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dennis.darland@hotmail.com

From: Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <beth@uucqc.ccsend.com> on 
behalf of Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <office@uucqc.org>

Sent: Friday, December 3, 2021 9:16 AM
To: dennis.darland@hotmail.com
Subject: News UU Can Use ...
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UU NEWS 
 

DECEMBER 2
 

 

  

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

  

 

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a glance 
upcoming events at the UUCQC. 
 

*Please note: This is only a partial list of upcoming events. A full 
calendar can be found at www.uucqc.org 

VIEW SITE 

  

 

UU Principles 
 
1st Principle: The inherent worth and dignity of every 
person;  
2nd Principle: Justice, equity and compassion in human 
relations;  
3rd Principle: Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;  
4th Principle: A free and responsible search for truth and 
meaning;  
5th Principle: The right of conscience and the use of the 
democratic process within our congregations and in society 
at large;  
6th Principle: The goal of world community with peace, 
liberty, and justice for all;  
7th Principle: Respect for the interdependent web of all 
existence of which we are a part.  
8th Principle: We, the member congregations of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and 
promote: journeying toward spiritual wholeness by working 
to build a diverse multicultural Beloved Community by our 
actions that accountably dismantle racism and other 
oppressions in ourselves and our institutions.  

 

These are the Six Sources our congregations affirm and promote:

 
 Direct experience of that transcending mystery and 

wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a 
renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which 
create and uphold life; 

 Words and deeds of prophetic people which challenge us 
to confront powers and structures of evil with justice, 
compassion, and the transforming power of love; 

 Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our 
ethical and spiritual life; 

 Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to 
God's love by loving our neighbors as ourselves; 

 Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the 
guidance of reason and the results of science, and warn us 
against idolatries of the mind and spirit; 

 Spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions which 
celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in 
harmony with the rhythms of nature.  

 

 

  

  

ONLINE and IN PERSON SERVICE 
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THIS SUNDAY @ 10 AM 
December 5 
"The Question of Evil" 
Rev. Jay Wolin 
 
In November I spoke about the inherent 
goodness within humanity. If we are inherently 
good, why is there is evil in the world? How do 
we define evil? How have religions historically 
understood it? In light of modern and 
postmodern psychological and sociological 
learnings how can we understand evil today. 
What if anything can be done about evil? 
 
 

Opening 
#21~ Light One Candle  

Special Music 
Don't Stop Believin' for Four Hands 

by Steve Perry, Neal Schon, and Jonathan Cain, soloists Justin 
Lebo & John Whitson 

Closing 
#131 ~ Love Will Guide Us  

 

NEXT SUNDAY @ 10 AM 
December 12 
"Opening to Joy" 
Rev. Jay Wolin 

As we are in the midst of the Holiday Season, it 
can be a difficult time for many. For many 
others though it is a time when they are open 
to joy in their lives when other times they would 
not be. Why are we more open to joy during 
the holidays? What can we all intentionally do 
to be more open to joy now, and at all times in 
our lives? As I think about this, I also wonder 
what is Joy?  
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Please connect through YouTube via computer, app or phone  
 

The direct link to the Livestream service is: 
Sunday Service "The Question of Evil" Rev. Jay Wolin - YouTube 
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Please subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg9eqKD5SW8FZ0eWW_EiCxw  
 

If you miss our live streaming on Sundays - you can catch it here! 
(along with other programming) 

 

 

Share the 
Plate - 

DECEMBER  

This month, we share the plate with  
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Please be as generous as you are able!  
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The Joy of Socks 
#GivingTuesday 
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FROM THE HEART OF THE MINISTER 
 

When I was a child, I hated getting clothes as a gift. As a child, I had no idea what the costs were involved in running a 
household. I just saw my friends getting cool toys and I wanted them. When I had children, I was happy to spend too much 
money on toys for my children. What I found was that many of them would end up getting broken or eventually thrown out. 
The truth is, my children’s favorite toys (after video games) were empty boxes that we would build forts out of. As I have 
gotten older, I have less need of material things. I was thrilled last year to received some thermal socks to keep me warmer 
during the winter.  
 
It is at this time of year that we focus intentionally on giving. At different times in our lives, we have different needs and 
different abilities to give. As you are considering giving this time of year, we ask that you consider giving a gift to the 
Congregation. I ask you to think about how important the Congregation has been in your life, or could be in your life and in 
the community. There are many ways to give.  
 

 Give Time    ~ Give time to someone else. Do a kind deed. Take the time to call someone you have not seen 
in a while. Or perhaps visit someone who is in a nursing home, or lives alone and is homebound.  

 Give Voice     ~     Give voice to the issues that are important to you. Call and write your elected officials. 
Write a letter to the editor. Talk to your relatives during the holidays. Let your words make a difference in the 
world.   

 Give Skills    ~      We have many needs for volunteers. What skills or gifts do you have that you can share 
with the Congregation or fellow members. Cooking? Knitting? Finances? Fundraising? Building Repairs? 
Technology? Spiritual Practices? Social Justice? These are just some of the many ways to connect to the 
congregation and congregants  

 Share our Mission ~ Let others know who we are and what our values are. Invite your friends and 
acquaintances to the Congregation. Share the Congregation’s posts on Facebook.   

 Give Money   ~     Yes, we still need money. There is no more money coming in from the government’s 
payroll protection program that allowed us to maintain our staff during COVID. In order to offer the programs 
we do and maintain this beautiful building and campus we do need money. Please consider giving a special 
year end gift in addition to your annual contribution/pledge to financially support the Congregation.  

 
I know this year I am expecting and will be happy to receive some new warm clothing under my holiday tree this year. For 
the most part, I have been fortunate in my life not to have to worry about the basic needs in life. Due to that, I know I will be 
giving extra to the Congregation and the Community this holiday season. I ask you to consider doing the same.  
Thank you for considering this request.  
 
with a grateful heart  
Rev. Jay 

 

Donate via Realm 

  

 

#GivingTuesday 
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A Message from the Board of Directors RE: COVID 
 

The COVID Task Force and Board have started working on updating our covid phases, opening and 
mitigation policies to take into account vaccines. Following the CDC guidelines for schools, we are going to 
remain open with additional mitigations in the lower phases. 
 
Iowa positive transmission rates for COVID on average for the past 7 days are 14% 
 
We are in Phase 1. 
 
We will be open for service, with only vaccinated adults, distancing, masking, additional air filtration 
systems and proper hygiene 
 
Children’s RE will be downstairs separate from adults. 
 
We are delaying opening the pre-k, until further discussion can be had. 
 
There will be no childcare. 
 
The task force and board will continue to work on adapting this policy weekly to adapt to ever changing 
circumstances. It seems COVID is here to stay for a while and we need to strategize a way to stay 
sustainable while mitigating risk as much as possible. 
 
We strongly suggest that you consider your and your family’s health condition before attending. 
 
Thank you for your support and understanding in these uncertain times.  
 
Board of Directors. 
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CLICK ON LINK for more information and to register! 
https://forms.gle/e7KTgZrTC3Rv9EKv6  

 

OWL ... Education for UU 

Honest, accurate information about sexuality 
changes lives. It dismantles stereotypes and 
assumptions, builds self-acceptance and self-
esteem, fosters healthy relationships, improves 
decision making, and has the potential to save 
lives. For these reasons and more, we are 
proud to offer Our Whole Lives (OWL), a 
comprehensive, lifespan sexuality education 
curricula. 
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THANKSGIVING 

As Thanksgiving draws near, I begin to think about how 
much fun it was to know that my family would prepare for 
and pack up the car to head to my grandparent’s farm in 
Illinois. As a child that drive always seemed like it took 
forever when in reality it was a mere three hours. Knowing 
we would arrive and see my aunt, uncle, grandparents, 
cousins and sometimes the closest neighbors was always 
exciting. And the anticipation of the Thanksgiving feast 
couldn’t be forgotten! My grandmother was the best cook 
– except for my mother and father who also were 
exceptional! (But then, isn’t it always best when someone 
else cooks it!?)  
 
Once there, the sights, sounds, smells and work of being 
on a farm were many! Not only did the house smell of all 
the yumminess we were eventually going to feast upon for 
dinner, (often the outside did NOT smell good!) but the 
fields needed to be plowed, the farm animals needed to 
be fed, the cows needed to be milked, the eggs needed to 
be gathered and cleaned…..there was so much to do!  
 
As a kid I don’t think I ever really thought about all that 
encompassed “getting ready” for a holiday feast or the fact 
that there was so much to be grateful for on that farm! (I 
wasn’t an unappreciative kid. I just never took the time to 
realize that!) And getting ready for Thanksgiving Day or 
our Christmas meal WAS a big deal for life on the farm! 
Looking back, I can now appreciate with more gratitude 
the work that my grandparents and uncle did each and 
every day. The long hours of feeding and taking care of 
the farm animals and working the fields until long after 
dark. That those animals provided the eggs and bacon we 
ate, the milk we drank and used for baking. Working those 
fields provided the vegetables and grains…. The times my 
grandmother (then with my mom’s help once we arrived) 
spent making sure everything was “just right” in setting the 
table and providing the best and biggest feasts I can 
remember! I miss those times! 
 
But as an adult I find much to be grateful for each and 
every day! As I anticipate being (safely) together with 
extended family and friends this Thanksgiving, I am 
reminded of all I have to be thankful for. There is so much. 
I’m also reminded of the song that my grandmother and 
mother used to sing to me that still sticks in my head 
during this time of year. Recalling what I thought to be a 
“simpler time” in life, this poem/song captures the sense of 
excitement and celebration I felt! (And still try to feel 
today!) Maybe you can sing it too! 
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Thanksgiving Day by Lydia Maria Child 
 
Over the river and through the wood, 
To grandfather’s house we go; 
The horse knows the way 
To carry the sleigh 
Through the white and drifted snow. 
 
Over the river and through the wood – 
Oh, how the wind does blow! 
It stings the toes 
And bites the nose, 
As over the ground we go. 
 
Over the river and through the wood 
Trot fast, my dapple-gray! 
Spring over the ground, 
Like a hunting hound! 
For this is Thanksgiving Day. 
 
Over the river and through the wood, 
And straight to the barnyard gate. 
We seem to go 
Extremely slow, - 
It is so hard to wait! 
 
Over the river and through the wood, 
Now grandmother’s cap I spy! 
Hurrah for the fun! 
Is the pudding done? 
Hurrah for the pumpkin pie! 
 
 
 
Lydia Maria Child (Feb. 11, 1802 – Oct. 20, 1880) born in 
Medford Massachusetts, was a poet and novelist best 
known for her books on domestic life and racial equality and 
her work as an abolitionist. This poem, originally published 
in 1844 by Lydia was titled “The New-England Boy’s Song 
about Thanksgiving Day.” The original poem contained 12 
verses. (The one I have used is a shortened one and the 
one sung to me by my grandmother and mother, but other 
versions can be found online and in various books.) Over 
time it was then set to music by an unknown composer and 
many children have grown up singing this song! 
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I hope that you can still find much to be grateful for even in 
these unsettled times. 
Hurrah for the pumpkin pie! (Or whichever you like best!)
 
 

Ann Herington 
Pastoral Care Associate 
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Kathleen Carter remains at the Masonic 
Center ~ 

Your cards, notes, postcards are all ways of letting 
Kathleen know we are supporting her on her 
journey. Following is the contact information you will 
need: 
 
Kathleen Carter - Memory Care Unit 
Iowa Masonic Health Center 
2500 Grant Street 
Bettendorf, IA 52722 

 

A Note About Sue Witte ~ 

Sue remains in the Memory Care facility at Senior 
Star. She has unpredictable days of welcoming friends, 
but knowing that you can pop in and will be able to tell 
quickly if it’s a good day. However, Sue does enjoy cards, 
notes, or any regular mail if that works better for you. Her 
address remains: 
 
Sue Witte 
Senior Star Memory Care Unit 
4500 Elmore Avenue 
Davenport, IA 52807 
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What is COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY?  
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“You just call on me brother when you need a hand.”  
 

In a previous newsletter, you were introduced 
to the purpose of the Committee on Ministry 
(COM). Broadly, it is to support both the 
minister and ministries of the Congregation by 
facilitating direct and constructive 
communication among members of the 
congregation as well as between members and 
the minister and staff.  

We will then facilitate a process for the participants to 
gain awareness and understanding in order to develop 
potential solutions that result in positive outcomes that 
all can live with. We will follow up until the process is 
completed. 
  
We also may see the benefit of inviting those involved in 
an obvious conflict to meet with us. We know in life we 
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Additionally, we will assist with the resolution 
of conflicts. How can you call on us to lend a 
hand if you’ve got troubles and need someone 
to lean on?  
 
 First, we ask you to make an effort to talk 
directly to the person with whom you have the 
issue. Perhaps you can see it as the two of you 
having contrasting needs that lead you to want 
different solutions. By understanding the 
other’s needs, you may understand the reason 
for their choice. With this info, you might find 
some middle ground to resolve this 
issue. Sometimes you still don't agree but you 
might feel heard and better understood by the 
other party. Perhaps then you decide to handle 
the outcome individually in non-competing but 
different ways.   
 
Easier said than done? Yes, it takes effort but 
is usually worth it! You maintain the 
relationship for easier days! A COM member 
can coach you as you prepare for this 
conversation.   
  
Should there not be a resolution, the next step 
is to go to the minister for assistance as long 
as it does not involve him/her/them.    
  
If the issue involves the minister or it has not 
been resolved with ministerial assistance, your 
next step is to call on the COM to lend a 
hand. When there is a need for formal COM  
assistance, you would write a letter to the 
chairperson briefly expressing your 
concern. Your name and the names of those 
directly involved must be stated.  If they have 
not done so, the other person would be asked 
to write their statement and agree to 
participate.  

 

all have misunderstandings, misdirections, and make 
mistakes. How we recover from those can determine our 
next direction. Our goal is to support all to feel and 
know their value as members of the Beloved Community.  
  
This is a confidential process with the intent to keep 
avenues of communication open, to honor the needs of 
people for privacy, to facilitate the well-being of all 
involved, to allow time for resolution, to avoid harmful 
misinformation and gossip, and to minimize the 
possibility of escalation. This is your UU community 
where we want you to live comfortably. You have our 
support to work through any tension. 
  
Presently, we are involved in a deep review of the 
process of conflict resolution. Our intention is to 
strengthen our skills of support for finding resolutions 
when there is dissension in the Congregation. Our 
sincere desire is to be a part of developing our Beloved 
Community. 
Dana Rosenberg 
(Chairperson)                                                                    
Lucia Auman 
Marcy Doyle  
Mike Lazio 
Joanne Maciejko 
Catherine Weideman  
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PLEDGES FUNDED BY IRA MINIMUM REQUIRED DISTRIBUTIONS 
 

For those of us over age 72 with IRA accounts, we are required to take distributions each year. For some of us, part of this 
distribution money is unneeded. We pay tax and the remainder goes into savings. The law now allows us to donate part of 
this mandatory IRA distribution without paying taxes. The past two years I have used this method to pay my UUCQC 
pledge. You avoid the tax restrictions on normal donations, and you are transferring untaxed IRA money to the 
Congregation. The mechanics on your tax return can be a bit tricky, so discuss this tax/charitable strategy with your tax 
accountant. And you will need to work with your financial advisor to get the ball rolling. 
 
If your IRA balance is substantial, and you have more than sufficient assets to fund your retirement and make legacy 
transfers to family, consider naming the Congregation as one of the beneficiaries of your IRA. Regular IRA assets are fully 
taxable when left to family, or friends and must be paid out over ten years (spouses excepted) under recent tax law 
changes. The Congregation, on the other hand, will receive full untaxed benefit. 
 
These IRA planning suggestions are general in nature and not intended as advice for your specific situation. You should 
consult your tax accountant, financial advisor or other professionals before proceeding. 

 

  

  
 

  
 

  

Fundraising Time ... 
 

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 

 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 

To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 

 

 
 

 Fundraising code UNITARIA001 
on giftitforward.com  

 
 "free shipping" via FedEx to 

anywhere in 48 states. They are 
about $50 each and we will get $8 
in profit for each one sold. 

 
 Taking pre-orders now. They will 

take orders right up to Christmas 
on giftitforward.com  
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Skip Black Friday this year and donate to charity, or if 
you decide to shop…. 

 

Spend your $ at stores and on items that reflect your values. 
Recycle packaging when you can.  

Boycott items with lots of packaging and plastic.  
Consider consumable gifts  

(restaurant gift cards, outdoor activities, music lessons, or membership to National Parks, or 
green organizations.) 

Give a gift of your time or talent. 
Wrap with cloth/newsprint, use gift bags, etc. Gift wrap is not recyclable. 

Read The Better World Shopping Guide by Ellis Jones which evaluates companies based on 
human rights, environment/animal protection, community improvement and social justice issues.

 
 

  
 

  

Zoom Request? 

Do you need help setting up a zoom 
meeting? Please contact Nichole at 
office@uucqc.org  
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 UU Ukes 

Sunday 
 
Dec 5 @ 11:15 AM 

Meeting in the Sanctuary. 
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The Midwest Earth Holder Community will be facilitating a book club to study the 
new book by Thich Nhat Hanh, Zen and the Art of Saving the Planet. The book club 
will start on Thursday, December 9, from 7:00-8:30 pm (CT) and meet every other 

Thursday from 7:00-8:30 pm (CT) with the last meeting on Thursday, March 3 (seven meetings).  
All meetings will be on Zoom. Each meeting will be facilitated by a Midwest Earth Holder Community Group 
member. Meetings will have a short meditation, a Dharma sharing/talk by the facilitator about the book 
section being studied, a Dharma sharing/discussion in small groups, and a closing with Sharing the Merit.
To register, please go to the following Eventbrite page, then click on View event 
details:https://www.eventbrite.com/x/zen-and-the-art-of-saving-the-planet-book-clubstudy-tickets-
210684381657    
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Have you logged into Realm yet?! 
 

 
Realm can help you stay connected with people and 
groups from the church, and you can also use it to 
track your financial donations/pledges to the church! 
Many of you have already been taking advantage of 
Realm’s features, and we want to thank you for that! 
However, we still have a long way to go!  
 
We are aware that there may be some concerns 
about privacy with your giving. Realm has privacy 
features set in place, and our team has chosen 
settings for the system that are even more secure 
than Realm’s defaults. We consider the giving 
information personal and confidential, which is why it 
is only accessible by a small number of people; the 
people that have access are in positions that have 
traditionally had access to giving information. 
Everyone that has access understands this privileged 
information is not to be shared with others.   
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There is a “realm” of possibilities 
awaiting you! 

If you need help signing in, please contact Phil 
Hammerand at phil.hammerand@gmail.com or 
Diann Herington at heringtd@gmail.com.   
 
Please contact us if you have any further 
questions/concerns or need additional support.  
~The Realm Taskforce 
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As a congregation, we are more connected while we are apart. It is 
a tool that can be used just like the tools we were using before, 
except instead of 3 different tools to accomplish one goal, this 

Consider the REALM of possibilities 
that await setting up your profile ..
 

 Condenses the 
functions of 3 
programs into 1 
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condenses everything into one central location. Only certain staff 
members have access to the pertinent information on the 
administrative 'side' of Realm, while the congregation is able to stay 
connected on the social 'side' of Realm. If you create your account, 
you also have access to your own giving, control your profile, can 
contact members, leaders and find out information in a much more 
efficient way. 
 
We appreciate all of the time, effort and dedication it has taken to 
research, implement and streamline the processes to keep the 
congregation moving forward. To everyone who has jumped on 
board with the process - Thank you so very much. In a world where 
everything is changing so drastically and technology is shifting, it is 
hard to keep up. Your help is so important. You are the real 
champions. This is opening a REALM of possibilities! If we are all 
connected - we can advance in ways that we can all benefit! 

 

 
 Keeps congregation 

connected via 
 internal 

communication
 

 attendance 
tracking for 
COVID tracing

 
 Individual giving 

records and access
 

 Membership 
directory/profile 
control 

 
 Access to joining 

Small Groups and 
receiving first hand 
information of 
activities of the 
Congregation 

 
 Accessible with 

mobile devices 
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NEW FEATURE FOR ZOOM – Closed Captioning!! 

As an Attendee joining a Meeting with Rev Live Captions 
Attendee 1. Join a Zoom Meeting with Rev Live Captions enabled. 

 ·       Rev Live Captions are available in the Meeting whenever you see a red “LIVE” indicator in the 
upper left corner of the Zoom window.  
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 Rev Live Captions will only become available after the Host joins the meeting – and not before. After the host 
leaves the meeting, Rev Live Captions will not be available. 

 
Attendee 2. Show the captions. 

 In the bottom of the Zoom window, click the “^” up arrow button next to “Closed Caption” and then click 
on “Show Subtitle” to start displaying Rev Live Captions in your Zoom Meeting. 
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Note: this setting affects only your Zoom window. Each participant will have the option to show / 
hide Rev Live Captions in their Zoom window.  

    To hide Rev Live Captions in your Zoom window, click the “^” up arrow next to “Closed Caption” 
and then click on “Hide Subtitle”.  
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The UU News will be sent on Thursdays until further notice to 
include the most recent updates on community COVID activity and how it 

affects our Congregation.  
 

  

  

As you know ... the UUCQC grounds have been closed due to the recent world events. The office staff has been diligently 
working to keep things running smoothly with modified office hours. PLEASE NOTE: it is difficult for us to retrieve voice 
mails in a timely manner. If you need any assistance, please use the office email and allow some time for us to fulfill your 
request. We are doing our best to stay connected and SAFE throughout this time! We miss you all and look forward to when 
we can all gather together again! 

 

 

 

  

UUCQC OFFICE HOURS 

modified (9am - 1pm) M-F  
Nichole (office@uucqc.org)  
563.359.0816 
 

REV. JAY WOLIN 
Call 563.359.0816 or email minister@uucqc.org  

 

UU NEWS Submission Deadline: 
Every Wednesday at 10 AM. No exceptions. 
office@uucqc.org 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities www.uucqc.org  
 

    

  

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities | 3707 Eastern Avenue, Davenport, IA 52807  

Unsubscribe dennis.darland@hotmail.com  

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent by office@uucqc.org powered by  
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Trusted Email from Constant Contact - Try it FREE today.

 
Try email marketing for free today!  
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