
 

 

UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE QUAD CITIES 

3707 EASTERN AVE 

DAVENPORT IA 52807 

563-359-0816 
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“A Welcoming Congregation” ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

The mission of our Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the  Quad Cities is  
to create a vibrant, welcoming, diverse church family 

which  
embraces individual searches for meaning 

and  
devotes itself to community good. 

 
Our vision is to be recognized in our community as a beacon on the hill— a vibrant,   

welcoming, thriving church that: 

   Reaches out to members and community with a clear, concise, and inspiring    

message about Unitarian Universalism and its Principles 

   Attracts and embraces people of diverse groups, ages and family types 

   Feeds the mind and spirit regardless of individual pathway 

   Supports social justice and social action initiatives in our congregation and  

     the greater community  

   Encourages responsibility for the earth and its creatures 

Chair              Lana Long 

Vice Chair      Allen Bertsche 

Clerk              Matthew Toland 

Treasurer       Steve Burke 

Trustee           Beth Kundel Vogel 

Trustee           Judy Teeple 

Trustee           Marcy Doyle 

Trustee           John Dunsheath 

Trustee           Connie Ghinazzi 

           

BOARD MEMBERS 

December 2014  

deadline: 

Monday,  

November 24 

Silent Announcement  

          Deadlines: 
THURSDAY,  NOV 6 AT 9 A.M. 

THURSDAY,  NOV 13 AT 9 A.M. 

THURSDAY,  NOV 20 AT 9 A.M. 

WEDNESDAY,  NOV 26 AT 9 A.M. 

Minister and Staff                     Contact information 

Rev. Jay Wolin, Minister…………………………minister.uu@mediacombb.net 

Sherri Pauli, Congregational Administrator ………….administrator@uucqc.org 

Sarah Moulton, Director of RE………………………...redirectoruu@gmail.com   

Becky Brooke, Substitute Assistant DYRE 

Sheila Doak, Director of Music………...…musicdirector.uu@mediacombb.net  

Beth Paul, Communications Coordinator ………...communications@uucqc.org 

Jeff Danielson, Custodian/Factotum 

Child Care: 

Amanda Peterlin, Amanda Jensen, Trista Bernaur, & Julie Swanson  

mailto:minister.uu@mediacombb.net
mailto:musicdirector.uu@mediacombb.net


 

  

    SEPTEMBER 2014 Sunday Services 10:00 a.m. & 11:15 
 
11/02/14  Hallowed  Rev. Jay Wolin 
This time of year we find ourselves at the intersection of Christian, Earth Based, and Secular Holidays. How and 
why do they intersect, and what meaning can each one hold for us? 
 
11/09/14  Einstein’s Religion  Rev. Jay Wolin 
Albert Einstein is considered by many to be one of the greatest scientific minds that ever lived. Einstein also 
thought deeply about God and Religion. Einstein often said “God doesn’t play dice with the world.” How did 
Einstein’s religious views affect his scientific exploration and how did his science affect 
 
11/16/14 What I Am Thankful For Rev. Jay Wolin 
As we prepare for the Thanksgiving and Winter Holiday Season, I will share what I am thankful for in this world. 
I will explore why having a spiritual practice of gratefulness can be beneficial to our wellbeing. 
 
11/23/14   WHAT IF... 
  no one deserves punishment or reward? the present is all that matters? we are love? 
Lay worship leader, Thia Sadlek, and theatrical director, Tyson Danner, ask these questions in a new kind of 
worship experience. This morning’s sermon will be the world premiere of a play adapted from an award winning 
short film, featuring actors from the congregation and community. The creator and title of the film and play will 
be revealed during the service to allow for a novel experience of the play. 
BECAUSE THE PLAY CONTAINS BRIEF, GRAPHIC DIALOGUE ABOUT VIOLENCE, IT IS NOT 
RECOMMENDED FOR YOUTH 13 AND UNDER. 
 
11/23/14         Blessings on the Journey to Justice - Union Thanksgiving Service 

6 p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities 

Please join us for our 71st Annual Thanksgiving Service with  
Temple Emmanuel and Edwards Congregational UCC. 

 
11/30/14  Thanks & Giving   Dr. Allen Bertsche (10 a.m. only, no 11:15 a.m. service) 
As Thanksgiving Weekend winds down, we can step back from the table, ignore the calls to go shopping and 
spend an hour thinking about the values inherent in this secular, yet deeply spiritual holiday.  An attitude of 
thanks, of gratitude, and a life lived through giving, through selflessness are fundamental values at the heart of so 
many religious traditions that they simply should not be overlooked.  Join Allen Bertsche, of the Religious 
Services Team, on an exploration of the power of gratitude and the joy of selflessness, an exploration of Thanks 
and of Giving. 

Child Care Hours  

Sunday 9:45 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Religious Education Classes  

Children start in the church service at 10 a.m. on most Sundays.  

They are sung downstairs after the first 15 minutes to begin class until the end of the church service. 

 
SUNDAY FORUMS 10 A.M. 

 
11/2 :  Tony Singh: Hiking The Colorado Trail for the bees. 
11/9:  TBA 
11/16:  TBA 

11/23:  Katie Reinhardt, will be talking about her time living abroad  
 in Germany and her experiences and travels in Europe  



 

 

Heart of the Minister – What If We Didn’t Exist? – November 2014 
 

Members of our Stewardship Team recently attended a Stewardship Conference in Quincy, Illinois with 

leaders from other Congregations, led by a Congregational Consultant of the UUA MidAmerica Region. First I 

want to thank the team members for their commitment to the Congregation and always seeking to learn and im-

prove. One thing we found out from our time with other Congregations and the Consultant was that we are already 

using best practices in many of our Stewardship practices!! It is always nice to receive affirmation.  

 One of the questions the group was asked at the Conference was “What would happen if our doors were 

closed? How would the Quad Cities be affected?” There were many different answers, but first and foremost was 

the loss of our feeling of community with each other. The Quad Cities would be a less whole because we would be 

less whole, without our community.  

On a larger picture, there would be a loss of a voice for liberal religion, and specifically a loss of a religious 

voice for justice in the community. We do have a reputation as being willing to stand up for the oppressed in our 

community when no one else will. Without us, a voice of challenge would be silenced. Unitarian Theologian James 

Luther Adams said  

 

“The faith of a church is an adequate faith only when it inspires and enables people to give 

of their time and energy to shape the various institutions...of the common life. A faith in the  

commanding, sustaining transforming reality is one that tries to shape history.” 

 

If we do not share our vision and values with the world, and do not participate in the shaping of the larger commu-

nity, it will be left to others, whose vision and values are quite different than ours. As a Religious Community, we 

can have much more influence on the Community than any one person acting alone. 

Without us, the children in our community would not have the opportunity to have a liberal religious educa-

tion. The Mission of the Youth Religious Education Program is “to nurture and stimulate our children’s spiritual 

and personal growth and to teach and model the values that hold us together as Unitarian Universalists.” I think this 

is just as true for Adults as well as Children. I think religious education is one of the most important things we do as 

a Congregation. This will affect the future of our community and world for generations.  

Lastly (at least for this article), if we were not here, we would not have the opportunity to transform peo-

ple’s lives. We are a unique religion. We are a welcoming Congregation that also welcomes a plurality of theologi-

cal ideas and encourages all to search for meaning and truth in this life. We create a safe environment where all 

people can explore without judgment, on their religious and spiritual journey.  

The growth in the depth of our programming over the past few years is a testament to fact that we create an 

atmosphere where individuals can create their own ministry. Most new programs have been created, organized, and 

led by Congregants. I want to reiterate that we do not want to “grow for growth’s sake. ” We want to grow so we 

can transform the lives of more people and our larger community. So often I hear from newcomers to our Con-

gregation, “I have been looking for a Church like this my whole life” My hope is that everyone who is searching for 

someone like us has the opportunity to find us and be welcomed by us.  

I know that different people have different ideas of how to get things done. I also know that despite those 

differences, everyone here cares deeply about the Congregation. I am also ask-

ing everyone to care just as deeply about others who have not found their way 

here yet. We do not exist just for ourselves. We exist as well for all those who 

are looking for an inclusive, vibrant, diverse Church, as indicated in our Mis-

sion statement. 

 

 
with a grateful heart 

Jay 

Rev. Jay Wolin 



 

 

Pastoral Associates Program 

 

As part of our Pastoral Associates Program, there is a once a month meeting with all the Pastoral As-

sociates, as well as a monthly executive meeting with the team leaders. Often up for discussion is how 

to best to keep our program before the congregation, so that all may know that there is someone 

available when a caring heart, a helping hand, two ears to hear are needed. Our mission statement 

declares our intent: “Assist the pastor in extending care to the congregation, through one-to-one car-

ing and helping activities by trained lay members of the congregation to those who are in special 

need.” Since the beginning of our program over ten months ago, I have heard several questions asked 

by members of our congregation. “What exactly do the Pastoral Associates do? Who are they? How 

do I contact them if I have a need to?” To help answer these questions we are creating a space in the 

narthex that makes the answers easily accessed. There will be a table placed along the west wall lead-

ing to the entrance of the sanctuary. On it will be placed the Book of Joys and Sorrow that is written 

in by those who have a joy or sorrow to be shared during the service. There will also be half slips of 

paper upon which a request for a Pastoral Associate can be asked for, with a locked box in which the 

request may be placed. There will be brochures which give an overview of the program as well.  

Above the table will be photos of the Pastoral Associates currently serving.  In this way we hope to 

keep our presence before the congregation, and the awareness that whatever may be occurring in an 

individual’s life, there is someone there who will share the journey. 

 

We are excited at the addition of two Pastoral Associates to the program. Ken Hill and Barb Thomp-

son have completed their training and will be commissioned on Sunday, Dec. 7.  We are grateful for 

the commitment by Barb and Ken to be a part of the program.  When you see them, let them know 

you are too. 

 

Alice Martin, Pastoral Associates Coordinator 

Finding Meaning Through the Holidays 

 

The Pastoral Associates are offering a time of sharing on December 6, Saturday from  

10:00 to 12:00 on finding meaning through the holidays.  

 

We are fast approaching the holiday season in December that has within it the celebrations of Hanuk-

kah and Christmas.  These two religious festivals take over the month of December, with joyful songs, 

gift exchanges, lights, gaiety, gatherings with family and friends and holiday food.  Emotions are 

heightened, hope abounds, Santa Claus is coming to town.   

 

Beneath all the glitter there is another side to the holiday season that is rich in meaning we often 

leave untouched. It is this side of the celebrations we will investigate together to unwrap the inner 

gifts of the holidays. There we will find quietude beneath the noise, sorrow amidst the joy, meaning 

beneath the hoopla. We will share as well different traditions each have formed over the years that 

brings the gifts of the holiday season to give birth within us. 

 

For those who would like, bring a sack lunch and your own drink for further conversation between 

12:00 and 1:00. 

  

Alice Martin- Pastoral Associate Coordinator 



 

 

71st Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 

Sunday, November 23, 6 p.m. 

Edwards Congregational UCC, Temple Emanuel,  

and the Unitarian Universalist Congregation  

of the Quad Cities 

Let’s Celebrate Thanksgiving, by Celebrating our 

“Blessings on the Journey to Justice” 

With stories, readings, and music. 

Free Childcare provided 

Please join us HERE at UUCQC to carry on this wonderful tradition!!  

News from the Endowment Committee 
 

For the past year the Endowment Committee has been looking at investment options for the Congregation.  Information about vari-

ous possibilities was available at a town hall meeting in October and discussed with the UUCQC Board October 17. On Saturday 

October 25,2014, The Endowment Committee decided to move our fund to the Unitarian Universalist Common Endowment Fund 

(UUCEF). 

 

In June 2014, the UUA General Assembly approved a resolution designed to align its investments with UU principles.  You can find 

information about this resolution at http://www.uua.org/news/pressroom/pressreleases/296102.shtml 

 

 As a result of the passed resolution, the UUCEF will: 
 1. stop purchasing CT200 securities (CT200 companies control the largest shares of fossil fuel reserves  
 among publicly traded companies).  
 2. will divest itself completely of CT200 companies  in 5 years. 
 3. reinvest in securities that support the transition to a clean energy economy, such as in renewable energy and energy effic iency. 
 4. continue shareholder activism with targeted fossil fuel companies on climate-related issues. 
 4.report annually to the UUA on the status of the investment changes and advocacy. 

 

The UUCEFhas recognized the importance of shareholder advocacy and investing to reflect our principles for years (starting in 

1967). The UUCEF has a Socially Responsible Investing Committee (SRIC), which screens investments according to written policy 

on matters of environment, social issues and company governance. The SRIC recognizes in these policies that this type of investing 

is both an art and a science, is imperfect and complicated, but that it makes an important statement about how we live our values, and 

has been useful in advocating for change. This change also supports the Congregation’s quest to become a Green Sanctuary. 

 

Operating costs are 1.05% annually, the lowest of other options considered, and the rate of return compares favorably to other invest-

ing options. 

 

You may read more about the UUCEF at UUCEF.org. 

 

We will be making annual reports to the Congregation at our Annual Congregational meetings. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Catherine Weideman (catherine.weideman@gmail.com) or Michael Wilcox 

(michael.wilcox77@yahoo.com) or write to the Endowment Committee c/o UUCQC. 

 

http://www.uua.org/news/pressroom/pressreleases/296102.shtml
mailto:catherine.weideman@gmail.com
mailto:michael.wilcox77@yahoo.com


 

 

UUCQC’s IN THE KNOW... 

WOW 

(a social gathering) 
Tuesday, Nov. 4, 5:30 pm 

The Barrel House 

1321 5th Ave. 

Moline IL 

Parking in front, behind, and across the street. 

Front door is handicap accessible 

For more information call  

Sarah Smet at 309-781-3145  

or email smetsarah3@gmail.com 

Share The Plate for November 2014 
Selected by the UUCQC Social Justice  Team 
 

QCAD (Quad Citians Affirming Diversity) was 

founded in 1990 and is the only organization in the 

greater Iowa-Illinois Quad Cities region that provides 

education, advocacy and support for Gay, Lesbians, Bi-

Sexual, Transgendered and Questioning (GLBTQ) per-

sons.  

 

Their website is qcadoutforgood.org 

Having a meeting with your Committee, Team, or Group? 

Please be sure to contact call the office at 563-359-0816 or email   

office@uucqc.org with your request so that it can be scheduled! 

Yoga scheduled has changed 

 

There will no longer be a Friday 1-2 p.m. yoga class in the 

community room. The online calendar has been updated to 

reflect this. The following schedule remains in place: 

Mondays: 11-12 (Meg M.) and 5:30-6:30 (Michelle) 

Tuesdays: 11-12 (Ashley) 

Wednesdays: 9-10 (Meg M.) 

Thursdays: 9-10 (Ashley) and  5:30-6:30 (Meg M.) 

Fridays: 11-12 (Meg M.) 

Saturdays: 9:30-10:30 

 

Cost: $5 on a drop-in basis 

Movie Night & Panel Discussion 

  
Join us to view the film "no dumb questions"  at Unitarian Univer-
salist Congregation of the Quad Cities on Friday, Nov. 7, at 7 p.m. 
This documentary film will educate and spark dialogue about 
transgendered identity, human acceptance and love. 
  
Uncle Bill is becoming a woman and his 6, 9 and 11 year old nieces are 
struggling to understand why and how. With just weeks until Uncle Bill’s 
first visit as Aunt Barbara, the sisters navigate the complex territories of 
anatomy, sexuality, personality, gender and fashion.  
  
The film runs 25 minutes and will be followed by a panel discussion. 
  
This free event is sponsored by the UUCQC Social Justice team as 
part of the congregation’s First Friday film series, and is part of our 
ongoing efforts to educate ourselves to truly be a Welcoming Con-
gregation. 
  
Of course, popcorn will be served!!! 

Coffee and Conversation 

Reproductive Justice 

Monday, Nov. 10 at 6 p.m. 

Saturday, Nov. 15 at 10 a.m.  

In the social hall 

The Reproductive Justice class using the UUA 

study guide was tasked with defining reproduc-

tive justice and (hopefully) responding with ac-

tion.   We were successful in building a defini-

tion of reproductive justice. But we need your 

help with ways  we might respond with action.  

We invite you to attend conversation and coffee 

with us if you wish to learn more about this issue 

as a UU. 

 

Our hope is that we will learn from the knowl-

edge and passion shared and be able to come to 

consensus for a plan of action at UUCQC per-

haps working with partner organizations on this 

issue to combat abuse and injustice.    

 

Contact UUA.org or contact Margaret Farrar, 

Libbet Brooke or Elaine Kresse for more infor-

mation.   

 

All ages and genders welcome. 

tel:309-781-3145
mailto:smetsarah3@gmail.com
http://uua.org/


 

 

Sunday, November 2 at 6:30 p.m. 

  
  

 We are calling our UU Drum Circle together in the spacious UU sanctuary. 
3707 East Kimberly, Davenport 52807 

  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Some special features for November 

  
Come to meet the Four Udoos 

Learn an African song 
Experience the grandmother drum 

It is open to all with a special invitation to children and their parents. 

sponsored by  
the Spiritual Practices and Programs Team of the congregation 

  

The Drum Circle Team for UU 

Sharon, Paula, Gale,  Grant, Ed, Meg 

Drum        Rattle         Flute 

Office announcements 
 
Our new Communications Coordinator, Beth Paul., has been busy getting her office set up and putting together this very 
newsletter. Her office hours aren’t set yet, but she will generally be here in the afternoons. You can email her any time 

at: communications@uucqc.org. 
 

Other email addresses are being established. Congregation Administrator Sherri Pauli can be reached at: 

administrator@uucqc.org. Her office hours are Wednesday 1-5, Thursday and Friday 7-3.  

 

And Rosaland Smith, the Admin. Assistant/Office, can be reached at: office@ uucqc.org. Her office hours are 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9-12 ; Wednesday 1-4.  

mailto:communications@uucqc.org
mailto:administrator@uucqc.org
mailto:office@uucqc.org


 

 

THIS YEARS HOLIDAY PROGRAM IS A CHARLIE BROWN 
CHRISTMAS! REHEARSAL STARTS NOVEMBER 9, 2014. A SPE-
CIAL THANKS TO MELISSA ANDERSON CLARK FOR VOLUN-
TEERING HER TIME AND TALENT TO HAVE THE HOLIDAY 
PROGRAM! 

 

Here is the schedule: 
Rehearsals - November 9, Nov 16, Nov 23, Nov 30, and Dec 
7 –during first service 10:00-11:00 
Final rehearsal - December 14 - 9:00 am (everyone partici-
pating in the program must attend) 
Show - December 14 - 10:00 service ONLY 
 

Stocking Stuffers and Mitten Tree 
Our Annual Stocking Stuffers and Mitten Tree is coming 
up! We will start collecting donations on November 2 and 
we’ll have the mitten tree and bin for donations for the 
stockings in the main foyer. 

We had a successful Halloween Carnival. A lot of kids 
showed up in costume and even a few adults! We are so 

grateful to all that help out. The youth did a fantastic 
job scaring us and entertaining us. Thank you for the 

delicious tacos and to those who help serve them. Also 
a special thanks to all those who donated baked goods! 

The youth were raising money for the Malala Project. 

They were able to raise a nice amount to contribute 

to such a wonderful cause. To learn more about the 

Malala Fund go to www.malala.org 

http://www.malala.org


 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation Adoption Group 

Candlelight Celebration 
 

Every child deserves a forever home. 

Please join us on Friday, Nov. 14, at 6:30 PM for a 

candlelight celebration of adoption at the Unitar-

ian Universalist Congregation of Quad Cities. 

National Adoption Month is a collective effort to 

raise awareness of the more than 100,000 children 

waiting in foster care for a forever family. Join us 

to raise awareness of the need for adoptive families 

and make a difference in children’s lives --  

one child at a time.  

Megan engages with the audience to 

explore three key issues in transracial 

parenting: 

1. The importance of communities of color 

2. White privilege and its impact on our 

children 

3. Using bystander intervention to address 

micro-aggressions 

 

Through this presentation, Megan 

guides participants on a journey of 

moving beyond surface-level cultural 

experiences to a deeper, more nu-

anced understanding of personal bi-

ases and privileges and discusses 

ways to better support our children of 

color as they move through the world. 

 

Key Take-Away Points Include: 

 

• We must teach our children what it 

means to be (and how to survive be-

ing) a person of color in the US 

• We must consciously work to en-

gage with communities of color 

• What is “white privilege,” how does 

it impact our children, and how to talk 

to them about it 

• How to “spend” our privilege in a 

way to create positive change 

• What are the negative impacts of 

micro-aggressions 

• How to address micro-aggressions 

using bystander intervention strate-

gies 

 

 

 

Megan Schwalm works as a Diver-

sity Consultant and Trainer, who pro-

vides training across the country on 

diversity, equity and inclusion, by-

stander intervention, and transracial 

adoption. She serves as Adjunct Fac-

ulty at the University of Iowa and is a 

doctoral candidate in Educational 

Policy and Leadership Studies, has a 

Master of Arts degree in Therapeutic 

Recreation, and A Bachelor of Arts 

degree in Women’s Studies, all from 

the University of Iowa. Before her 

work as an independent consultant, 

she worked at the University of Iowa 

in the Chief Diversity Office as a Di-

versity Resources Coordinator where 

she developed and facilitated pro-

grams related to women’s leadership 

development and diversity. 

Looking ahead: Transracial adoption workshop 

Saturday, Dec. 13, 1-4 p.m. 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities Adoption Group is sponsoring a presentation by Megan Schwalm: 

 

“Transracial Parenting: More Than Kwanzaa and Taco Tuesday” 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZnbbF6ZlXi1EKM&tbnid=_O_l6oRTaiT2cM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.imvu.com/groups/category/Community/list?limit=10,sort=whitelist,sort_order=desc,start=30&ei=gM0WUqPPIeWe2wXtz


 

 

Thanks to all who came out to hear Andrew McKnight's 
concert!  We had a lot of fun sharing some very good 
music with a great UU message. We hope to have him 
back again! 
 
This month, you won't want to miss lots of perform-
ances by the Chalice Chimes, another appearance by 
the Children's Choir, and of course, our annual Union 
Thanksgiving Service with Edwards Congregational 
UCC and Temple Emanuel on Nov. 23rd at 
6:00pm HERE at UUCQC. We'll have a fabulous joint 
choir that you are welcome to join, singing Cliff Hardin's 
“We Will Walk Together.”   
 
No long term commitment!   
Come to choir on Wednesdays, Nov. 12 and 19, 
from 5:45 to 6:45 p.m. and you, too, can join in the fun! 
 
Sheila Doak, Music Director 

The Music Team would like YOUR help 
in bringing a wider diversity of sound to 
our services, as well as increasing par-
ticipation by UUCQC members, friends, 
and visitors, who have so many musical 
gifts to offer. Please take a few minutes 
to answer 8 questions about your ability 
or interest in participating in music during 
service. Thanks! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VZ9NX7W 

May your stuffing be tasty 
May your turkey plump, 
May your potatoes and gravy 
Have nary a lump. 
May your yams be delicious 
And your pies take the prize, 
And may your Thanksgiving dinner 
Stay off your thighs! 

Thanksgiving Potluck 

Well, Terry and I are happy to learn there is interest in another (our 
7th, I think) Thanksgiving potluck.  It's always a lot of fun, a 
uniquely American holiday, so let's celebrate the way the Pilgrims 
did...except after the big feast, we won't kill you and take your 
land.  

We'd like to know how many to expect (and how 
many turkeys to “invite”), so please let us know if 
you are planning to come by emailing us at 
tj_n_ed@yahoo.com . Then, dust off those old fam-
ily recipes and bring something good to share.  We'll 
eat around 12:00, or so, depending upon the mood 
of the turkeys. 

Hope to see you,  
Ed Hazen & Terry Dierksen 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VZ9NX7W
mailto:tj_n_ed@yahoo.com


 

 

   Hello UUCQC Congregants, 
  
      On behalf of the Religious Services Team I want to thank you for your participation this summer in our congre-
gational survey.  We got over 100 responses, which we feel reflects an amazing percentage of the total congrega-
tion and gave us a very good picture of where our congregation stands on issues related to 
the SundayService.   As one might expect of a UU congregation, opinions were very diverse, ideas and commen-
tary flowed freely and there was no shortage of very positive and very helpful feedback.   Using the survey data 
and commentary RST worked with Reverend Jay to get a pulse of the congregation and to design adjustments to 
theSunday schedule in hopes of providing the best possible schedule of services, RE and Forum to accommodate 
the congregation's present members and lay the groundwork to meet our mission and vision of growth for the fu-
ture.  We cherish your input and want to be sure that you also have a chance to see what we saw.   To that end 
please find attached an executive summary of the survey results, the same summary which we provided to the 
Board for their September meetings.   We will continue to strive to make each Sunday a meaningful time together 
and to serve this congregation through our commitment to lay led services.    Again, on behalf of the entire team, 
our thanks to you and our appreciation for your feedback and guidance as we work toward our mission as a con-
gregational team. 
  
Yours very truly, 
  
Allen Bertsche, Co-Chair 
Religious Services Team 

The complete survey results are  posted at UUCQC.org under the About UUCQC tab, listed in Polices and Procedures, special reports. 

 

Some highlights from the survey: 

RST Survey Response Summary 
106 Responses (Aug 6, 2014) 

IV. Trends within Open-ended questions 
 

A. Forum 

 17 people state they attend forum frequently or nearly always.  Of these, 15 state that they also at-
tend service frequently or nearly always.  So we are not seeing a significant group who attend forum 
only. 

 

 Of the 17 who attend Forum frequently or nearly always, 15 are 55 or over.  Of the 28 who say they 
never attend Forum, 20 are under the age of 55.   

 

 Out of 35 responders under age 55, only 2 cited that they go to Forum frequently or nearly always. 
 

 
 

B. Service Attendance 
 

 
There is a strong correlation between the perception of Sunday as a focus of congregational life and 

attendance. 
 

 80% of those who list Sunday services as their primary engagement with the  congregation state 
they attend always or frequently.  Which means there is still 20% who state that it is essential, but 
simply cannot or do not attend frequently. 

 

 50% of those who list Sunday services as a minor part of their engagement, or only  one of many 
facets attend infrequently or not at all.  This also means that 50% do  attend on a regular basis de-
spite their view that this is only one part of their connection to the congregation. 



 

 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES & PROGRAMS TEAM 
 

Our three, separate, ongoing Spiritual Practice Groups are meeting the spiritual needs of a number people. So far this Fall, on 

average: 8 of us enjoy growing more mindful meditating together, 15 of us enjoy asking spiritual questions on various topics, 

deepening our heart and soul connections, and 35 of us - of all ages - enjoy enlivening our spirits with rhythm and movement 

to drums, rattles, and flutes, and connecting with each other and the earth.  

 

If you have wanted to participate in one of the practices and have not been able to because of the day and/or time, we would 

like to know! If you are interested in starting a new spiritual practice, or if you want to see a particular spiritual program, 

teacher or speaker at UUCQC, we want to  know! Please contact one of us (see below) or check the calendar and attend a 

meeting. We would love to see you at any or all of the Spiritual Practice Groups, at any time!  

 

No registration is required. If you need childcare to participate, please call the office 48 hours in advance: 563-359-0816. 

 

 Mindfulness Meditation  
 Tuesdays 5:30 – 6:30 pm – Sanctuary in Winter – Back Lawn in nice weather.  

 Facilitated by Rev. Jay Wolin, Jeff Mason, Steve Spring, Joyce Singh. 

 Recommend for ages 16 and older. 

 

 Spiritual Conversation 
 Tuesdays 6:45 – 8:00 pm - Community Room. 

 Facilitated by Alice Martin, Joe Maciejko, Jan DeGreve, John DeGreve,  

Thia Sadlek. 

 Recommended for ages 16 and older. 

 

 First Sunday Drum Circle 
 First Sundays - 6:30 – 8:30 pm - Sanctuary.  

 Facilitated by Meg Bolich, Grant Zimmerman, Ed Mueller,  

Sharon Lowry, Gale Springer, Paula Parrella. 

 Recommended for ALL ages! 

 

Thia Sadlek, Joe Maciejko, Alice Martin, Meg Bolich, Andrea Gilman-Vallejo,  

John DeGreve, Rev. Jay Wolin 



 

 


