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This is a partial calendar.  

For a complete calendar, 

go to UUCQC.org. 

 

JANUARY 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Office closed 2 

3 One service at 

11 a.m. 

Drum Circle, 

5:30 p.m. 

4 5 WOW, a social 

gathering, 11:30 

a.m. 

6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 Adult Reli-

gious Ed meet-

ing, 6:30 p.m. 

13 Handchimes 

for adults, 7 p.m. 

Happy Human 

Book Club, 7 p.m. 

14 15 16 

17 18 Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

19 20 21 22 Movie night, 

5 p.m. 

23 

24 

31 

25 26 26 27 28 30 Celebrate 

Imbolc, 5:30 p.m. 

Every Sunday 

 Coffee Hour, noon 

 

 

 

Every Monday 

 Zen Meditation,  

7–8 p.m.  

 

 

Every Tuesday 

 Mindfulness  

Meditation,  

5:30–6:30 p.m.  

 Spiritual Conver-

sation, 6:45–8 

p.m. 

Every Wednesday 

 Choir practice, 

5:45–6:45 p.m. 

 Chime Choir 

practice,  

7–8:15 p.m.  

Every Thursday 

 Archives,  

10 a.m.–1:30 p.m.  

https://www.google.com/calendar/render?cid=uucqc.org_1iltniu0lielign773aip3d2dc@group.calendar.google.com&cid=en.usa%23holiday@group.v.calendar.google.com&pli=1#main_7
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Mission and Vision 

Minister and staff 
contact 
information 

Rev. Jay Wolin, Minister 

minister@uucqc.org  

Jane VanVooren Rogers 

Congregational Administrator 

administrator@uucqc.org 

Amanda Conger 

Office Assistant 

office@uucqc.org 

Sarah Moulton, Director of 

Youth Religious Education 

re@uucqc.org 

Becky Brooke, Assistant 

Director of Youth Education 

beckynaka@msn.com 

Sheila Doak, Director of Music 

music@uucqc.org   

Beth Paul,  

Communications Coordinator 

communications@uucqc.org 

Amanda Conger,  

New Member Coordinator 

membership@uucqc.org 

Jeff Danielson,  

Custodian/Factotum 

Child Care: 

Amanda Peterlin, Haley Skelley, 

& Julie Swanson  

Office phone: 563–359–0816 

Chair              Allen Bertsche 

Vice Chair      Lana Long 

Clerk              Amber Spiva 

Treasurer       Steve Burke 

Trustee          Marcy Doyle 

Trustee          John Dunsheath 

Trustee          Connie Ghinazzi 

Board Members 

 The mission of our Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Quad Cities  

is to  

create a vibrant, welcoming, diverse church family  

which  

embraces individual searches for meaning  

and  

devotes itself to community good. 

 Our vision is to be recognized in our community as a beacon on the hill– a vibrant,   

welcoming, thriving church that: 

 Reaches out to members and community with a clear, concise, and inspiring     

message about Unitarian Universalism and its Principles 

 Attracts and embraces people of diverse groups, ages and family types 

 Feeds the mind and spirit regardless of individual pathway 

 Supports social justice and social action initiatives in our congregation and  

     the greater community  

 Encourages responsibility for the earth and its creatures 

Amanda 
Conger 

New Member  

Coordinator 

Office hours:  

Thursday and Friday,  

12-2:30 p.m. 

Email:  

membership 

@uucqc.org 

Office administrator-

Monday, 10:30 a.m.–

1:30 p.m. 

Tuesday–Friday,  

9 a.m.–noon 

Email: office@uucqc.org 

Rev. Jay Wolin 

Minister 

Office hours:  

Monday, day off 

Tuesday, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. 

Wednesday, community 

office hours at Fresh 

Deli, Davenport, 10 a.m.

– 1 p.m. 

Thursday, 2–5 p.m. 

Friday, study and  

writing day 

Email:  

minister@uucqc.org 

Beth Paul 

Communications  

Coordinator 

Office hours:  

Monday &  

Wednesday,  

9 a.m.–2 p.m. 

Tuesday, 8–11 

a.m. 

Email:  

communications 

@uucqc.org 

Appointments with the minister or staff can be made outside of office hours. 

Please call the office, 563–359–0816, to make an arrangement. 

Jane  
VanVooren 
Rogers 

Congregational  

Administrator 

Office hours:  

Monday, 8–11 a.m. 

Tuesday, 8 a.m.– 

3 p.m. 

Thursday, 12:45–

3:45 p.m. 

Friday, 8 a.m.–3 p.m. 

Email:  

administrator 

@uucqc.org 

mailto:minister@uucqc.org
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Sunday Services 

Five Faces of Spirituality – Religious Services Team 

January 3, *ONE SERVICE ONLY* AT 11 a.m.: Encouragement to spir itual growth is one of our  seven 

UU Principles. This Sunday, five members of our congregation will briefly explain their spiritual path, wheth-

er it be contemplative, social action, making connections, pastoral care, or exploration of humanist teachings. 

Following each of the explanations, the five panelists will have an opportunity to discuss how their path con-

tributes meaning and joy to their lives. They will also share some insight about how to further your involve-

ment in the path that calls to you in this new year. There will be music, readings, and a time for reflection. 

January forum presenters will be announced in the Silent Announcements.  

January  Sunday  Forums  at  10  a .m .  

American Sacred Text – The Declaration and Constitution – Rev. Jay Wolin 

January 24, 10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.: This year  will be the fir st caucus in Iowa that I will par ticipate in.  

As we continue our series on Sacred Texts, I wanted to re–look at our country’s sacred texts. What makes 

them sacred to us, and how do it words overlap with our understanding of religious meaning? 

 

Priceless – Rev. Jay Wolin 

January 31, 10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.: My first job in the “real world” was in the mailroom of an advertising 

agency. Thus I have always been fond creative advertisements. Over the years, one advertisement which has 

been effective and moving are VISA commercials with the tagline “Priceless”. What have been the priceless 

moments in your life and in your relationship with the Congregation? What helps create priceless moments? 

Principles of Non Violence – Rev. Jay Wolin 

January 17, 10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.: In his book “Stride Toward Freedom” about the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott, Martin Luther King Jr. shares the development of his philoso-

phy of nonviolent resistance. Is this method effective today ,and if so, how can it be uti-

lized in our social justice efforts and in our daily lives? 

A More Beautiful Question? – Religious Services Team 

January 10, 10 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.: A More Beautiful Question? Inspired by the 

book of the same name, Connie Ghinazzi and Lucia Dryanski will investigate the power of 

inquiry to ignite change.   
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Heart of the Minister –  
January 2016 

 Jay is away on study leave and vacation. His monthly column, 

Heart of the Minister, will return next month. 

with a grateful heart, 

Jay 

Rev. Jay Wolin 

Immigration Project of the UUCQC SJM 

Last summer we conducted a Postcard–Writing Campaign encouraging our  

Federal lawmakers to do something about DETENTION, DEPORTATION and 

IMMIGRATION REFORM. Many of you signed postcards intended to be deliv-

ered to the lawmakers along with postcards collected in other Congregations 

around the QCA. Well the campaign in the other congregations was delayed until 

this January and thus the postcards will not be delivered until the end of this 

month.   

Soooo… if you did not sign (3) postcards already please see Marcy Doyle during 

coffee hour to do it in January. (In case you forgot whether you signed or not I 

will have lists with me.) But take advantage of the delay and participate if you 

have not already done so.  

WE WANT OUR LAWMAKERS TO KNOW WE ARE STILL VERY CON-

CERNED ABOUT  THE LIVES AND WELL BEING OF THE IMMIGRANTS 

IN DETENTION, BEING DEPORTED OR OTHERWISE WAITING ON OUR 

BROKEN IMMIGRATION SYSTEM. 

To add your name to the postcards or have questions or concerns, please see 

Marcy Doyle during coffee hours in January. 

 

Team members 

Kathryn Allen  

– Green Sanctuary 

Gary Anderson  

– Chair 

LaDonna Anderson  

– At Risk Youth 

Angela Chenus  

– At Large 

Marcy Doyle  

– Immigration 

Elaine Kresse  

– At Large 

Mona McCray  

– MIRED 

Kriss Wells  

– Quad Cities Interfaith 

Liaison 

Mike Wilcox  

– At Large 

Joyce Wiley  

– BGLQTIA Rights 

Social Justice Ministry  
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Let Divine Interruption Bring You Joy 

I wrote this article for the Dispatch/Argus seven years ago. I am reliving its 

lessons this year. 

So I’m sharing it with you (with fresh examples), as a reminder to myself to 

go with the flow, and with the hope that Divine Interruption finds you. With 

warm wishes for 2016! 

“When I found out this column would run on Christmas Eve, none of my top-

ics seemed right. I wanted to write something reflective and inspirational, some-

thing that would help bring you peace and joy. Nothing felt good enough. I’m tak-

ing that as a sign. 

Maybe you’ve felt more like I have lately: rushed, stressed and inadequate. Then 

I’ve felt guilty for feeling that way at a time when I’m supposed to be celebrating 

and contemplating. 

Sometimes trying to complete my to–do list feels like trudging through knee–deep 

snow. Maybe I feel so much resistance because I need to go in another direction, 

to surrender to life’s flow. 

Let’s call it Divine Interruption: those moments when you’re trying to push 

your own agenda and the Universe says, "Nah. I’ve got something else for you."  

Divine Interruption plucks you off of your path and presents you 

with a spontaneous moment that offers more delight than anything 

you would have planned. But you have to let go. 
As Joseph Campbell said, "We must let go of the life we have planned, so as 

to accept the one that is waiting for us."  

Consider these examples: 

· On a Friday, I was fighting with a printer that didn’t want to print. I was 

trying to finish a job, and it wouldn’t cooperate. I tried about 20 times, and as 

much as I don’t like to, I gave up. I stepped away. I thought, “Maybe this isn’t 

supposed to happen right now for some reason.” On the following Monday 

morning, the same printer worked perfectly, without any indication of a prob-

lem. I almost burst into a Hallelujah chorus! 

· My family and I were preparing to drive about 35 minutes away to find a 

fresh Christmas tree. We had limited time, and I wondered how we were 

going to pull it off. Then, I noticed the pine tree signs by the highway pointing 

just 2 miles down the road. I decided to follow them. We found the second 

oldest tree farm in Henry County, with lovely trees, affordable prices, and 

friendly owners who shared amazing local history with me. It’s virtually in my 

backyard, but I’d never followed the signs.  

· I dropped off my 7–year–old son right as school was starting, and the 

side entrance closed just as he got to the door. He was carrying a gift for  his 

teacher and a backpack holding 24 juice boxes for a room party. He gave me a 

“What now?” look and shuffled back with his too–heavy load. I drove him to the 

main entrance and helped him carry his stuff to his classroom. 

 

 Congregational Admin istrator  

Jane  
VanVooren  
Rogers 

Congregational  

Administrator 

Office hours:  

Monday, 8–11 a.m. 

Tuesday, 8 a.m.–3 p.m. 

Thursday, 12:45–3:45 p.m. 

Friday, 8 a.m.–3 p.m. 

Email:  

administrator 

@uucqc.org 
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As he was hanging his coat in the hallway, the school announcements started. Another classmate whispered to 

him to pay attention. All of the kids in the hallway stopped what they were doing, faced the big flag on the 

wall and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. (There were no adults present.) My 4–year–old daughter and I 

joined them. I was impressed and moved that elementary students would show such respect and leadership. 

If the door hadn’t closed, I wouldn’t have been there to see it. 

So for today (when you want everything to go "just right"), if you feel like your plans are fighting you and 

you’re wrestling your life into submission, let go. 

For today, and for as many days next year as you can, let go.  

Maybe what seems to bring chaos actually is offering you the space for peace and joy. Maybe you have 

something that will seem to work by magic, a nearby unknown treasure or an unexpected inspiration waiting 

for you. Maybe Divine Interruption has something better in store.” 

– UUCQC Congregational Administrator Jane VanVooren Rogers 

(Adapted from “Let Divine Interruption Bring You Joy,” originally published in the Dec. 24, 2008 edition of the Dispatch/Argus) 

 

 

 

Adult Religious Education 

Thank you to everyone who attended 

our Adult RE class "Exploring World 

Religions" in 2015. We had one ses-

sion per month for the entire year and 

over 100 people attended. A special 

thanks to UUCQC member Dennis 

Darland, who attended all 12 ses-

sions! I enjoyed learning about the 

different histories, traditions, and is-

sues of each religions, and leading the 

class.  

– Matthew Toland  

Adult Religious Education Team 

Meeting – Tuesday, January 12 at 

6:30 p.m. in the Board Room at 

UUCQC 

Humanist Team Meeting – Tuesday, 

January 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the Board 

Room at UUCQC 

Team members 

Kathryn Bowman 

Velma Graham 

Nancy Huse 

Margaret Thomas 

Barbara J. Thompson 

Matthew Toland 
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Friends and fellow members of the UUCQC family, 

 I am writing to you today in my capacity as Chair of the Board to let you know about an exciting op-

portunity before us. This upcoming June 22–26 the UUA’s annual General Assembly will be held in Colum-

bus, Ohio. This is one of the closest locations in recent years for the assembly and a great opportunity for our 

congregation to be well–represented at the event. Ask anyone who has attended a GA and they will tell you 

that it is an uplifting, invigorating and exciting experience. Imagine thousands of UU’s worshiping together, 

sharing ideas and stories, developing connections across the country and learning from each other.  It is an ex-

perience which deepens the link between the attendees and our unique UU community and one which helps 

inspire future leaders.  

 With the GA scheduled for Columbus, a drivable distance from the Quad Cities, our Board is hoping 

that we can wow the UUA by having a large contingent of UUCQC members attend this June.  To that end we 

have requested and been granted monies from the Endowment Fund to help fund attendance for members of 

our congregation. I am happy to let you know that we have a total fund of $2,500 which we can award to 

members interested in attending General Assembly. These grants are designated for payment towards the reg-

istration fees for the assembly. Early registration begins March 1 and early registrants will pay $350 for adults 

and $205 for youth or young adults. As per Endowment Fund requirements, all scholarship grant recipients 

will be expected to provide the Endowment Committee with a written reflection on the GA, highlighting how 

the funds were put to use and the value of the experience.  

 In addition to our UUCQC grants, there are both scholarships from the UUA and opportunities to swap 

volunteer hours for the cost of registration. You can find out more about these funding options at the UUA’s 

website: http://www.uua.org/ga/registration/financialaid/scholarships 

 If you are interested in a weekend of fellowship with UU’s from across the country, we would be glad 

to know that you are planning to attend this year’s GA. Please contact either myself or Reverend Jay to let us 

know of your interest. If you would like to apply for one of our Board scholarships for the registration costs, 

all you need to do is send a brief email to either myself or Reverend Jay before February 1. The email should 

state the names of those for whom you are seeking the scholarships (yourself, family members and youth, etc.) 

and should indicate whether or not this is the first GA you will attend. The email should also include a brief 

statement of purpose, outlining why you are choosing to attend GA or what you hope to gain from the experi-

ence. Due to the limited number of scholarships we can make available, the board has opted to give preference 

to applicants who have never attended a General Assembly before. Of course we want to encourage all our 

members to attend this annual celebration of our UU faith, traditions and community, so please consider join-

ing us in Columbus. And if you would like a scholarship, whether you will be a first timer or a longstanding 

participant, please send in your email application for our grant funds by February 1.  

 I hope to see you in Columbus, and I hope that the UUCQC will make ourselves known as a congrega-

tion at this year’s assembly, both in our numbers and in our 

enthusiasm. Please feel free to contact me with any ques-

tions you have about the assembly or the grant program. 

Happy holidays and best wishes on the new year, 

Allen Bertsche, Chair 

UUCQC Board of Trustees 

allenbertsche@augustana.edu 
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As the new year begins, the Stewardship team would like you to think about 

your “priceless” moments at UUCQC. Do you value our religious diversity? Our 

encouragement and support of individual spiritual journeys? Friends to travel 

life's ups and downs with? Our priceless moments and aspirations for our be-

loved community should never be limited by money, volunteers, or pessimism. 

Join us this year to stretch our bounds and fulfill our congregational dreams to-

gether!  

This year you will receive a mailing the week of January 18, that will include 

a brochure, FAQ, letter from the minister AND your PLEDGE CARD. You are 

encouraged to return your pledge card anytime prior to March 6, which is when 

we will celebrate our congregations commitment, love, and support of our be-

loved community with music of all kinds. In order to keep things interesting, we 

will hold drawings for those individuals who turn in their pledge cards, the draw-

ings will occur on Feb. 7, Feb. 21, and March 6. 

 

Stewardship Team 

Amber, John, Joe, Saul, and Emily 

 Stewardship Team 

 

UUCQC’s IN THE KNOW... 

Share the Plate     

     The Metrocom Davenport Youth Council NAACP #47AA is the January recipient of Share the 

Plate. The group would like to attend a conference in Cincinnati, Ohio, on July 16–20.  

     The vision of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is to ensure a soci-

ety in which all individuals have equal rights without discrimination based on race. The Annual Con-

vention of the Association shall establish policies and programs of action for the ensuing year. 

 

WOW 

(A social gathering – 

everyone is welcome) 

January 5 

11:30 a.m. 

Exotic Thai 

2303 E 53rd St 

Davenport IA 

For more information call 

Sarah Smet at 309–781–

3145 

Spiritual  

Conversation Group 

     The Spiritual Conversa-

tion Group will continue in 

January. They meet on 

Tuesdays at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Happy Human Book Club      

The Happy Human Book Club discusses printed materials and 

videos from the non–theist worldview. We will meet on 

Wednesday, January 13 (weather permitting) at 7 p.m. in the 

Lounge to discuss "Creating Change through Humanism" by 

Roy Speckhardt. The book is available in paperback and Kin-

dle. 

     For the meeting, RSVPs are not required, but appreciated. 

Karen Fowler's contact information is in the directory, or email 

office@uucqc.org. Anyone who is on Facebook is welcome to 

join the private Facebook group "Happy Human Book Club of 

the Quad Cities." To join, send a friend request to Karen 

Fowler, then message that you want to join. 
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Music 

Team members 

Sheila Doak,  

Director of Music 

music@uucqc.org   

Brian Hinkley, 

10 a.m. pianist 

Matthew Toland, 

Chime Choir Conductor 

Lorna Johnson, 

Children’s Choir Director 

Saul Nache – Chair 

Lawrence Allen 

Doug McCollum 

Audrey Scheider 

Emily Smith 

Gale Springer  

Miryam Stone 

Schedule 

Choir practice 

 

Chime choir 

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 

Children’s choir 

2nd & 4th Sundays of 

the month, 9:30–10 

Handchimes for  
Beginners – Adults 
 

Wednesday, January 13  

at 7 p.m. in the Community 

Rooms at UUCQC. This half 

hour session is for adults 

with an interest in group mu-

sic who would like to explore 

the handchimes and chime 

music.  

No experience necessary! 

This year, it has been a joy and blessing to take part in the choir. Since 

I started coming here, I had been waiting for an opportunity to become more 

integrated and meet new people in the congregation. Being a part of the choir 

has given me the opportunity to meet people I might not have otherwise, and 

has really helped me feel at home here. In the last year, getting to know the 

people in the choir has made my life richer, and given me a wonderful thing to 

look forward to every Wednesday and Sunday. 

Music has always been an important 

part of my life, from the time that I was very 

small. My voice is my favorite instrument, be-

cause it comes with me everywhere I go. 

Whether times are good, bad, busy, or boring, 

there is always the option to add meaning and 

fun to any moment by singing. I am happy to 

share this with the people in the choir, and 

coming together transforms that ability into a way of communicating on a 

deeper level.  

It is a beautiful practice to come together on Wednesday night, with a 

group of friendly and passionate individuals who are interested in making mu-

sic and bringing meaning to services in a unique way. Music, for me, is a way 

of expressing emotion, that goes beyond the lyrics that we sing, and it helps 

me connect to myself and to others. Music moves the mind and soul, and com-

ing together as a group to communicate in this special way definitely helps me 

feel spiritually connected with others. The bonds created by making and shar-

ing music in the congregation goes beyond simple words; music enhances 

both the service, and the community bond for everyone in the room.  

– UUCQC member Mikka Rose Mills 
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 Spiritual practices & programs 

Team members 

Joe Maciejko 

Alice Martin 

Meg Bolich 

John DeGreve 

Open to all with a special invitation  
to children and their parents. 

 Earth–Based Tradit ions Team 

Team members 

Cindy Beal 

Jan Galasti  

Lana Long 

Edward Mueller 

Diana Schneider 

Gale Springer 

The Earth-Based Team met and worked on our calendar of events for 2016.  

All events, except Witches Gala, start at 5:30 p.m. with a potluck to follow: 

Jan. 30 – Imbolc – Halfway between Winter and Spring, this is the festival marking 

the beginning of Spring – in the Sanctuary 

March 19 – Ostra – the Spring Equinox – in the Sanctuary (outside if weather per-

mits) 

April 30 – Beltane – Halfway between Spring and Summer, the beginning of Sum-

mer – in the Sanctuary (outside if weather permits) 

May 21 – Discussion – possible guest speaker 

June 25 – Summer Solstice – in the Sanctuary (outside if weather permits) 

July 30  – Lughnasadh – festival marking the beginning of the harvest season – in 

the Sanctuary (outside if weather permits) 

Aug. 20 – Discussion – details to follow 

Sept. 24  – Autumn Equinox – in the Sanctuary (outside if weather permits) 

Oct. 29 – Witches’ Gala 

Bring in the New Year 

with drumming 
in the UU sanctuary 

3707 Eastern Avenue, Davenport  

Sunday, January 3 

 5:30 p.m. 

February 2015  

 monthly newsletter deadline: 

January 25 at 10 a.m. 

Silent Announcement deadlines 

 Wednesday, Dec. 30 at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 6 at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 13 at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 20 at 10 a.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 27  at 10 a.m. 
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 Patoral Care Associates Min istry  

 

Team members 
 

Caring Circle 

Shari Coe  

– Caring Circle Program 

co–chair 

Joanne Maciejko  

– Caring Circle Program 

co–chair 

 

Lay Pastoral Care 

Associate Program 

Lucia Auman  

– Lay Pastoral Care 

Associates Program  

co–chair 

Alice Martin  

– Lay Pastoral Care 

Associates Program  

co–chair 

Lay Pastoral 

Associates 

Meg Bolich 

Kathleen Carter 

Shari Coe 

Rita Coyne 

Mike Drefchinski 

Ken Hill 

Barb Thompson 

Joanne Maciejcko  

Judy Teeple 

Alice Traylor 

Look for pastoral associates’ yellow name tag 

 The Pastoral Associates Team is a group of trained UU’s from our con-

gregation who offer their time and concern for our member’s needs.  We are 

here to be a listening ear for each person who experiences loss, a major change 

in lifestyle, or feels a need to confide in someone when issues overwhelm their 

everyday life.  The team is there for all of these situations.  

 A Joys and Sorrows book is located just before entering the sanctuary 

where your joys and sorrows may be written before the service and read during 

the service. An email to church (office@uucqc.org), or a phone call (563–359–

0816) will also assure that your joy or sorrow is entered in the book. These will 

be read during the Sunday service. Sharing lessens the pain of sorrows and dou-

bles the joy to help our hearts sing again.  

Our gifts, wrapped and ready to give to you. From Alice,  

Joanne, Meg, Barb, Ken, Alice, Lucia, Kathleen, Shari,  

Rita, Judy, and Mike. 

      The Pastoral Associates have 

wrapped many special presents for 

you and offer them with love and 

compassion for needs that each of 

us have. Life has a way of throw-

ing curve balls at us that can upset 

and unsettle us to be able to do all 

the things we like do. Moving, an 

ill loved one, losing our mobility 

or losing our transportation iso-

lates and saddens us.  

The Pastoral Associates Team can 

help in these situations. There is no 

need to face these alone. Call or 

leave a message at the church of-

fice, 563-359-0816, and speak to 

Jay or leave a message for Alice 

Martin, 563-370-3138. All mes-

sages are confidential. An email to 

church at office@uucqc.org is also a way to contact the team.  
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