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thethinker@dennisdarland.com

From: Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <beth@uucqc.ccsend.com> on 

behalf of Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <office@uucqc.org>

Sent: Wednesday, June 17, 2020 12:25 PM

To: thethinker@dennisdarland.com

Subject: News UU Can Use ...

UU NEWS JUNE 17

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a glance 
upcoming events at the UUCQC.

*Please note: This is only a partial list of upcoming events. A 
full calendar can be found at www.uucqc.org

VIEW SITE

STAYING IN TOUCH
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THIS SUNDAY @ 10 AM
June 21
"Burn the Bright Light"
Andrea Hawkins Kamper, Minsterial Intern & Gale 
Springer, Earth Based Team

21 June is the day that marks the 
summer solstice, the day of the longest 
sunlight and shortest dark. This is where 
Spring traditionally ends and where 
Summer begins, but this is also a time of 
fire, passion, will, and dedication. Here 
we move along the paths we have 
charted through the Spring, building our 
dreams into reality in alignment with our 
beliefs. Let us explore this time together, 
see what it might mean for us in this 
present time, and celebrate the Longest 
Light, together!

Please connect through Zoom via computer, 
app or phone 

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/112081914
Meeting ID: 112 081 914

Phone In:1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

We will open the zoom room at 9:30 AM and 
give brief instructions on how to operate within 
zoom. If you need help accessing zoom, 
please contact Rev. Jay Wolin. This week we 
encourage you to stay after service and we will 
have a virtual coffee hour. There is a way to 
break out into small groups on zoom. We hope 
to continue to add online programming for 
small group discussion, adult religious 

NEXT SUNDAY @ 10 AM
June 28
"Bearing Witness Through Stories"
Alice Martin, Pastoral Care

What in the world does “bearing witness” 
really mean?  Is it merely relaying an 
incident you observed and retelling it 
from your perspective?  Is it listening or 
seeing only what keeps you comfortable, 
turning away from those encounters 
that stir up uncomfortable feelings? Or is 
it observing and listening well without 
judgement, offering dignity and value to 
the story and its participants? Please join 
us, Sunday, June 28th at our 10:00 
service, as we ponder the power and 
transformative nature inherent in the gift 
of bearing witness through story.

Please connect through Zoom via computer, 
app or phone 

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/112081914
Meeting ID: 112 081 914

Phone In:1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
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education and just virtual connecting. Stay 
tuned for more information.

We will open the zoom room at 9:30 AM and 
give brief instructions on how to operate within 
zoom. If you need help accessing zoom, 
please contact Rev. Jay Wolin. This week we 
encourage you to stay after service and we will 
have a virtual coffee hour. There is a way to 
break out into small groups on zoom. We hope 
to continue to add online programming for 
small group discussion, adult religious 
education and just virtual connecting. Stay 
tuned for more information.

SELF CARE

Each year the Committee on Ministry prepares my review 
for the Board of Directors. One critique they have had 
every single year since I started was that I do not take 
enough time for self care. Some lessons are harder to 
learn and this is one of them. I often use the metaphor that 
ministry is like drinking water out of fire hydrant. It just 
keeps coming full force. However, as they say on the 
airlines, please put your oxygen mask on yourself first 
before trying to help others. Well I have been fortunate 
never to have been on a flight where it was necessary to 
test that theory. 

I am very grateful to the Congregation that you provide me 
with four weeks vacation, four weeks of study leave and 
time for three continuing education or denominational 
events. This year was a particularly challenging year at the 
Congregation which did not allow me to take much time off 
during the year. Normally I like to spread my time off 
throughout the year so as not to be out of the pulpit for too 
many weeks in a row or disrupt operations with my 
absence. In addition, taking time away throughout the year allows me to keep my energy balanced 
throughout the year. I have found that not taking much time off during the course of this year has stretched 
my energy levels at this point in the year. So I am going to listen to the Committee on Ministry and take the 
time for self care this summer. 

I will be away the following weeks:
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If there is an emergency, I will always be available by cell, but I have committed to try to take time for myself 
while I am away. Much of my study leave time is spent reading, studying and planning for next year’s worship 
and programming. I also use the time for reflection spiritual practice.  

Although I will not be here, during these above weeks, the life and ministry of the Congregation continue. We 
are blessed to have a wonderful Religious Services Team that creates meaningful and engaging services. I 
ask you to support your fellow Congregants by attending Sunday Services they lead this summer.  

Even though the building is closed the Congregation is still open. As beautiful as our building and grounds 
are, a Congregation is more then just building and grounds. It is the people and the connections we create 
with each other, whether in person or online. I just watched the last episode of the Television Series "Lost" 
for the umpteenth time. At the end, the main protagonist asks "why are we all here now?" The response 
given is "This is a place that you all made together so that you could find one another. The most important 
part of your life was the time that you spent with these people. That's why all of you are here. Nobody does it 
alone. You needed all of them, and they needed you." Let us be there for each other.  

With a grateful heart
Rev. Jay Wolin

Social Justice Days
Anti-Racism Project

June 22nd at 6:30 pm
Zoom ~ https://uuma.zoom.us/j/99399408776

All welcome! 
(Attending an Anti-Racism Day does not obligate you to future involvement with the group, so feel free to 

come talk with us.) 

We will check in, then watch and discuss 2 videos about anti-racism work,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSqzeFYH01o
about young people reacting to current racism (2 minutes) and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7CGJDgO4Fs8
by Candis Watts Smith, professor and author of 2 books about anti-racist work.

(10 minutes)
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We will discuss the concrete actions Smith recommends for combating racism in our systems 
and each apply them to our own lives.

Monday, June 29th at 6:30 pm
COVID-19 pandemic information session

Held by the COVID-19 Health Education Team from Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
via Zoom. 

The session will be run by two medical students and starts with a brief presentation about COVID-19 followed by 
an interactive question and answer session. A physician will be on the line to help answer questions. 

Please RSVP and ask any questions in advance at the following link:
https://forms.gle/uRLkHj5BQdeEYTfP6. (Meeting ID: 942 4177 7526. Password: covid) 

We look forward to sharing this information and having a discussion with you all on the 29th!

Have you ever 
wondered how 
Disney comes up 
with all their great 
movies, rides & 

entertainment options?
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Come to our virtual Fundraising Brainstorming Zoom Event on Saturday June 20, 2020 and find out as we 
utilize the Disney Brainstorming Method. We welcome all members and friends of the UUCQC to participate 
in our Zoom Event on Saturday June 20, from 10am to 12pm. Let your creativity flow as we want everyone’s 
great ideas. 
COVID has also impacted our ability to fundraise. Our traditional fundraisers such as 2

nd
 Hand Sale 

(Rummage Sale), Coffee House, Trivia Nights, et cetera all require large group gathering which unfortunately 
are not practical. 

Stewardship Committee Fundraiser Brainstorming 
Session
When
Sat Jun 20, 2020 10am – 12pm Central Time 
Where
ZOOM
Who
Stewardship Committee
Join Zoom Meeting
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/92421776881
Meeting ID: 924 2177 6881

Joyce Hale Wiley

Joyce Hale Wiley, 80, passed peacefully at home in hospice 
June 14, 2020, as a result of complications from Alzheimer’s 
Disease. 

Joyce was born in Evansville, IN, June 13, 1940, to Betty 
Louise (Wolfe) and James Bartlett Hale and spent her 
childhood and youth on the family farm near Cottonwood, 
IL. She graduated from Ridgway High School in 1958 and 
entered the University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana in the 
School of Home Economics. She was active on campus and 
helped arrange guest lecturers for forums, the most notable 
of whom was Eleanor Roosevelt. Upon graduation she 
began graduate studies there and met her husband to be, 
Jack Cleveland Wiley. They both continued graduate studies 
at Purdue University and were married during semester 
break on January 25, 1965. Joyce received a PhD in Nutrition Science in 1968 and pursued post-doctoral 
research in Nutritional Biochemistry at the University of Illinois until the birth of their first child, Jason, in 1970. 

The family moved to the Quad Cities in 1972 where Jack was employed by Deere & Company.  Their second 
child, Alice Louise, was born in Davenport, IA, in 1974. Joyce became actively involved in the Religious 
Education program at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation and later ran the Adult Forum there for over 34 
years. 

In 1990 Joyce and Jack founded a support group for gay and lesbian youth that later became known as 
Quad Citians Affirming Diversity (QCAD). Joyce led that organization until 2017 when it was passed to 
Western Illinois University Moline. During that time Joyce served hundreds of LGBTIA youth and adults and 
was a strong advocate in supporting the efforts that led to the establishment of civil rights laws protecting the 
LGBTIA population in the Quad Cities. 
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Joyce enjoyed cooking, reading the New York Times, following the news, and walking the family dog. 

She is survived by; her husband, Jack Wiley, son, Jason Hale Wiley (Luke Vuttera) of Rockford, IL, daughter, 
Alice Louise Wiley Pickett (Kyle) and grandsons Ned Pickett and Grant Pickett of Springfield, MO, sister 
Linda Barter of Tucson, AZ, and sister Alice Hirt (George Katsanos) of Holland, MI, plus several nieces and 
nephews. 

A Life Celebration Memorial Service will be held at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Davenport, 
Iowa, at a later date. 

The family is very grateful for the superb care from the staff of Home Instead, especially Shana, Ana, and 
Jada and for the final care provided by Unity Point Hospice. 

Memorials may be made to QCAD at Western Illinois University Moline and to the Neurology Department of 
the University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics.

Barbara Jipson Matt
1927 - 2020

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/qctimes/obituary.aspx?n=barbara-
jipson-matt&pid=196186357

Memorial 

Sunday, 

June 28, 2020

3:45 PM Eastern 
Time

2:45 PM 
Central Time

1:45 PM Mountain 
Time

12:45 PM Pacific 
Time

The Google link to 
access it is 
provided 
below. Just click 
on it and, if 
prompted, allow 
google to access 
your camera and 
microphone. If you 
instead wish to 
call in by phone, 
there's a number 
listed below as 
well. You can test 
the link ahead of 
time to make sure 
you're set to go (it 
won't let you into 
the actual service 
of course but 
you'll know you're 
on the right track if 
you see video of 
yourself and clear 
circles with white 
microphone and 
camera outlines in 
them). If you have 
questions prior to 
the event, please 
feel free to email 
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or call (563) 505-
2363.

In keeping 
with Quaker 
tradition, the 
memorial will 
be based in 
silence, with 
anyone 
interested in 
sharing a 
message, 
remembrance 
or song, 
being 
welcomed to 
do so. 

Special Announcement
Unitarian Universalist Association

We have a big experiment coming up for the Unitarian Universalist Association and that is our first ever 
Virtual General Assembly (GA) – our annual gathering of UUs from across our congregations and across the 
world – happening June 24-28! I invite you, as leaders in your congregation, to register for virtual GA and to 
share the invitation with your congregation.

Register for Virtual General Assembly

Two weeks ago, I got a taste of some of the powerful content that will be a part of virtual GA when I 
participated in the UU the Vote: How We Thrive online event. It began with a rendition of “We Shall Be 
Known” by MaMuse performed by the UU the Vote choir and conducted by the incredible Jen Hayman, Music 
Director at All Souls Church Unitarian in Washington, D.C.

As the music began, my eyes filled with tears. To hear Unitarian Universalists from all over the country, many 
of whom I know and love, singing in a virtual space and being able to sing along with them – it moved my 
heart and spirit in a way that only music can. I needed it.

There are so many things I miss in this time of physical distance. There have also been beautiful, unexpected 
gifts. It is my hope that we will continue with some of the new ways we’ve found to gather even after this 
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pandemic, because we’ve found them to be inclusive and meaningful. This includes opportunities created by 
a 100% virtual General Assembly.

For example, I invite your congregation to make GA Sunday Morning Worship your service on June 28. The 
Rev. Joan Javier Duval, minister of the Unitarian Church of Montpelier, Vermont, is leading the service, along 
with the Rev. Mykal Slack, Community Minister for Worship and Spiritual Care for Black Lives of Unitarian 
Universalism (BLUU), and Benjie Messer, Music Director at the UU Congregation of Phoenix who will lead the 
over 140 member virtual choir! I’ve also been told that Ysaÿe Barnwell and Emma’s Revolution will perform 
during the service.

The service will stream live two times on Sunday, at 10 a.m. Eastern/9 a.m. Central and again at 10 a.m. 
Pacific/11 a.m. Mountain. Imagine having 1,000 congregations and 100,000 UU’s sharing worship that 
reaches across the globe!

I am excited to experience and learn from our virtual business sessions. This year, the reduced costs may 
make it possible for every congregation to send a delegate to GA. What will we learn from this experience 
that we can carry forward to continue to have the governance of the Association be more widely participatory 
and inclusive?

As always, GA will feature prominent leaders from within and beyond our tradition. I am looking forward to 
the Ware Lecture by Naomi Klein, as well as our Featured Speaker Series that includes authors such as 
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, Robyn Henderson-Espinoza, Howard Bryant, and Unitarian Universalists Rosemary 
Bray McNatt and Elías Ortega (Presidents of Starr King School for the Ministry and Meadville Lombard 
Theological School, respectively), and former UUA President John Buehrens.

While I will dearly miss being in person with thousands of Unitarian Universalists, I am excited about the 
opportunity virtual GA offers for more people to be a part of the conversations, inspiration, and connection of 
GA. We are definitely learning as we go. Trying to pull off a large-scale virtual event in such a short time, in 
the midst of a global pandemic, is an enormous lift. So I remember my own words: “Perfection is not the 
goal.” Connection, community, spiritual growth, love, and justice – these are the values that guide us and 
bring us together.

Thank you for amplifying the information for GA with your congregation. I hope you and your congregation 
will participate in new ways through the new opportunities available at this year’s virtual General Assembly.



10

COMPOST 2020
Outside composting is again available in the bins on the south 
side of the garage. Please place all new material in bin ONE. 

THE SMALLER THE PIECES, THE BETTER (cut up if 
necessary). 

REMOVE STICKERS FROM FRUITS AND VEGGIE SKINS

 DO ADD: scraps of fresh fruits and vegetables, egg 
shells (crunch up), coffee grounds and filters, tea and tea 
bags, torn up newspaper, white clean napkins, paper towls.  

 DON’T ADD:  meal or bones, fat, dairy, poop, 
twigs.  Thanks

The Giving 
Garden is 
still active! 

Fresh produce is 
needed now more 
than ever at Cafe on 
Vine. We still have 
more to do! Join the 
Giving Garden 
volunteers (working 
within the Environmental Justice Project) by 
contacting Heather B. 
at h_brinks@yahoo.com.
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Zoom Video Conferencing Training is available for your current classroom/gathering 
needs. Please click on the link to watch a tutorial

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting-

Or contact Rev. Jay for further details.

Thank you.

As you know ... the UUCQC grounds have been closed due to the recent world events. The office staff has 
been diligently working to keep things running smoothly with modified office hours. Nichole is in the office 
one or two days a week and works from home most days. If you need any assistance, please use the office 
email and allow some time for us to fulfill your request. We are doing our best to stay connected and SAFE 
throughout this time! Miss you all and look forward to when we can all gather together again!

UUCQC OFFICE HOURS
modified
Nichole (office@uucqc.org)
563.359.0816

REV. JAY WOLIN
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Call 563.359.0816 or email minister@uucqc.org

UU NEWS Submission Deadline: 
Every Wednesday at 10 AM. No exceptions.
office@uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities www.uucqc.org
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