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UU NEWS JANUARY 15

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a
glance upcoming events at the UUCQC.

*Please note: This is only a partial list of upcoming
events. A full calendar can be found at

www.uucqc.org
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STORY CHURCH
Wednesdays @ 6
Andrea Hawkins-Kamper
Held once monthly - scheduled as follows:

January 15, 2020
February 19, 2020

March 11, 2020
April 15, 2020
May 20, 2020
June 17, 2020

Growth is a scary thing. And yet, here we are,
doing scary things. From Story Church's rooting in
our Christian source through both Unitarian and
Universalist lenses to unconventional and
experimental worship, it's good to do scary things.

I, Andrea, will not be leading the service this
month as I will be in Chicago for classes. Rev. Jay,
instead, will lead the service - something that is,
for me, a growth experience. It will be the first of
these services that I am not there with those who
gather, not facilitating our coming together; not
doing anything but attending to my present task
three hours to the east. I keep asking myself what
do I nee to learn from this and what do I need to
grow to move beyond my current realness/ Don't

As I write this, the milestone of my emergency
open heart surgery passed. A lot of things have
changed since 4 January 2019. Some of the things
that changed are things I could do without, like
priority access for an elbow sprain at the
emergency room. I have a host of new
medications I could have done without, and I am
definitely not a fan of cold or rapid weather
changes. However, the fear that went away is…
transformative.

We all fear, it is what keeps us alive. Fear blinds
us to our mortality by exaggerating it, and most of
us are blissfully unaware of its existence. A strong,
healthy, well-developed fear instinct is one that
keeps us alive, keeps us from being prey, keeps
us from jumping off ledges.

With open heart surgery, I had no choice but to
make peace with mortality. Fear didn’t want me to
look at that place, the place with the end date. But
I did and in the light of my gaze, my fear fled. That
was when things got real.

Fear’s absence was only temporary, which is fine.
Having faced it, having made peace with the
inevitability that I have an end date, the
relationship changed. Fear and I are now co-
conspirators, now colleagues, now equals. Fear
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worry. I don't have any answers. That is what
seminary calls a 'growing edge'.

Wednesday night, January 15, 2020 is our next
night of real community making real a new way of
being real with each other. One that you should
come to. One where you can sing a pop song or
two, hear some real stories told by real people in
real community, and be together in a real ,present,
authentic way. Come be real.

and I talk constantly, we plan together, and when I
act, I can now act whole-heartedly, with integrity
and authenticity.

One year ago, my literal heart was held in the
literal hands of another literal human. That human
transformed the literal stone of my heart back to
literal flesh, and everything changed. Fear no
longer runs my life, and for that, thanks be to God.
Selah, amen, and aho.

PS: On a personal note: I will be in Chicago for
classes this month. I look forward to being in
community with you all when I return at the end of
January. May it be well with all of us.

Who's Got Next?

I often like to say that everything I learned, I
learned on the schoolyard. That is of course a bit
of an exaggeration. However I learned many core
values through those experiences. I was not very
athletic as a youth, but after school the main
activity that my friends and I participated in was
playing sports in the schoolyard. When we would
play basketball, two captains were picked and
then they would each choose 4 other players.
Often I was the tenth person picked or if there
were more than 10 people, and if I wasn’t picked,
I would shout “next”, meaning I would be the
captain of the next team to choose four players
and play the winning team. And thus the last
became the first. The lesson I learned was
patience, and by watching others play I learned the ability to spot talented players to choose
for my team. When the game was over someone would shout “Who’s Got Next”
It never bothered me if I wasn’t chosen, as I knew I would get a chance to participate. I knew I
wasn’t as good a shooter as the other players in the schoolyard. But when I got on the court, I
was tenacious, playing full court defense, and using every ounce of ability I had. I learned the
value of hard work. I learned the value of teamwork by learning how to pass the ball to others
who were better shooters. I learned the value of both humility and perseverance when I would
drive to the basket and take a hard foul, and get back up and keep going. It taught me when
you are in the mix of things, sometimes it isn’t easy. It also taught me to stay engaged even
when things didn’t go my way. The most important lesson I learned was not only to
understand what my limits were but that my limits could grow over time. I knew I would never
be a great basketball player. What I learned was playing with other more talented players
made me a better player, and that I could win by just playing my part.
First and foremost, I want to take this space to thank our paid staff for everything they do and
to let them know how much I appreciate their hard work. As well I want to thank all the
volunteers who without which this Congregation could not function in the manner that it does.
Even when I forget to plan for something, I know people will jump in and help. For those who
have been sitting on the sidelines, now is the time to step forward. We need you. Your
participation in Congregational Life will impact in a positive way your experience in helping
build this beloved community. In order to sustain and continue to add more programs, to have
our message reach others who desperately need to hear it, and to have our values impact the
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larger community, we need everybody to participate in whatever part you can play.
We have a particular volunteer need for people to help organize our Silent Auction
Fundraiser the end of March. It is short term role. The more people who volunteer the
more fun it will be!!

So I have one question: Who’s Got Next?

With a grateful heart,
Rev. Jay Wolin

Beginning of 2020 Schedule:

Building the World We Dream About is a
program designed to promote multicultural
welcome, inclusion, and affirmation in all
facets of Unitarian Universalist
congregational life. It intention is to develop
participants’ knowledge and skills in
addressing issues related to race, ethnicity,
and cultural identity both individually and
institutionally, as well as, identify ways
congregations can build
multiracial/multicultural communities of love
and justice.

Sundays @ 5 PM
Nov 2019 - Jan 2020

Take Control of your money with Financial
Peace University (FPU)! This nine-lesson
course uses common sense to help you
tackle budgeting, pay off debt, and make
your money work for you! FPU includes your
member workbook and a year of free online
resources through Financial Peace
Membership. Childcare is provided at no
additional cost. Registration and payment is
required prior to the first class.

The class on Sunday evenings has
gotten a little off track due to various
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Please join us Sunday mornings from 9-9:50
in the Community Room for the 5-Week
conclusion of this series. Childcare is
available and coffee is provided. If you have
any questions, please contact Ashley
at adultre@uucqc.org.

1/19: Practicing Multicultural Competency
1/26: Putting Anti-oppression Ideals into
Practice
2/2: Building the World We Dream About

reasons, so there will be no meeting
this week. The last two meetings will
be:

Jan 26 & Feb 3

January 30, 2020
@ 6 PM

OWL Trainings

The Youth Religious Education Team will
be hosting two OWL (Our Whole Lives)
trainings - one at the beginning of March
and the second in mid-April. OWL is a
series of sexual education programs for
youth (typically grades K-9). The youth RE
team is in need of volunteers who enjoy
preparing food and would help with the
meals (likely breakfast and dinner) for the
attendees and trainers. The meals could be
potluck style with multiple congregants
bringing dishes to share, or fully prepared
meals in the UU kitchen. Please email
Brenda Peters (PetersBrendaJ@sau.edu)
if you are willing to provide meal prep.

Thank you!
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TRAININGS & ORIENTATIONS

As we head into the second half of the church year, we have a
number of small group facilitator trainings available!

Facilitator Basics Training (two hours)
Thursday, January 9, 7 pm ET
Saturday, January 11, 12:00 pm ET
For more details and to register click here

Three Month Intensive Facilitator Training
Fourth Wednesdays, January - March, 7:30 pm ET
For more details and to register click here

Five Month Experiential Facilitator Group
Last Tuesdays, January - May, 7:00 pm ET
For more details and to register click here

All trainings are led by our Soul Matters founder and team lead, Rev Scott Tayler.
If you are interested in setting up special training and monthly support groups for just
your facilitators, contact me at susan@soulmatterssharingcircle.com.
Feel free to reach out to me with any other questions as well.

In Faith and Partnership and on behalf of the entire Soul Matters Team
Susan Arnold
Membership Director, Soul Matters Sharing Circle
susan@soulmatterssharingcircle.com
www.soulmatterssharingcircle.com
You're invited to join us on Facebook!

Register for this FREE EVENT here:
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Racial Justice Project

We will be checking in and
planning our next few events. The
meeting will be toward the end of
January/beginning of February.
Please participate in this poll if you
are interested in attending.

Thanks, Heather B.

Meeting Poll

Iowa Coalition Plans
Major Climate Action
Before Caucuses

The UUCQC Environmental Team is
joining a coalition of forty organizations
who will take collective climate action on
Saturday, February 1st at noon in Des
Moines, just before the Iowa Caucuses.
Participants will gather at Cowles
Commons, 221 Walnut Street, in Des
Moines and parade to the Iowa Events
Center, where media from around the
world will assemble to report on the Iowa

If you are interested in attending this event,
there will be a bus leaving from Iowa City,
early that morning and returning later that
same day. It will cost only $12 round trip. We
need a firm number of attendees by January
3rd to provide to the organization chartering
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Caucuses. The action is non-partisan and
not organized in support of any presidential
candidate.

the bus. We are also considering a local
caravan/carpool.

You can learn more about the event by
contacting the steering committee
at communications@climatemarch.org .
Contacts are Samantha Kuhn at 847-682-2924
and Steve Shivvers at 515-468-3923.
Contact Lori O'Dell McCollum at 309-230-2672
or lori_mccollum@sbcglobal.net for local
transportation.
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REMINDER!!
Budget request forms that were sent out to chairs of the teams are due by JANUARY 31!
Please return them in person to Rev. Jay Wolin, Diann Herington or by email to
heringtond@gmail.com.

Giving Garden Planning
Meeting
January 18
@ 11 AM

All Are Welcome.
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Town Hall Meeting
January 19
@ 11:30 AM

We will present and take feedback on
what has been drafted. Please feel free
to message the team with thoughts
and concerns.
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List of accepted
items*
January 7, 2020

From the Bathroom/Bedroom:
· Mouthwash bottles and caps (leave caps on,
please)
· Deodorant containers and caps (caps on)
· Toothpaste tubes and caps (caps on)
· Soap packaging
· Floss containers – make sure floss is all gone
· Toothbrushes and outer packaging (including
electric toothbrushes-no batteries)
· Hair care containers with lids on (NO
AEROSOLS)
· Skin care containers and cosmetics containers
with lids on
· Vitamins/minerals/supplements packaging
· Sexual health & well-being packaging: tubes,
bottles, caps, lids, wrappers, cans, boxes
· Cough, cold, flu, sore throat, and nasal care
packaging
· Personal care and foot care packaging: tubes,
bottles, caps, lids, plastic packaging

Bring your materials downstairs to
bins near the back door.

From the Office:
· Pens, mechanical pencils, markers, highlighters, permanent

markers, crayons *
· Glue sticks, glue bottles and refill bottles* – lids ON
· Video/cassette tapes, eight track-tapes, floppy disks, CDs
and DVDs*

From the Kitchen:
· Infant formula and child nutrition packaging: tubs, bottles,
caps, lids, cans, boxes
· Foil-lined energy bar/granola bar/protein bar wrappers – any
brand
· Plastic cereal bags or plastic cereal bag liners (inside the
cereal box)*
· Snack bags – Family size/Individual/Multi-pack (not candy –
think salty snacks)*
· Cleaner Packaging – pumps/caps, pouches, flexible cleaner
packaging*
· Arm&Hammer/Oxyclean pouches (includes baking soda
plastic pouches)*
· Air Fresheners - cartridges, trigger heads, containers and
plugs*
· Juice Pouches with straws (e.g. Capri Sun, Honest Kids,
etc)* Please put in airtight bag
· Food pouches (baby food or other snack) with caps on
· Any Brita filtration device and its packaging (make sure
filters are dry)*
· Coffee bags – any brand, any size*
· Wine corks made of any material (e.g. cork or plastic)*
· Swiffer cartridge refills*

January 26
11:30 AM

We will put the history lessons aside for
now and take up questions and ideas that
are closer to our own lives. We've learned
that the apostle Paul decided that belief in
the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth is the
essential doctrine of Christians and that his
ideas proved wildly popular all around the
Mediterranean. We will talk about what we
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think appealed to people about Christianity
and what we think to be the heart of that
religion. Anyone who is interested is
welcome to come and join the
conversation!

UU Vegetarian
Dinner &
Personal

Sustainability
Workshop

January 26 @ 5 PM

Join your fellow Unitarians for a fun evening of vegetarian delights (potluck),
followed by a short workshop on how to make your home more sustainable and

save money at the same time.

(childcare will be available)

Team Meeting

January 18
11 AM

Hi All! 2020 finds us entering into the 6th year that
the UUCQC Earth Based Team has been up and
running here at UUCQC. I personally am so
grateful for the welcoming space to be myself and
to share my enthusiasm for Paganism and Wicca.
Over the past 5 years the team and I have
facilitated gatherings to celebrate and inform and
we have also had many people from outside the
UUCQC join us regularly. We are looking forward
to continuing this, but we also are looking for
anyone that is interested in joining the team. If this
is something you are interested in exploring, but
are not 100% sure, please join us this Saturday,
January 18th from 11 - 12 at the Congregation for
our meeting and see what you think. You are
always welcome to join in on any meeting or talk to
myself, Rev. Jay or any team member about the
team.

Blessed be to you and yours,
Gale Springer
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POTLUCK

January 25
5 - 7 PM

MORE
TRIVIA
ANYONE?
What do you know about Star
Wars? Get your team together
and let's TRIVIA!!

Contact the office at
office@uucqc.org to register.

Thank UU to
Rose Schneider for helping out in the
kitchen with our hospitality team when we
were shot handed! - The Heringtons

ART WALL PHOTOS
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All are continually invited to drop off or email a photo of yourself/family to display on the UU
Family Wall. All appropriate photos are appreciated! Formal, informal, wedding, vacation,

holiday ... awkward!
We welcome however you wish to be known by the Congregation!

In order to become more familiar with our UU Family, please include names and (if desired)
UU participation.

Photos can be emailed to: welcome@uucqc.org or tracytuftee@yahoo.com or just drop them off at the wall.

UUCQC OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Nichole (office@uucqc.org)
563.359.0816

REV. JAY WOLIN
Call 563.359.0816 or email minister@uucqc.org

UU NEWS Submission Deadline:
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Every Wednesday at 10 AM. No exceptions.
office@uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities
www.uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities | 3707 Eastern Avenue, Davenport, IA 52807

Unsubscribe thethinker@dennisdarland.com
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Try email marketing for free today!
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