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dennis.darland@hotmail.com

From: Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <beth@uucqc.ccsend.com> on 
behalf of Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <office@uucqc.org>

Sent: Thursday, December 16, 2021 12:18 PM
To: dennis.darland@hotmail.com
Subject: News UU Can Use ...

 

 

 

  

UU NEWS 
 

DECEMBER 16
 

 

  

  

 

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a glance 
upcoming events at the UUCQC. 
 

*Please note: This is only a partial list of upcoming events. A full 
calendar can be found at www.uucqc.org 

VIEW SITE 

  

 

UU Principles 
 
1st Principle: The inherent worth and dignity of every 
person;  
2nd Principle: Justice, equity and compassion in human 
relations;  

These are the Six Sources our congregations affirm and promote:

 
 Direct experience of that transcending mystery and 

wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a 
renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces which 
create and uphold life; 
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3rd Principle: Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations;  
4th Principle: A free and responsible search for truth and 
meaning;  
5th Principle: The right of conscience and the use of the 
democratic process within our congregations and in society 
at large;  
6th Principle: The goal of world community with peace, 
liberty, and justice for all;  
7th Principle: Respect for the interdependent web of all 
existence of which we are a part.  
8th Principle: We, the member congregations of the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, covenant to affirm and 
promote: journeying toward spiritual wholeness by working 
to build a diverse multicultural Beloved Community by our 
actions that accountably dismantle racism and other 
oppressions in ourselves and our institutions.  

 

 Words and deeds of prophetic people which challenge us 
to confront powers and structures of evil with justice, 
compassion, and the transforming power of love; 

 Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our 
ethical and spiritual life; 

 Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to 
God's love by loving our neighbors as ourselves; 

 Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the 
guidance of reason and the results of science, and warn us 
against idolatries of the mind and spirit; 

 Spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions which 
celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in 
harmony with the rhythms of nature.  

 

 

  

  

ONLINE and IN PERSON SERVICE 
 

  

  

Please connect through YouTube via computer, app or phone  
 

The direct link to the Livestream service is: 

Sunday Service "St. Nicholas" Rev. Jay Wolin - YouTube 
 

 

  

 

 

THIS SUNDAY @ 10 AM 
December 19 
"St. Nicholas" 
Rev. Jay Wolin 
 
As we prepare for the Christmas Holiday, I 
thought I would explore the story of Santa 
Claus. Who is St. Nicholas who this story is 

 

NEXT SUNDAY @ 10 AM 
December 26 
"Endings and Resolutions" 
Rev. Jay Wolin 

The end of the year is a time to reflect on the 
prior year. It is a time to grieve the losses we 
have had. It is also a time to remember where 
and how we were resilient in the face of 
adversity and where and how we moved 
forward with our lives. Lastly it is a time to 
pause and look forward to the next year.  What 
are we resolved to do? Why do we so often fail 
at our resolutions? How do we make them in a 
time with so much unknown?  
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based on, and how and why did we come to 
celebrate Christmas in its current form?  
 
 

Opening 
#346 ~ Come, Sing a Song With Me (verses 1,2, 4)  

Special Music 
Up On the Housetop 

& Ashley Almquist, Clarinet 
Closing 

#1057 ~ Go Lifted Up  
 

  
 

  

  

 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89258589515?pwd=VGJSNnU2bXY4L1hmMys5L0hYek1PZz09 
 
Meeting ID: 892 5858 9515  
Passcode: 168056  

 

 

 

TUESDAY @ 6 PM 
December 21 
"Solstice" 
Gale Springer & Diana Schneider 
 
We honor the longest night 
of the year and the turning of 
the season from fall to 
winter, we will enjoy some 
beautiful music and 
readings. We will also have 
time for all to share any 
reflections that you may 
have on the past year and 
hope for the upcoming year.   

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Please subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCg9eqKD5SW8FZ0eWW_EiCxw  
 

If you miss our live streaming on Sundays - you can catch it here! 
(along with other programming) 

 

 

Share the 
Plate - 

DECEMBER  

This month, we share the plate with  
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Please be as generous as you are able!  
 

 

 

 

  

From the Chair of the Board of Trustees 
 

Hello to all,  
I am Alice Martin, new chair-person of the Board. 
I am writing this to you to fulfill a commitment of the Board to be transparent in our governance of the congregation. As I 
was contemplating the content of my message to you, I came across the word, ‘wonder’ in the book, Nothing Special, Living 
Zen by Charlotte Joko Beck. As I understand it, wonder is ingrained in the nature of life itself. It is something intangible that 
calls us to immerse ourselves in the intricate unfolding of the universe in all its aspects. Oh, the wonder of it all! To stand in 
contemplation of such a gift is to see that wonder is grounded in change, for without change, there would be nothing to 
stand in wonderment of. The question needs to be asked: How does this apply to us? 
  
We, in our community at UU, are in the transformative stage of change. We are being called to wonder in gratitude where 
we have been, to honestly wonder where we are now, and wonderment of the potential to grow into who we maintain we 
want to be- a Beloved Community.  
  
One of the changes our community is undergoing is in our Board of Trustees. Since the congregational vote in June of the 
election for Board members, there have been 4 Trustees who have resigned for various reasons due to their life 
situations. Our Leadership Development Committee working with the Board of Trustees have filled two of those positions, 
and are currently working on filling the two remaining positions. At this time, our Board consists of the following: Alice 
Martin- Chair, Colleen Sibthorp- Vice Chair, Stacie Salsbury-Clerk, Alex Barney-Treasurer, Ann Herington-Trustee. 
  
Wonderment is expressed in a heart-felt way for those who have given of themselves to serve our congregation in the past, 
to those who currently serve, and to those yet called to be a part of this ministry of the congregation. As the Chair Person of 
our Board, I am in wonder of our possibilities through this time of change. I feel it in my heart and soul, that what we seek 
shall be found. It will grab us and as David James Duncan writes: “...And once we’re grabbed, we will lose the ability to 
remain unchanged. The capacity to be surprised bleeds into the capacity to be transformed.”  
  
Charlotte Joko Beck would be asked the question, “Is that wonder?” The response she would give, “That’s the wonder.” 
  
Alice Martin- Chair Person of the Board of Trustees 
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CLICK ON LINK for more information and to register! 
https://forms.gle/e7KTgZrTC3Rv9EKv6  

 

OWL ... Education for UU 

Honest, accurate information about sexuality 
changes lives. It dismantles stereotypes and 
assumptions, builds self-acceptance and self-
esteem, fosters healthy relationships, improves 
decision making, and has the potential to save 
lives. For these reasons and more, we are 
proud to offer Our Whole Lives (OWL), a 
comprehensive, lifespan sexuality education 
curricula. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

In a recent Sunday sermon, Reverend Jay spoke of 
the opportunity of finding new possibilities when facing 
disruptive situations. Disagreements with others or with 
life changes where we feel helpless or powerless can 
be one of those possibilities. To manage it well, it can 
be helpful to understand that there is a normal process 
that usually occurs. Then you can see it as a process 
to move through rather than building conflict that 
pervades the Congregation. 
 
So you’re strolling along when the metaphorical 
banana peel trips you up. Your status quo, your 
expected way of life is interrupted. Even if it wasn’t 
always easy and uncomfortable at times, the situation 
was familiar. You knew how to handle it. After services 
one morning, a friend says something that feels 
offensive to you. Or you hear it as misrepresenting 
you. With the introduction of this new element, we 
often feel vulnerable and confused. This can easily 
result in both internal and external chaos. 
 

Our response to what we believe happened and how 
we felt, sends us in our next direction. If you saw your 
friend’s statement as teasing, you might feel happy 
they were being silly and connecting with you. If it 
seemed mean, you could feel angry and hurt. Some 
directions can be of expansion, enjoyment, and 
connection, while others can be of discomfort, 
disruption, and disconnection.  
 
Should you experience the second one within the 
Congregation, we encourage you to talk directly to the 
other person or people involved. It may, or often does, 
surprise them and you may quickly resolve things. If 
you need coaching on how to approach this, the COM 
can help. If you didn’t have a resolution after you 
spoke with them, or maybe you weren’t able to talk to 
them, consult with Reverend Jay. His counsel can 
guide your exploration of the occurrence and possibly 
lead you to insights that will help you find a resolution. 
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It wouldn’t be uncommon for you to experience some 
type of grief reaction. You'd feel confused, angry, or 
even have self-doubt or guilt, feeling you might have 
brought on the unwanted situation. You try to reason 
with your friend but they don’t seem to hear or to 
understand you. When the circumstances that caused 
the disruption continues, you can feel despondent. Or 
again feel angry or confused. 
 
Here’s the Hallelujah news! When it involves our 
Congregation, the COM, as well as Reverend Jay, are 
here to give you assistance. We will support your 
efforts to resolve the situation and explore new 
possibilities. 
 
In our lives, we make meaning, we interpret what we 
see, hear, what we encounter based on, among other 
things, on our beliefs, our past experiences, our 
approach to life. We will have feelings about the 
situation.  

 

Should more be needed to settle the situation, your 
COM is here to aid you through the resolution 
process. We are aware interruptions in our known way 
of life can be disorienting and challenging. Often it is 
difficult to handle conflictual situations in creative 
ways. We know the importance of sorting through any 
chaos in our Congregation. Rather than existing with 
disruption and disconnection, we want it to create new 
possibilities that have life-affirming solutions that build 
connection in our Beloved Community. 
 
Dana Rosenberg (Chairperson)                             
Lucia Auman 
Marcy Doyle  
Mike Lazio 
Joanne Maciejko 
Catherine Weideman 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

Christmas Joys 

Evergreen boughs that fill our homes 
With fragrant Christmas scents, 
Hearts filled with the loving glow  

That Christmas represents; 
Christmas cookies, turkeys stuffed, 

 Festive holly berry, 
Little faces bright with joy,  
Loved ones being merry; 

Parties, songs, beribboned gifts, 
Silver bells that tinkle, 

Christmas trees and ornaments,  
Colorful lights that twinkle; 

Relatives waiting with open arms 
To smile and hug and kiss us; 

 

Because Christmas is so important to my mother, I 
have never missed going home for “Christmas” to visit 
and celebrate except 2020.It is so nice that my mother 
includes any visit in December as a “Christmas” visit. 
Once I was married, my husband and I alternated 
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These are some of the special joys 
That come along with Christmas. 

 
By Joanna Fuchs 

 
Christmas is a time of celebration, family connections 
and traditions. 
As a child, I remember the excitement and anticipation 
of Santa with presents and Christmas music programs 
at school and church. My mother, sister and I shopped 
at the downtown Detroit Hudson’s department store 
where nearly 20 floors enticed us. I still remember the 
roasted chestnuts being sold on the street in front of 
Hudson’s.  However, they smelled better than they 
tasted! 
 
My mother, sister and I always baked homemade 
cookies and candies, with a little “help” from our 
younger brother, who was much better at eating 
them! Cut out cookies with much butter frosting and 
sprinkles were a labor of love and often involved the 
help of friends. Even my best friend from college, who 
was Jewish, came to our family home with her children 
to frost the sugar cookies. I also remember divinity, 
which my mother made so well. I think that it is a “lost” 
candy as so few people make it or even remember it 
today. My husband and I often, prior to the pandemic, 
hosted cookie parties in December at our home. We 
usually made 12-14 different types of cookies and 
candies. 
 
So we have continued our family’s baking tradition.  
I am the only person in my family to live outside of 
Michigan.  

 

actual Christmas at each other’s family homes and 
spent another weekend in December with the other 
extended family. 
 
Now that we both have married nephews and nieces 
with families of their own, it is best for the Perry 
Christmas to be the weekend before Christmas and 
the Goodyear Christmas one or two weeks after 
Christmas. It is a new adventure to actually celebrate 
Christmas here in Davenport with my husband, son, 
and myself. I actually just purchased Christmas plates 
three years ago. 
 
Stockings are still hung by my mother for all of us in 
her Michigan home, even including significant others 
and great grandchildren. Many of us add toys and 
candy to the stockings. In Davenport we still always 
have a live tree, enjoying the wonderful pine smell that 
fills our home. 
 
Even though the traditions of cookies, stockings and 
trees with ornaments are important 
to my family, the most important part of Christmas for 
us, and likely for you, is getting together with extended 
family. As I still have parents at age 91, we will be 
celebrating with them and the rest of my family in 
Michigan again this year. 
 
I hope that all of you will find some Christmas joys with 
remembering and/or celebrating past traditions and 
maybe start some new ones this year.   Merry 
Christmas! 
 
 
 

Susan Perry 
Pastoral Care Associate 

  
 

  

  

 

 

A Note About Sue Witte ~ 

Sue remains in the Memory Care facility at Senior Star. She has unpredictable days of welcoming 
friends, but knowing that you can pop in and will be able to tell quickly if it’s a good day. However, 
Sue does enjoy cards, notes, or any regular mail if that works better for you. Her address remains: 
 
Sue Witte 
Senior Star Memory Care Unit 
4500 Elmore Avenue 
Davenport, IA 52807 

Kathleen Carter remains at the Masonic Center ~ 
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Your cards, notes, postcards are all ways of letting Kathleen know we are supporting her on her 
journey. Following is the contact information you will need: 
 
Kathleen Carter - Memory Care Unit 
Iowa Masonic Health Center 
2500 Grant Street 
Bettendorf, IA 52722 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  
 

  
 

  

  

PLEDGES FUNDED BY IRA MINIMUM REQUIRED DISTRIBUTIONS 
 

For those of us over age 72 with IRA accounts, we are required to take distributions each year. For some of 
us, part of this distribution money is unneeded. We pay tax and the remainder goes into savings. The law 
now allows us to donate part of this mandatory IRA distribution without paying taxes. The past two years I 
have used this method to pay my UUCQC pledge. You avoid the tax restrictions on normal donations, and 
you are transferring untaxed IRA money to the Congregation. The mechanics on your tax return can be a bit 
tricky, so discuss this tax/charitable strategy with your tax accountant. And you will need to work with your 
financial advisor to get the ball rolling. 
 
If your IRA balance is substantial, and you have more than sufficient assets to fund your retirement and 
make legacy transfers to family, consider naming the Congregation as one of the beneficiaries of your 
IRA. Regular IRA assets are fully taxable when left to family, or friends and must be paid out over ten years 
(spouses excepted) under recent tax law changes. The Congregation, on the other hand, will receive full 
untaxed benefit. 
 
These IRA planning suggestions are general in nature and not intended as advice for your specific situation. You 
should consult your tax accountant, financial advisor or other professionals before proceeding. 
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Fundraising Time ... 
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 Fundraising code UNITARIA001 
on giftitforward.com  

 
 "free shipping" via FedEx to 

anywhere in 48 states. They are 
about $50 each and we will get $8 
in profit for each one sold. 

 
 Taking pre-orders now. They will 

take orders right up to Christmas 
on giftitforward.com  

 

 

  

  
 

  

  

  

 

 

Skip Black Friday this year and donate to charity, or if 
you decide to shop…. 

 

Spend your $ at stores and on items that reflect your values. 
Recycle packaging when you can.  

Boycott items with lots of packaging and plastic.  
Consider consumable gifts  

(restaurant gift cards, outdoor activities, music lessons, or membership to National Parks, or
green organizations.) 

Give a gift of your time or talent. 
Wrap with cloth/newsprint, use gift bags, etc. Gift wrap is not recyclable. 
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Read The Better World Shopping Guide by Ellis Jones which evaluates companies based on 
human rights, environment/animal protection, community improvement and social justice issues.

 
 

  
 

  

Zoom Request? 

Do you need help setting up a zoom 
meeting? Please contact Nichole at 
office@uucqc.org  

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

FREE 

Workshop 
 

Saturdays 

January 8, 15 & 22 

1 - 3:30 PM 

Register in advance 
https://uuma.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0qde6qqj8vHNKgFMlhePC4HaIvMyoE_ygi

More Info On Workshop Here 
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Save the date for our virtual MidAmerica Regional Assembly set for Saturday, April 30th, 2022, 10am - 2pm 
ET/9am - 1pm CT. 
 
CB Beal will speak, we will hold our Annual Business Meeting, and there will be time for break out rooms for 
connection and conversation. 
 
Mark your calendars! Registration opens January 21, 2022. 

 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  
 

  

Have you logged into Realm yet?! 
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Realm can help you stay connected with people and 
groups from the church, and you can also use it to 
track your financial donations/pledges to the church! 
Many of you have already been taking advantage of 
Realm’s features, and we want to thank you for that! 
However, we still have a long way to go!  
 
We are aware that there may be some concerns 
about privacy with your giving. Realm has privacy 
features set in place, and our team has chosen 
settings for the system that are even more secure 
than Realm’s defaults. We consider the giving 
information personal and confidential, which is why it 
is only accessible by a small number of people; the 
people that have access are in positions that have 
traditionally had access to giving information. 
Everyone that has access understands this privileged 
information is not to be shared with others.   

 

 

There is a “realm” of possibilities 
awaiting you! 

If you need help signing in, please contact Phil 
Hammerand at phil.hammerand@gmail.com or 
Diann Herington at heringtd@gmail.com.   
 
Please contact us if you have any further 
questions/concerns or need additional support.  
~The Realm Taskforce 

 

  

  

 

As a congregation, we are more connected while we are apart. It is 
a tool that can be used just like the tools we were using before, 
except instead of 3 different tools to accomplish one goal, this 
condenses everything into one central location. Only certain staff 
members have access to the pertinent information on the 
administrative 'side' of Realm, while the congregation is able to stay 
connected on the social 'side' of Realm. If you create your account, 
you also have access to your own giving, control your profile, can 
contact members, leaders and find out information in a much more 
efficient way. 

Consider the REALM of possibilities 
that await setting up your profile ..
 

 Condenses the 
functions of 3 
programs into 1 

 
 Keeps congregation 

connected via 
 internal 

communication
 

 attendance 
tracking for 
COVID tracing

 
 Individual giving 

records and access
 

 Membership 
directory/profile 
control 

 
 Access to joining 

Small Groups and 
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We appreciate all of the time, effort and dedication it has taken to 
research, implement and streamline the processes to keep the 
congregation moving forward. To everyone who has jumped on 
board with the process - Thank you so very much. In a world where 
everything is changing so drastically and technology is shifting, it is 
hard to keep up. Your help is so important. You are the real 
champions. This is opening a REALM of possibilities! If we are all 
connected - we can advance in ways that we can all benefit! 

 

receiving first hand 
information of 
activities of the 
Congregation 

 
 Accessible with 

mobile devices 
 

 

 

  

 

 

NEW FEATURE FOR ZOOM – Closed Captioning!! 

As an Attendee joining a Meeting with Rev Live Captions 
Attendee 1. Join a Zoom Meeting with Rev Live Captions enabled. 

 ·       Rev Live Captions are available in the Meeting whenever you see a red “LIVE” indicator in the 
upper left corner of the Zoom window.  

 

  

 Rev Live Captions will only become available after the Host joins the meeting – and not before. After the host 
leaves the meeting, Rev Live Captions will not be available. 

 
Attendee 2. Show the captions. 

 In the bottom of the Zoom window, click the “^” up arrow button next to “Closed Caption” and then click 
on “Show Subtitle” to start displaying Rev Live Captions in your Zoom Meeting. 
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Note: this setting affects only your Zoom window. Each participant will have the option to show / 
hide Rev Live Captions in their Zoom window.  

    To hide Rev Live Captions in your Zoom window, click the “^” up arrow next to “Closed Caption” 
and then click on “Hide Subtitle”.  

 

 

 

  
 

  

  

  

 

 

The UU News will be sent on Thursdays until further notice to 
include the most recent updates on community COVID activity and how it 

affects our Congregation.  
 

  

  

As you know ... the UUCQC grounds have been closed due to the recent world events. The office staff has been diligently 
working to keep things running smoothly with modified office hours. PLEASE NOTE: it is difficult for us to retrieve voice 
mails in a timely manner. If you need any assistance, please use the office email and allow some time for us to fulfill your 
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request. We are doing our best to stay connected and SAFE throughout this time! We miss you all and look forward to when 
we can all gather together again! 

 

 

 

  

UUCQC OFFICE HOURS 

modified (9am - 1pm) M-F  
Nichole (office@uucqc.org)  
563.359.0816 
 

REV. JAY WOLIN 
Call 563.359.0816 or email minister@uucqc.org  

 

UU NEWS Submission Deadline: 
Every Wednesday at 10 AM. No exceptions. 
office@uucqc.org 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities www.uucqc.org  
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