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dennis.darland@hotmail.com

From: Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <beth@uucqc.ccsend.com> on 
behalf of Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities <office@uucqc.org>

Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2022 12:57 PM
To: dennis.darland@hotmail.com
Subject: News UU Can Use ...

 

 

 

  

UU NEWS 
 

APRIL 20 
 

 

  

  

 

Your weekly UU News lets you see at a glance 
upcoming events at the UUCQC. 
 
*Please note: This is only a partial list of upcoming events. A full 

calendar can be found at www.uucqc.org 

VIEW SITE 

  

 

  

  

UU Principles 
 
1st Principle: The inherent worth and dignity of every 
person;  
2nd Principle: Justice, equity and compassion in 
human relations;  
3rd Principle: Acceptance of one another and 
encouragement to spiritual growth in our 
congregations;  
4th Principle: A free and responsible search for truth 
and meaning;  
5th Principle: The right of conscience and the use of 
the democratic process within our congregations and in 
society at large;  
6th Principle: The goal of world community with 
peace, liberty, and justice for all;  
7th Principle: Respect for the interdependent web of 
all existence of which we are a part.  

These are the Six Sources our congregations affirm and 
promote:  

 
 Direct experience of that transcending mystery and 

wonder, affirmed in all cultures, which moves us to a 
renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces 
which create and uphold life; 

 Words and deeds of prophetic people which 
challenge us to confront powers and structures of 
evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming 
power of love; 

 Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us 
in our ethical and spiritual life; 

 Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to 
respond to God's love by loving our neighbors as 
ourselves; 
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8th Principle: Work to build a diverse multicultural 
Beloved Community by our actions that accountably 
dismantle racism and other oppressions.  

 

 Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the 
guidance of reason and the results of science, and 
warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit; 

 Spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions which 
celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to 
live in harmony with the rhythms of nature.  

  

  

  

ONLINE and IN PERSON SERVICE 
 

  

  

Please connect through YouTube via computer, app or phone  
 

The direct link to the Livestream service is: 
Sunday Service "For the Beauty of the Earth" Lori McCollum & EJT - YouTube 

 
 

  

 

 

THIS SUNDAY @ 10 AM 

April 24 
"For the Beauty of the Earth" 
Lori McCollum & EJT 
 
Celebration of Earth Day!    
 

Opening 
#21 ~ For the Beauty of the Earth  

Special Music 
Let it Grow 

from the Lorax by Eric Clapton, UU Singers 
Closing 

#1064 ~ Blue Boat Home  
 

 

 

NEXT SUNDAY @ 10 AM 

May 1 
"May Day 2022" 
John DeGreve 

You are invited to join John DeGreve on 
Sunday May 1st to Celebrate the Merry 
Month of May. Spring is upon us; flowers 
and trees are blooming. Put away those 
winter coats and boots! Join in the Dance 
of Spring! Let’s explore together the many 
facets of the month of May!  
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Please subscribe to our YouTube Channel:  
UUCQC - Unitarian Universalist Cong. - Quad Cities - YouTube 
If you miss our live streaming on Sundays - you can 

catch it here! 
(along with other programming) 

 

 

 

Share the Plate 

APRIL 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
-  

Nahant Marsh 
Nahant Marsh Education Center, 
through the Eastern Iowa 
Community Colleges, offers a wide 
variety of environmental education programming 
for people of all ages. Educational programs are 
conducted both on and off-site and provide programming 
that focuses on midwest ecosystems, conservation, and 
stewardship.  

 

 

Please be as generous as you are able!  
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

Among other things listed in 
“Article IV – Congregation” of our 
Bylaws, members of the 
congregation have the authority 
and responsibility to amend the 
Bylaws. 
  
A Governance-Bylaws Task Force 
has proposed amendments to the 
Bylaws to clarify the process used 
to fill vacancies on the Board of 
Trustees and on the Leadership 
Development Committee which 
occur between Annual 
Congregational Meeting 
elections. The proposed 
amendments and the rationales for 
the proposed amendments can be 
found at the following links. 

 

May 1 @ 11:15 AM 

Please attend the combined Town Hall Meetings on 
Sunday, May 1, 2022 at 11:15 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary and on Zoom:  
https://uuma.zoom.us/j/112081914?pwd=OXhzSFBYMXk2djAyRHBIeFNmai8ydz09 
Meeting ID: 112 081 914 
Passcode: 320407 

  

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
  
RATIONALES FOR THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS & 
OTHER INFORMATION 
  
Members of the congregation will vote on the 
proposed amendments at the Annual Congregational 
Meeting on Sunday, May 15, 2022. 
  
For further information please attend the combined 
Town Hall Meetings or contact Cathy Weideman or 
Kathy Bowman of the Governance-Bylaws Task 
Force. 
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Upcoming Annual Meeting 

Dear Congregants,  
 
The date of the UUCQC Annual Meeting is 
Sunday, May 15, 2022, at 11:15am. Two 
town hall meetings (May 1 and May 8) will be held to 
discuss the budget, process for voting, and bylaw 
changes.   
 
Nominees for open positions on the Board of Trustees 
and the Leadership Development Committee for the 
upcoming election were chosen from the voting 
members of the Congregation.  
 
We look forward to your participation in the town halls, 
annual meeting, and upcoming election.  
 
Thank you, 
Stacie Salsbury 
Clerk, Board of Trustees 

 

 

We are grateful to these members for their willingness 
to serve in the following roles: 
 

 Leadership Development Committee:  
 Cathy Weideman 
 Steve Pickrell 

 Board of Trustees:  
 Alice Martin,  
 Miryam Andrews-Ohlman,  
 Alex Barney 

 Board of Trustees,  
 Treasurer: Sibusiso Dlamini 

 

  

  

Update from the Board Meeting ... 

At the Board of Trustees Meeting on April 19th the Board passed the recommendations of the 
COVID Reopening Task Force: 

Dear BOT, 
This evening (March 16

th
) the COVID Task Force met to discuss the issue of requiring masking during in-person 

activities at UUCQC.   
  
For context, last December, the task force asked the BOT to accept the recommendation from the COVID task 
force to: 

1. Adopt and align our mitigation strategies with the CDC 
2. Recalibrate our phases of mitigation to match the recommendation by the CDC 

Our request was approved.  
  
Last month, the CDC updated their criteria for recognizing the severity of the spread of COVID-19 and modified 
their alerts to measure “levels of community transmission.” This update was largely driven by the availability of 
home COVID tests, vaccination status and awareness of the lack of recognition of the stressors on our health 
care systems. 
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While all these updates seem pragmatic, it certainly caught us of-guard, and we were unprepared to fully reopen 
with the new levels of transmission (because we suddenly found ourselves in low and moderate spread) from 
what we had just experienced of a surge from the omicron variant. 
  
So, we pivot. 
  
In order to continue our alignment with mitigations recommended by the CDC, 
we are requesting use of masks be aligned with the CDC recommendations are as follows: 
  
LOW  

 Wear a mask based on your personal preference, informed by your personal level of risk. 
  
MEDIUM 

 If you are immunocompromised or at high risk for severe illness  
 Talk to your healthcare provider about additional precautions, such as wearing masks or respirators 

indoors in public 
 If you live with or have social contact with someone at high risk for severe illness, consider testing 

yourself for infection before you get together and wearing a mask when indoors with them. 
HIGH  

 Wear a well-fitting mask indoors in public, regardless of vaccination status or individual risk 
(including in K-12 schools and other community settings) 

 If you are immunocompromised or at high risk for severe illness, wear a mask or respirator that 
provides you with greater protection  

  
One item we noted in the change made by the CDC is a shift from emphasizing protecting others in your 
community to protecting the individual.  
  
We’d like to also emphasize that our community comes together as a community. For those among us who are 
most vulnerable, unable to develop the immunity needed or not eligible for the vaccines that science has brought 
out, we encourage congregants to use masks. We ask of our congregants to be considerate and include 
others safety in empathy and compassion. This is the difficulty of our recommendations. Protecting our whole 
community requires everyone's participation.   
  
When we formed the reopening task force many months ago, we had the following goals: 
 
Goals to be Accomplished by Re-opening  
All of this supports good emotional & community health: 

 Sense of community and connection 
 Easier to be welcoming to newcomers 
 Making music together 
 Performing rituals 
 Inclusion for those not comfortable with technology 
 Donations increase 
  Allow events  
 Sharing of food/drink 

  
Without a doubt the subject of wearing masks has been a challenge.  
 
In Community, 
The COVID Task Force 
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We are just beginning to determine the 2022‐2023 
annual budget for UUCQC. With your participation we 
hope to continue our investments in Children’s 
Religious Education, continue maintaining our 
wonderful worship space and its surrounding 
environments, and continue living our principles of 
the inherent worth and dignity of every person, 
seeking truth and meaning responsibly. 

 

IT'S THAT 
TIME again! 

Your pledge will help make us stronger to fulfill our 
mission and vision both in‐person when people feel 
safe to do so and maintain an online option as we 
move forward into the future. 

 

http://www.uucqc.org/annual‐operating‐pledge.html 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

The April 24th Earth Day Concert is looking for volunteers to assist with the 
remaining event needs: 

  
 3 people to donate 1-2 dozen baked goods and bring them to the church the morning of THE CONCERT 

(or contact Brian Tuftee if earlier drop off is needed) 
 2-3 individuals to sell baked goods/drinks during the event 
 1 individual to greet and collect donations from attendees at the door 
 people to assist with clean up following the event 

 
Please signup to volunteer by contacting music@uucqc.org with your name and type of assistance you can provide.   

 
Donating baked goods is a great way to engage with this event if you won’t be attending in-person. With 7 musical acts, 

we’re looking forward to a fun afternoon of music!  
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CAN YOU SPARE THE 
SHIRT OFF YOUR 
BACK?  

The young artists of RE need the (extra) shirts off 
your backs... They're looking for donations of 
button-up shirts to be used as art smocks. If you 
have a button-up shirt you'd like to give, please 
drop it in the basket found in the social hall 
downstairs. Thank you!!  
 

-RE Team 

Children's RE Needs UU!! 
 

 

  

  

 

UU Ukes 

rehearsal  
 
 

APRIL 24 @ 11:15 AM - community 
room 

 

 

 

  

  

GUESS WHAT'S BAAAACK??? 
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GAME NIGHT! 

First two have been scheduled for Friday 
Nights: 

 

April 29 & May 13 
Potluck 

*Childcare available May 13 only  
 

6PM - 8PM 
 

Are you ready for some family fun? 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

Should you want someone to walk with you during 
a stressful time, please contact the Pastoral Care Team. 
 
UU Office - 563-359-0816 
Alice Martin - 563-370-3138 
 
 
"We are all just walking each other home." Ram Dass 
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Celebrate Earth Month by changing some of our habits that contribute to our carbon footprint. Each week 
of Earth Month we will provide a new set of suggestions, or you can add your own and share! We waste 
40% of the food we produce, and food is a large contributor to climate change. 

 
FOOD USE 

1. Eat a meatless meal at least once a week and add a serving of fruits and/or vegetables to each meal. 
2. Use cloth bags for shopping instead of single use plastic. Avoid plastics in your purchases when you can 

and reduce food packaging. 
3. Avoid food waste by planning your meals, and freezing food before it goes bad. Donate to soup kitchens 

when you can. 
4. Plant your own small garden to avoid chemicals or buy organic. 
5. Start a compost bin in your yard or use a 5 gallon bucket that you fill with vegie and fruit scraps, egg shells, 

and coffee ground, and bring to the church compost pile. 
6. Reduce your food’s mileage by making fewer trips to the store, buying local, and buying food in season. 
7. Avoid highly processed foods, and buy wild caught seafood. 
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UPCOMING COMMUNITY &  

UU EVENTS 

 
 April 22nd – River Action’s Eddy Awards 5:30 pm at the Figge Art Museum. Register at 

www.riveraction.org.  
  April 23rd -24th - Numerous community clean-ups. Register at 

www.xstreamcleanup.org.  
 April 24th – Environmental Film Fest – “Microplastic Madness”, Figge Art Museum 2-

3:30 pm. $5 fee.  

 April 24
th
 – UUCQC Earth Day Concert 4-5:30 pm. Unitarian 

Church and online. Refreshments to follow. Goodwill donation.  
 April 30th – Environmental Justice Team screening of “Youth vs. Gov”, a documentary 

about the constitutional lawsuit brought by 21 American youth against the U.S. 
government. 3:30 -5:30 pm. Online streaming also available. Discussion to follow.  

 May 7th – Freight House Market Earth Day Fair 9am to 2 pm. Come enjoy music, tables 
from environment and community organizations. There will be a UUCQC table!  

 

  

  

 

 

Please join us for this free learning opportunity about an issue 
impacting many Iowa families. RSVP using the link below if you have 
not already registered. 
 

Housing Instability in Iowa and How We Can Respond 

April 21, 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

Via Zoom 

 
Between 2011-2019, Iowa lost nearly 20% of its affordable housing, with rents under $600. In June 
2019, North Liberty mobile home park residents saw a 58% rise in lot rents. In October 2021, 150 
people were displaced by the fire and subsequent closing of Valley West Inn in West Des Moines.   
 
What do these events have in common and what do they tell us about our community? 
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Join Amal Barre, Project Director of unevictIA, for a conversation on the intersection of housing, 
social, health, and education services, where we will break down existing barriers to service 
delivery.   
 
Learn more and RSVP by clicking the button below:  
 

RSVP here 

 
We look forward to seeing you next week! Thank you for all you do to improve the well-being of 
children and families in our state.  

 

  

  

MOVIE NIGHT 

Saturday, April 30 

3:30 PM 

Come help us celebrate Faith Climate Action Week by 
watching the film, Youth v. Gov on Saturday, April 30th 
at 3:30 pm at the UUCQC. This film is sponsored by 
Iowa Interfaith Power and Light to focus on their theme, 
A Sacred Trust, and highlights the 21 plaintiffs, now 
aged 13-24, who have been suing the U.S. government 
since 2015 for violating their constitutional rights ... 
through their willful actions in creating the climate 
crisis. These young people hail from 10 states and span 
cultural, economic and geographic diversity. They are 
African-American, Indigenous, white, bi-racial, and 
LGBTQ, and are also activists, students, artists, 
musicians, and farmers. Their stories are universal.  

 

 

This film won multiple awards, including from Big Sky 
Centerpiece, Woods Hole Film Festival, Audience 
Choice Winner, and more. Join us to view the 2 hour 
film, and stay for a short discussion afterwards with 
refreshments. The film can be accessed on-line through 
a zoom link which can be provided upon request. 
Contact Lori McCollum for details 
(lori_mccollum@sbcglobal.net).  
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15

  

  

  

UPDATE FROM THE BOARD 
 

 To the Congregation: 
 
Would like to keep you all informed of the Interim Search we have undertaken with Jay leaving us. The search 
team for an Interim minister is comprised of Board members. Several reasons for this. What we provide the 
Transition Office is a lot of facts and data about our congregation, information the Board has assess to. Interims 
are not voted for approval by the congregation but by the Board. The Board is responsible for drawing up the 
contract with the potential Interim, and works with them in confidentiality.   
 
Given that understanding, a search team has begun the work and consists of Board Members: Darcy Anderson 
as Lead, Ann Herington and Alice Martin as her devoted servants. We are working with the rest of the Board 
members in gathering the data needed to fill out our information packet, as well with various members of the 
congregation who make have specific knowledge needed. 
 
It is a 5-week process with each step outlined and deadlines given when each step must be 
completed.  Our first step was to register with the Transition Office the members of our search team. The step we 
are working on now is filling out the information packet which must be completed and turned in by April 21. As we 
work through each step, will keep you informed of where we are in the process and what comes next. We will also 
place articles in newsletter as well as doing spotlights after Sunday services.   
 
If you have any questions please connect with Darcy, Ann or Alice and we will answer your questions to the best 
of our knowledge. 
 
Alice Martin- Chair-person of Board of Trustees 

 
 

  

  

  



16

 

 

  

  
 

  

Have you logged into Realm yet?! 
 

  

  

 

As a congregation, we are more connected while we are apart. It is a tool that can 
be used just like the tools we were using before, except instead of 3 different tools 
to accomplish one goal, this condenses everything into one central location. Only 
certain staff members have access to the pertinent information on the 
administrative 'side' of Realm, while the congregation is able to stay connected on 

 
 
 
Consider the REALM of 
possibilities that await setting up 
your profile ... 
 

 Condenses the functions 
of 3 programs into 1 

 
 Keeps congregation 

connected via 
 internal 

communication 

 
 attendance 

tracking for 
COVID tracing 
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the social 'side' of Realm. If you create your account, you also have access to your 
own giving, control your profile, can contact members, leaders and find out 
information in a much more efficient way. 
 
We appreciate all of the time, effort and dedication it has taken to research, 
implement and streamline the processes to keep the congregation moving forward. 
To everyone who has jumped on board with the process - Thank you so very much. 
In a world where everything is changing so drastically and technology is shifting, it 
is hard to keep up. Your help is so important. You are the real champions. This is 
opening a REALM of possibilities! If we are all connected - we can advance in ways 
that we can all benefit! 

 

 
 Individual giving records 

and access 

 
 Membership 

directory/profile control 

 
 Access to joining Small 

Groups and receiving 
first hand information of 
activities of the 
Congregation 

 
 Accessible with mobile 

devices 
 

If you would like a Realm Invitation, please send your request 
to Nichole @ office@uucqc.org  

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

Zoom Request? 

Do you need help setting up a zoom 
meeting? Please contact Nichole at 
office@uucqc.org  

 

 

 

 
 

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

 

 

  

UUCQC OFFICE HOURS 

modified (9am - 1pm) M-F  
Nichole (office@uucqc.org)  
563.359.0816 
 

REV. JAY WOLIN 
Call 563.359.0816 or email minister@uucqc.org  
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UU NEWS Submission Deadline: 
Every Wednesday at 10 AM. No exceptions. 
office@uucqc.org 

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities www.uucqc.org  
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