 

August 5, 2014 at 5:30 PM 

Famous Dave's Barbecue 

1110 E. Kimberly Drive 

Davenport IA 

Everyone is welcome. 

For more info call Sarah 

Smet 309-781-3145 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/qcveg/
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SPECIAL EVENT:  BESTSELLING AUTHOR MICHAEL DOWD TO SPEAK ON  

EVOLUTIONARY THEOLOGY 

 

Bestselling author and evolutionary theologian Rev. Michael Dowd will present “The Future is Calling Us to 

Greatness” on Tuesday, August 26th at 7:30pm at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities, 

3707 Eastern Avenue in Davenport.   Rev. Dowd and his wife, Connie Barlow – an acclaimed science writer 

and gifted evolutionary educator— are travelling across the country accompanying the Great Climate March 

which will be arriving in Davenport that weekend.  They will also be presenting the worship service at the 

Unitarian Universalist church on Sunday, August 24th at 11:00am.  Both events are free and open to the  

public. 

  

Rev. Michael Dowd’s bridge-building book, Thank God for Evolution: How the Marriage of Science and  

Religion Will Transform Your Life and Our World, has been endorsed by six Nobel Prize-winning scientists, 

noted skeptics, and by religious leaders across the spectrum. Michael's 2012 TEDx talk, a program he  

delivered at the United Nations, and a New Hampshire Public Television documentary on his science-

honoring message have also been well-received.   Their work has been featured in The New York Times, LA 

Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Newsweek, Wired, Skeptic, Discover, and on CNN, ABC News, 

and Fox News. 

Since 2002 Connie Barlow and Michael Dowd have crisscrossed North America and have addressed more 

than 1,800 religious and secular groups, including more than 400 UU congregations, UU summer camps, and 

minister retreats.  They focus on meaningful and inspiring interpretations of big history, human nature, death, 

and climate change.  

  

"The Wonder of Evolution" was the cover story of the Spring 2006 issue of UU World -- the national  

magazine of the Unitarian Universalist Association.  The article featured the work of Connie Barlow and  

Michael Dowd in bringing a sacred understanding of evolution into UU circles, where it powerfully bridges 

the spiritual and philosophical diversity inherent in this liberal faith tradition.   In addition, Connie Barlow's 

1997 book, Green Space, Green Time: The Way of Science, was excerpted for the cover story of the Nov/Dec 

1998 UU World. 

  

Michael and Connie's passion is sharing the inspiring side of science in ways that offer practical tools for  

living and inspiration for taking personal and collective action regarding climate change.  The couple lives 

permanently on the road, teaching and preaching an awe-inspiring, inclusive, science-based message of hope 

and possibility in churches and living rooms as well as in public and private schools all across North America. 

  

Michael offers these words as a preview of his presentation "The Future Is Calling Us to Greatness": 

We each have experienced times of trouble that threaten to overwhelm our individual lives. In such 

times, a vision of possibility is essential. The same holds for the punctuations in history when whole 

societies face troubles of an immense and uncharted variety. Truly, we here and now have arrived at 

such a time. Humans, unwittingly, have become a planetary force. We are changing, irreversibly, the 

very climate of our world. Henceforth, any actions we take as individuals and societies will be done in 

the new light of climate change. What vision will carry us forward through such times and inspire us to 

work together? How shall we frame the need to shed our business-as-usual outlook on life and take on 

a new vision of possibility that can unite us as a species in joyful self-sacrifice and service? What vi-

sion will charge us with a sense of heroic purpose that the future is, indeed, calling us to greatness?  

  

  

For more information about Rev. Michael Dowd and Connie Barlow, visit http://www.thegreatstory.org/

who_we_are.html  

http://www.thegreatstory.org/who_we_are.html
http://www.thegreatstory.org/who_we_are.html


 

 


