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thethinker@dennisdarland.com

From: Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <beth@uucqc.ccsend.com> on 

behalf of Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <office@uucqc.org>

Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2020 11:36 AM

To: thethinker@dennisdarland.com

Subject: News UU Can Use ...

UU NEWS JULY 22

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a 
glance upcoming events at the UUCQC.

*Please note: This is only a partial list of upcoming 
events. A full calendar can be found at 

www.uucqc.org

VIEW SITE

Are You Staying Connected?

THIS SUNDAY @ 10 AM

NEXT SUNDAY @ 10 AM
August 2
"All Ages Service"
Aubrey Ryan, Director of Religious Education

TBD
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July 26
"Harry Potter nd Religiosity"
Rev. Jay Wolin

Last year I led a service on the 
Book Series Harry Potter. I 
realized there is such a depth of 
topics surrounding the series that 
I thought I would make it an 
annual event. In this service I will 
explore what lessons we can take 
about how the story connects to 
religion and spirituality. 

Please connect through Zoom via 
computer, app or phone 

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/112081914
Meeting ID: 112 081 914

Phone In:1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

We will open the zoom room at 9:30 
AM and give brief instructions on how 
to operate within zoom. If you need 
help accessing zoom, please contact 
Rev. Jay Wolin. This week we 
encourage you to stay after service 
and we will have a virtual coffee hour. 
There is a way to break out into small 
groups on zoom. We hope to continue 
to add online programming for small 
group discussion, adult religious 
education and just virtual connecting. 
Stay tuned for more information.

Please connect through Zoom via 
computer, app or phone 

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/112081914
Meeting ID: 112 081 914

Phone In:1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

We will open the zoom room at 9:30 
AM and give brief instructions on how 
to operate within zoom. If you need 
help accessing zoom, please contact 
Rev. Jay Wolin. This week we 
encourage you to stay after service 
and we will have a virtual coffee hour. 
There is a way to break out into small 
groups on zoom. We hope to continue 
to add online programming for small 
group discussion, adult religious 
education and just virtual connecting. 
Stay tuned for more information.

This month, we share the plate with 

Share the Plate - JULY

Over the last few months, COVID-19 has ravaged 
immigration detention centers, killing people who 
came to the United States seeking refuge–not 
death in a cage. Meanwhile, police violence 
against Black communities has continued 
unabated, cutting short the lives of too many men, 
women, and children.

To protect our lives, to protect our communities, 
and to protect our future, we must act. Eastern 
Iowa Bond Project pays criminal bail for people 
arrested protesting police violence. They will also 
pay immigration bond for people outside Iowa to 
protect them from the pandemic. 

Please be as generous as you are able!
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Eastern Iowa 
Community Bond 

Project

Credit: adapted from the Eastern Iowa Community Bond Project website.

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY
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Register Now

 Do you long for a prayerful, safe, open space for conversations about race?
 Do you desire to address racism and white supremacy from a contemplatively 

grounded stance?
 Do you long to speak from the heart and listen from the heart in the journey 

toward healing and justice?

If so, then join Fay Acker, Shalem board member and adjunct staff, and Margaret 
Benefiel, Shalem executive director, in a day of sharing our individual stories, listening 
deeply to one another, and listening for God in our midst. Our intention is to take one 

small step toward creating the Beloved Community, the kin-dom of God on earth 
through gathering with a receptive presence to deep reality. 

We will gather on Zoom, create a prayerful space, listen, and have time for silence 
and words.

Fay C. Acker– Fay is ordained in the Presbyterian Church USA and 
serves as a Minister Member at Large, having previously served as a 
Parish Associate at Northminster Presbyterian Church. Margaret 
Benefiel– Executive Director of Shalem, holds a PhD in Spirituality from 
Catholic University and an MA in Theology from Earlham School of 
Religion. 

Learn More & Register

Fay C. Acker . Margaret Benefiel 

SOCIAL JUSTICE

@ 6:30 PM

Zoom Link: 
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/99399408776
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JULY 27 - FOCUS
Protecting Biodiversity: Species Conservation at Niabi Zoo

Presentation by Joel Vanderbush, Curator of Education and 
Conservation at Niabi Zoo 

Starting Thursday, July 30
6:30-7:30

     and every Thursday after

At our last Pastoral Care Meeting we found 
ourselves sharing our concerns over the effects of 
the current state of our society. The conversation 
ranged from the corona virus, to political division 
and everything in between. There was a common 
theme underlying all, of an apprehension of how to 
navigate the issues that arise every day and 

making choices for what is best for ourselves and those we care about. After our sharing, we 
all felt lighter, and sensed that we were embraced and understood.

That awareness is our impetus to begin a weekly zoom “Time to Talk“ starting Thursday, July 
30 from 6:30 to 7:30 for anyone in the congregation desiring support and community. We 
invite you to join in the zoom even if you enter late or have to leave early. It will be facilitated 
by two members of the Pastoral Care Team with no agenda except where the conversation 
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takes us. We will listen to each other, share concerns, thoughts and ideas, and grow through 
each other’s experiences and humanness. We will avoid negativity or blaming, and focus on 
affirming and supporting each other. A link to "Time to Talk" thru zoom will be sent out a day 
or two before Thursday, July 30. 

It has been said that sharing with each other doubles the joy and halves the burdens. May we 
find this to be true in “Time to Talk.”

Pastoral Care Team

Extended Leadership 
Experience

(Virtual MidWest Leadership 
School 2020)

We are changing the starting date for the 
Extended Leadership Experience (ELE)—we 
realized that there was just too much behind the 
scenes work that needed to be done before we 
launch. And so in order to be ready, the program 
will begin on September 12, 2020 (the former second session); we will continue 
with sessions on October 3rd and 24th, and have added November 14th as the 
final date. Registration will be live by early August, and we will let you know when 
that happens. If you have questions, please feel free to reach out to Lisa 
Presley, lpresley@uua.org, and she will get back to you as soon as possible.

The Giving 
Garden is 
producing! 

Fresh produce is needed now more 
than ever at Cafe on Vine. We still 
have more to do! Join the Giving 
Garden volunteers (working within the 
Environmental Justice Project) by 
contacting Heather B. 
at h_brinks@yahoo.com.
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After serving as Acting Chair of the 
Grounds Team, for a little over a 
year, I am retiring from that position. 
John and I are leaving the area at 
the end of summer, so, while I am 
here I hope to help make the 
transition to new leadership.

I realize that few of us join a 
congregation in order to help 
manage the property, but working on 
the Grounds Team is a marvelous 
way to ensure that our corner of 
Earth supports the mission and 
vision of the congregation. This is not 
about growing flowers -- although 

there are some lovely gardens to maintain. This is about managing our trees, prairie, 
turf/garden/weeds, and hardscape (think parking lot!) in service of our mission.

The Grounds Team has an extensive management plan developed during 2019 to help guide four 
groups that focus on these areas. There are all kinds of opportunities for people of many interests 
and skills, and the new organization attempts to make many manageable roles, rather than 
depend on just a few people. These roles can be taken on by an individual, a couple, a group of 
friends, or a family. The difficult physical work is done primarily by vendors, but we need people 
who will work with those vendors.

Please contact me at annhailey@mchsi.com to learn more and see how you could fit in. If not 
you, then who? If not now, then when?
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Ann Hailey
Acting Chair, Grounds Team for a couple weeks more

Zoom Video Conferencing Training is available for your current 
classroom/gathering needs. Please click on the link to watch a tutorial

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362193-How-Do-I-Join-A-Meeting-

Or contact Rev. Jay for further details.

Thank you.

As you know ... the UUCQC grounds have been closed due to the recent world events. The 
office staff has been diligently working to keep things running smoothly with modified office 
hours. Nichole is in the office one or two days a week and works from home most days. If you 
need any assistance, please use the office email and allow some time for us to fulfill your 
request. We are doing our best to stay connected and SAFE throughout this time! Miss you 
all and look forward to when we can all gather together again!
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UUCQC OFFICE HOURS
modified
Nichole (office@uucqc.org)
563.359.0816

REV. JAY WOLIN
Call 563.359.0816 or email minister@uucqc.org

UU NEWS Submission Deadline: 
Every Wednesday at 10 AM. No exceptions.
office@uucqc.org

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities
www.uucqc.org
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